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The Story of 
Schererville 

by Virginia (Borman) Grimmer 

Long before the white-man knew 

About this land where eagle flew, 

The red-man lived by old design 

Amid sand dunes and tow’ring pine- 
For years on end so goes the tale, 

He gathered berries, hunted quail, 

Abundant game he oft did stalk 

Along the trail now known as Sauk- 
The Indians used this passageway 
For centuries they so do say- 
As time wore on each hill and dale 

Frenchmen next did trod this trail, 

Brought with them the Christian zeal 
By Jesuits with faith of steel- 
They ministered to tribes about, 

To Pottawatomie . . . no doubt- 
In later years the English came 

And traders of forgotten name, 

They crossed this very country-side 
Laden down with pelts and hide- 
Thence came turmoil, wars until 

Treaties signed restored good-will- 
Then o'er this region of the world , 

The U. S. bannef/t was unfurled . . . 

In Eighteen sixteen statehood came 

And spread about was Hoosier fame- 
Years kept swiftly rolling by 

Until men lay the rail-way tie 
For iron horse so big and black 

To steam along “Panhandle" track- 
’Twas at this stage in history, 

In eighteen sixty-six AD. 

There came a Prussian into view 
Working on a rail-road crew- 
He bought some land from Aaron Hart, 

The biggest holder in this part- 
He founded then a station here, 

We write, of course, of Nich'las Scherer- 
Meanwhile folk from other shores , 

Sturdy Germans with their mores 
Built farms around on every side 

And prospered much from skills applied- 
New homes in ‘town 9 did dot the scene 
With picket fences, gardens green- 
Business ventures here and there 
Their services began to share- 
One was Lustik's Cigar Store, 

Followed by this several more- 
Schulte's Market handled meat 

And Austgen's Store a candy treat- 
The creamery the Grimmers ran, 

A tavern had the Shubert clan- 


Of early town-folk here's a few, 

The Theils. the Steuers, Trinens too- 
Rohrmans, Stephens, Swets and Risch 
And some others . if you wish- 
Add Cope and Schafer to this group 
That comprised the village ‘loop’- 
Others lived on farms apart, 

Like John Seberger for a start- 
Who rode to Winnamac by steed 
To get a forty acre deed- 
Not long after^Mister Scherer 

Some more families settled here- 
They were Redars, Kuhns and these, 

Homans. Rollings and to please . . . 
Schiesslers, Millers , Bohneys and 

The Reiplingers . . . we understand 
Hilbrichs, Kaisers and still more, 

Peifers name adds to the lore- 
There were Spindlers, Schweitzers, who 
Arrived and settled early too- 
Time marched on as just before 
To eighteen seventy plus four, 

When local folks were then to found 

St. Michael's Church on highest ground 
First to tend the parish flock 

Was Reverend Kueng in cleric's frock- 
Then Father Berg appeared to lead, 

For fifty years he did indeed- 
In those days of rig and horse, 

There was a Blacksmith Shop, of course- 
Owned by Thiels on native sod, 

It was a place where mares were shod- 
Still time was weaving many threads, 

The first world war left tatered shreds- 
Some youths of Schererville did go 
To meet the challenge of the foe- 
Sooji after horse-less carriage made, 

New inroads for fun and trade- 
The Lincoln Highway of renown, 

Cut a swath right through the town- 
All the while this fair domain 
Had tempo of a soft refrain- 
Good town marshals kept the peace, 

Their vigilance knew no surcease- 
The first was Steuer after that 
Peter Cope came up to bat- 
Then for many years with verve. 

Fine Pete Redar was to serve- 
’Til the present time when Phil, 

Mr. Spivak fills the bill- 
He wears the star upon his chest 

And wears it well in every test- 
Back again to yester-year 

For continuity that's clear- 
Then ‘4V, a new paved route. 

Crossed Highway 30 and no doubt 
Spelled fame to Teibels at this site, 

Where chicken dinners brought delight- 
And lo, as all these years we trace, 

There was in town a meeting place . . . 
At big Gard's Store , the gen'ral kind, 

They stocked all one hoped to find- 
From button shoes to jelly beans 
And stereopticans with scenes- 
Through these times and quite adept, 
Fire-fighters safety kept- 


Frdm nineteen fourteen it does show. 

The force assuredly did grow- 
Fred Henderlong was the first chief , 

A few we'll name to keep it brief¬ 
ly. C. Meyer facts relate, 

Was too a chief at early date- 
Bill Bohney’s name add to this list 

Whose services should not be missed- 
Then C. J. Schafer was to reign, 

The volunteers were his to train- 
Our fire-men still give their all 

At Norbert Fortener’s back and call- 
A backward glance again in life, 

When World War 11 brought with it strife- 
And tears were shed for boys afar 

As some were lost 'neath foreign star - 
Then peace prevailed and life wore on, 

A new decade came with the dawn- 
The post-war era soon began 

And spread out wide like open fan, 

New subdivisions then were seen, 

The village did begin to preen- 
A few industries changed the scope, 

This town with progress did elope- 
Then more churches filled the need, 

Of Protestants to fit each creed- 
Business places soon increased, 

Property was bought and leased- 
Sauzer's Kiddie-land brought lots 
Of fun to oldsters and to tots- 
Scherwood Club amused the teen 

And furnished entertainment keen- 
Then a place for homeless boys, 

One to guarantee them joys, 

Was built on Jackson Highway site, 

Of Hoosier Town we do so write- 
This fine result from one man's dream, 
Reverend Campagna’s it does seem- 
For years on end the public school 

Taught grammar and the golden rule- 
in later days it burst its seams, 

And up went added walls and beams- 
Renamed for all his years of aid, 

Joe Homan School it then was made - 
Then like Topsy, ‘it just growed', 

Still too small a survey showed- 
So Peifer School was built indeed 
To fill a very urgent need- 
School board members have for years, 

Been guardians of our little ‘dears', 
Serving now in present tense. 

There is active Robert Gentz- 
Also showing good intent, 

Alfred Peifer . . . President- 
Supported too by Doctor Grove, 

For excellence they always strove- 
Other servants at this date , 

Town Board members let us state- 
Ralph McColly, Michael Kuhn . . . 

Joseph Zimmer and in tune, 

John J. Dreesen and one more, 

R. Teegarden ... head of corps- 
Another well-known name we hail, 

The overseer of the mail- 
Is Mary Kaiser, whom we toast 

As long time keeper of the ‘post'- 


Let's tip our hats to a fine gent, 

A pillar in the scout movement- 
An accolade to C. P. Smith, 

Should be given and forth-with- 
A word of honor too let's note, 

For senior citizens on whom we dote- 
To name the ‘over 80 set', 

Is such a pleasure, you can bet- 
Susan Govert's one to state, 

Mary Doctor does so rate- 
Of Carrie Stephen we must write 

And Susan Grimmer ... a delight- 
These names above then do complete, 

This small society ... ‘elite'- 
Here civic minded folks abide, 

One couldn't name all if he tried- 
A bit of praise deserves each one , 

For time or space it can't be done- 
Quickly we will just include 

These two men of present mood- 
Earl Kaeser sees to streets, we know 
And also guards the HO- 
The filtration plant is run 

By Robert Buchler, native son- 
We're to the present in our rhyme, 

Emerging on an era prime- 
We've eclipsed time and run a course, 

From covered wagon days and horse- 
To now when jets roar in the sky 
And astronauts go soaring by- 
We've still a village any case, 

Basking in a quiet grace- 
Yet not idle but abreast, 

Pushing forward and with zest- 
We've identity ... and yet 

Are meshed into the Calumet- 
Our ‘Down County' is a door 

That opens wide to the lake-shore, 

Where mighty open hearths do pour 
Mankind's wares from molten ore- 
Back o'er this threshold one can find 
Rural charms of every kind ... 

One hundred years we have reviewed, 

Searched each era for a mood- 
Olden data high is heaped, 

With nostalgia we are steeped- 
But to the future let us glance, 

May the coming years enhance 
The best these decades leave behind 
As wheels of progress surely grind- 
We lift our cup to future bright, 

For Schererville and hope it might 
Grow steadily and yet preserve 

Its dignity . . . and fine reserve- 
Onward, forward, hands entwined 
With good intent so well defined- 
We strive to leave a legacy 

For Twenty sixty-six A.D. 

So generations yet unknown 

Can reap the fruits of seeds now sown- 
Meantime there is cause we state 
For one and all to celebrate- 
Ring it out both loud and clear 

That centennial days are here- 
For there's joy and jubilation 

At these ‘CROSS-ROADS OF THE NATION'! 



Welcome to the 
Crossroads of the Nation... 


Schererville is now a century old and we, the residents, appreciate 
the opportunity to commemorate the labors of those who made this progress 
possible. We are well aware of the toil and hardships our forefathers en¬ 
dured so Chat we may now enjoy this fine community. To them we dedicate 
this book. 

We sincerely hope that all our friends and neighbors will join us in 
the celebration. 

I wish to thank all of the organizations, committees and individuals 
for their cooperation in making our Centennial such a great success. I feel 
this is an example of community spirit for which Schererville can be proud. 


ROBERT M. TEEGARDEN 

President Town Board 


CIVIL TOWN OF SCHERERVILLE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

ROBERT M. TEEGARDEN, President Town Board 

RALPH C. McCOLLY, Trustee MICHAEL A. KUHN, Trustee 

JOHN J. DREESEN, Trustee 

JOSEPH E. ZIMMER, Clerk Treasurer 

JAMES K. WHITAKER, Attorney 

MARION T. BRITTON, Office BETTY BOHLING, Office 


POLICE DEPARTMENT 

PHILIP SPIVAK, Chief 

WILLIAM ELLIS, Patrolman 1st Class ELMER DOCTOR, Patrolman 1st Class 

POLICE COMMISSION 

THEODORE PLIMPTON — HASKILL HOKE — ROY G. OLIVER 


TOWN EMPLOYEES 

EARL A. KAISER, Street & Water Commissioner 
ROBERT BUCHLER, Superintendent Sewage Plant 


WILLIAM J. GOVERT, Sr. 
GUS KRUIT 


WALLACE MICHAEL 
MICHAEL BIEDRON 


JAMES GAUTHIER, President 
VESTY SEBERGER 
ROBERT WIER 


ROBERT WIER 
RICHARD RAYFORD 


CLARENCE SMITH 

PARK BOARD 

DAVE FISHTORN 
JAMES CUNNINGHAM 
MRS. DAVID CROSS 

PLAN COMMISSION 

JOHN J. DREESEN 

BOARD OF ZONING 

JAMES GAUTHIER 


NICHOLAS KUHN 
BILLY JOE SKINNER 


TOM ELLIOT 
EDWARD KEIPER 


DONALD DUGGER, Secretary 
RALPH McCOLLY 
MIKE KUHN 


HERMAN PARKER 
RUSSELL MARTIN 


LEO SARGENT, Building Commissioner GEORGE HILL, Electrical Inspector 

HERMAN PARKER, Plumbing Inspector JOHN JASTRZAB, Electrical Inspector 




In Appreciation 

Over two years ago, the first sketchy plans were made to celebrate 
Schererville’s Centennial year For two successive years. Town picnics 
were held in July at Sauzer’s Park. From those ventures, we gained ex¬ 
perience and financial aid to approach our Birthday Year with confidence 
and determination. 

In December of 1965, we engaged the services of the Rogers Company 
of Fostoria, Ohio. With their “Plan of Action” and the excellent coopera¬ 
tion of hundreds of our own townspeople, we embarked on the biggest ad¬ 
venture in the history of Schererville. 

The hours spent in meetings and organization cannot be counted, but 
the harvest of those hours becomes apparent to all of us as we watch each 
day of our celebration unfold. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude 
to every person, who through time and effort, made an idea become a 
reality.The Schererville Centennial Celebration. 

It was a pleasure to serve as your General Chairman. 


WALLACE D. MICHAEL 



Schererville Centennial Corporation 


HONORARY CHAIRMEN 

Mr. & Mrs. William Bohney 
Mrs. Susan Govert 


OFFICERS 

Robert M. Teegarden, President Marion Britton, Secretary 

Clarence Smith, Vice-President Stanley Mastey, Treasurer 

Matthias Kuhn, Assistant Treasurer 
Sidney Strasburg, Legal Counselor 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Robert M. Teegarden Marion Britton John J. Dreesen, Jr. 

Clarence Smith Celia Adley Daniel Jordan 

Frank Sauzer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Wallace Michael, General Chairman 


John J. Dreesen, Jr., Headquarters Chairman 

Marion Britton, Secretary 
Stanley Mastey, Treasurer 
Al Peifer, Revenue Division 
Mr. & Mrs. Bud Phillips, Publicity 


Celia Adley, Women’s Participation 
Robert Adley, Men’s Participation 
Larry Anderson, Special Events 
James Watson, Spectacle Tickets 
Ted Plimpton, Spectacle Division 


Back row left to right: 

Robert Adley, 
Wallace Michael, 
Larry Anderson, 
James Watson, 
John Dreesen Jr., 
Stanley Mastey, 
Alfred Peifer. 
Seated: 
Shirley Phillips, 
Bud Phillips, 
Marian Britton, 
Clarence Smith, 
and Lucille Vance. 
Not pictured: 
Celia Adley, 
and Ted Plimpton. 



Special Events Division 

Larry Anderson, Division Chairman 

Bette Anderson, Asst. 


Women's Participation Division 

Mrs. Robert Adley, Chairman 

CENTENNIAL BELLES 


MERCHANT ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

Dan Jordan, Chairman 
Chuck Springer, Asst. 

Mrs. Daniel Jordan Mr Mike Phillips 

HISTORICAL WINDOWS COMMITTEE 


Mrs. John Murzyn, Chairman 


Mrs. S. J. Furjanic 
Mrs. Francis Schweitzer 
Mrs. Herbert Thiel 
Mrs. Alan Roebuck 
Mrs. Richard Laird 
Mrs. Ernest Raduenz 


Mrs. John Behary 
Mrs Robert Thornley 
Mrs. Richard Rayford 
Mrs. Clarence Hilbrich 
Mrs. Richard Bartolac 
Mrs. Eino Ranta 


Beckey Korellis, Co-Chairman 
Ella Sizemore, Co-Chairman 

PARADE COMMITTEE 

Tom Laskey, Jr., Chairman 
Tom Laskey, Sr. John Laskey John Pictor 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

Sam Vance, Chairman 


BONNETS AND DRESSES 

Mrs. Elmer Doctor, Chairman 


Mrs. Arthur Wilson 

Mrs. John Shott 

Mrs. Joseph Baumgartner 

Mrs. Eddie Scott 

Mrs. David Appenbrink 

Mrs. Robert Falcone 

Mrs. Robert Buchler 


Mrs. John Stephen, Jr. 
Mrs. Fred Ludwig 
Mrs. Frank Prochazka 
Mrs Anthony Mican 
Mrs. Stanley Kozuch 
Mrs. David Miller 
Mrs. Eugene Wall 


Mrs Andrew Pfeiffer 


HOSPITALITY CENTER COMMITTEE 

Jean Tippy, Co-Chairman 
Cathy Dinges, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. James Biel Mrs. Carrie Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Roscoe Protsman Miss Adele Kuhn 
Mrs. John Lesniewski Miss Mary Kae Schiesser 

Mrs. Edward Harder Mrs. Dan Jordan 

Mrs. Clarence Hilbrich Mrs Wm. Penman 

Mrs. Robert Ayersman Mrs. Kenneth Ogden 

Mrs. Marge Young Mrs. Ernest Paduenz 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Phil Spivak, Chairman 


TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

Dale Christenson, Chairman 

SPECIAL DAYS CHAIRMAN 

Jim Gauthier, Chairman 
Betty Teegarden, Chairman July 1st 
George Schiffbauer, Chairman July 2nd 
Bill Graham, Chairman July 3rd 
John Ehnen, Chairman July 4th 

TEEN DANCE 

Linda Fortner Bob Farcus Jerry Darnell 


PROMENADE AND CARAVAN 

Mrs. Charles Harbin, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. James Mulcahey, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. Russell Martin Mrs. Stanley Mastey 

Mrs. Mark Kinghorn Mrs. Allan Betz 

Rev. Mrs Eva Garrett Mrs. Dan Jordan 

Mrs. Peter Jaeger Mrs. Jerry Jordan 

Mrs John Lesniewski 

KANGAROO KORT 

Mrs. William Graham, Chairman 
Mrs. Richard Schelfo, Asst. 


Revenue Division 


Al Peifer, Chairman 


HISTORICAL PROGRAM 


Al Peifer, Chairman 


A. M. Peifer 
Frances Peifer 
Wilbur Fiegle 
Leona Fiegle 
Mrs. Archie Duffey 
Frank Sauzer 


Mr. & Mrs. Roscoe Protsman 
Mr. & Mrs. David Andrews 
Mr. & Mrs. Gayton Marks 
Mrs. Herman Grimmer 
Mr. Norbert Grimmer 
Mr. James McFadden 


NOVELTIES 

Johanna Duffey, Chairman 


CHILDREN'S PARADE 


Beverly Norris 


CELEBRATION BALL 

Leona Fiegle, Chairman 


HORSE SHOW 


CONCESSIONS 

Frank Sauzer, Chairman 


Dave Andrews 


Men's Participation Division Spectacle Ticket Division 


Robert J. Adley, Chairman 

BROTHERS OF THE BRUSH 

Merle Hammond, Chairman 


Norbert Grimmer Norman Kuhn 


Dale Heacock 


HATS AND TIES 

Herman Barker, Chairman 
Albert Woodard Jesse Matthews Martin Phillips 

PROMENADE AND CARAVAN 

Leonard Sizemore, Chairman 
James Pigg Don Kania Benson Worley 

KANGAROO KORT 

David Miller, Chairman 


KEYSTONE COPS 


Chuck Falcone 
Jim Boiler 
.\1 Betz 
Earl Hilbrich 
Frank Pfieffer 


Joe Glassford 
Neil Heisner 
Jim Riley 
Frank Britton 
Chuck Kuhn 


Tony Adler 
Marty Pisut 
Judge Rose 
Dave Miller 


Spectacle Division 

Theodore F. Plimpton, Chairman 

SCENARIO & TITLE COMMITTEE 

David A. Andrews, Chairman 
Mary Andrews 

PROPERTIES COMMITTEE 

Leo J. Grimmer, Chairman 
Ilobert R. Florkiewicz Donald Kania 

Elmer J. Doctor James E. Pigg 

CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE 

Michael Grimmer, Chairman 
Members of the Schererville Lions Club 

GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

David R. Cross, Chairman 

Alene Cross 

CAST COMMITTEE 

Kay J. Stuhlmacher, Chairman 
Cathy Goodrich Judith Jastrzab 

SOUND SYSTEM COMMITTEE 

Richard J. Schelfo, Chairman 

COSTUME & MAKE-UP COMMITTEE 

Charm Pigg, Chairman 

Doris Grimmer Mary Skinner Patricia Green 

Patricia Kania Selma McKeny Iona Glassford 


James H. Watson, Chairman 

TICKET COMMITTEE 

C. H. Willing, Chairman 
Cecilia Smith Gertrude Keilman 

ADVANCE SALE COMMITTEE 

Reign Ulm, Chairman 

QUEENS NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 

Mrs. John Siebert, Chairman 


Mrs. Wilbur Fiegle 
Miss Mary Kay Schiesser 
Mrs. Francis Schweitzer 
Mrs. Robert Barcus 
Mrs. Gregory Schafer 


Mrs. Joseph Govert 
Mrs. Steve So!an 
Mrs Russell Martin 
Mrs. Archie Duffev 
Mrs. Eddie Scott 


REGISTRARS 

Mrs. Anthony Kaiser Mrs. Robert Tippy 

Mrs. Herbert Govert Mrs. Alfred Hanson 

Mrs. James Dinges Mrs. Mark Kinghorn 

Mrs Eleanor Murzyn 

PATRON SEAT COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Robert Joseph, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. John Miller, Co-Chairman 


Mrs. Leslie Armstrong 
Mrs. David Cross 
Mrs. James Cunningsam 
Mrs. John Dreesen, Jr 
Mrs. Donald Dugger 


Mrs George Koremenos 
Mrs Richard Krame 
Mrs Russell Harrison 
Mrs. Billy Skinner 
Mrs. Charles Williams 


AWARDS COMMITTEE 

G. L. Plimpton, Chairman 

ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE 

Ruth Ulm, Co-Chairman 
Pauline Watson, Co-Chairman 
Patricia Larimer Rosemary Ritter 

AUDIENCE AREA COMMITTEE 


Paul 

John Shott 
Thomas Stamos 
Michael Grimmer 
Leonard Sizemore 
Richard Schelfo 
Roy Austgen 
Dave Andrews 


Lewkowski, Chairman 


Joseph Glassford 
Herman Parker 
James Dinges 
Norbert Fortener 
Fabian Zaskowski 
James Lewkowski 
Ted Stark 


Frank Stark 
Ed Scott 
Bob Buchler 
Edward Kaeser 
Earl Kaeser 
Tom Austgen 
Phil Spivak 


CASHIERS & GATES COMMITTEE 

Bob Peifer, Chairman 


Ronald Hanson 
Dennis Hanson 
Jim Fiegle 
Herb Gerlach 


Dick Gerlach 
Russ Reeder 
Reed Mathews 
George Huppenthal 


Robert Pakoczy 
Greg Schafer 
Trudy Keilman 
Cecilia Smith 


Publicity Division 

Mr. & Mrs. Bud Phillips, Chairmen 

PRESS RELEASE COMMITTEE 

Miss Cecilia Smith, Chairman 
Mrs. Joseph Craven Mr Bob Peifer 

Miss Kay Poi Miss Jacqueline Grimmer 

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER 

Mr. John Baker 

RADIO & TV COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Raymond W. Maas, Chairman 
Mrs. Bill Skinner, Co-Chairman 

DISTRIBUTION 

Mr. Leo Sargent, Chairman 
Mrs. Bill Skinner Boy & Girl Scouts 

Mr. James Pigg 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Mrs. Allan Betz, Chairman 
Mr. Boniface Britton Mr. Allan Betz 

Mrs. James Boiler Mr. James Boiler 


HEADQUARTERS 

John J. Dreesen, Jr., Chairman 
Mrs. Robert Teegarden, Asst. 

Mrs. Albert Stuhlmacher, Secretary 
Mrs. Frank Kania Mrs. Richard Shelfo 

Mrs. Eino Ranta Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kuhn 

Mrs. Wallace Michael Mrs. Larry Anderson 

Miss Cecilia Smith Miss Jacqueline Grimmer 

Mrs. WiUiam Arndt 

TREASURER 

Stanley Mastey, Treasurer 
Matthias Kuhn, Assistant 

SPECIAL CREDITS 
DONORS FOR CENTER 

Christenson Chevrolet, Headquarters Car 
Continental Coffee, Hospitality Center Coffee 

Burney Brothers Bakery, Pastries 
James J. Dinges, (Contractor), Sets 
Unique Bakery, Pastries 
Vogel's Bakery, Pastries 


SPEAKERS 

Mr. Donald Newhouser, Chairman 


Schererville Centennial Corporation Officers 
Left to Right: Robert M. Teegarden President, 
Clarence Smith. Vice President. Daniel Jordan. 
John J. Dreesen. Jr Seated; Mrs. Robert Adley. 
Missing from picture Mrs. B. Britton, Secretary 

and Frank Sauzer. 



History Of 
Our 

"Crossroads" 

The trails coming up from the South, inward 
from the East, leading out to the West, were cross¬ 
ed and joined by other trails leading around the 
foot of Lake Michigan. Over them passed innu¬ 
merable hosts of Red Men long before the first 
White Men made their appearance in the Calumet 
area. Over them traversed Father Marquette, 
trapper, hunter, trader, missionary, pioneer. 

These Indian trails were soon to become the 
wagon roads, the post roads, railroads and now 
motor roads. It was here that the Indian trails 
converged and diverged, and it is here that the 
railroads crossed and the modern highways, East 
and West and North to South now cross. It is the 
“Crossroads of the Nation.” 

It was from here that the French explorer, 
Father Marquette, in 1675 began his journey up the 
East side of Lake Michigan. From the earliest 
recorded history of the region, this land at the 
Southern tip of Lake Michigan has been known as 
the “crossroads”. It was crisscrossed by countless 
Indian trails, the most noted of these being the old 
Sauk. The five Indian tribes using the Sauk trail 
joined their allies, the British in the War of 1812, 
and for their assistance were given an annuity in 
goods to be picked up each year. Yearly they 
made their journey from the area around Rock 
Island to Malden down the river from Detroit. 

When Indiana became a state in 1816, the In¬ 
diana Territory opened for settling. The “Calu¬ 
met” (Michigan City to Hammond) was to remain 
unsettled until it became known as “Indiana’s last 
Frontier”. The great Kankakee Marsh proved an 
unsurmountable barrier for settlement from the 
South, and the vast “Black Swamp” on Northwest¬ 
ern Ohio blocked the only direct route from the 



East. 

In 1833 with the completion of the Dearborn- 
Detroit trail near Michigan City, the area became 
available to settlers. They had two choices of tra¬ 
vel from Michigan City, the “old post road” (North 
Fork) and the South Fork, which followed the Sauk 
trail. 

The Sauk trail was already worn to a deep rut 
across the lonesome prairie by the Sauk. Pottawat- 
tomie and Fox Indians who had marched to their 
new homes in the West not too many years before. 
The few Indians left were hesitant to leave their 
hallowed grounds, but by the late 1840’s they too 
had gone West. The Indians were seen only on oc¬ 
casion after that when they would return to visit 
their dead. 


Foot Path To Wagon Roads 

The White Men. some for adventure and others 
for economic, religious or political reasons, fol¬ 
lowed the trail to seek a new life. Once they had 
arrived in Michigan City, these early pioneers 
used any means possible to finish their journey 
down the Sauk Trail, known by then as the “Main 
Road” or road to Joliet. The road was marked by 
crosses and evidences of hardships suffered by 
those who had gone before. Lake County, Indiana 
(Lake Court House), was for many, a severe dis¬ 
appointment. The realization that this wild land, 
so much of it wet and swampy, was what they had 
struggled so hard to reach, was unbearable. 

There were a few, who were hopeful and push¬ 
ed a little further West of the area of St. John 
Township, then known as “Prairie West”, to es¬ 
tablish their homesites. It was to this land, matted 
with thick, green spongy grass and almost sur¬ 
rounded by boggy marshes, where the fallen rotted 
trees and matted leaves had dammed the swamps 
into bodies of water resembling lakes, that John 
Hack brought his family to live. He was the first 
German Catholic that was to settle so heavily in 
the area of St. John Township. Another group of 
settlers followed shortly and one of them, Mr. John 
Reeder, located in the area, now Schererville. Two 
grown sons and some daughters made the journey 
with him and his wife. Reeder was afflicted with 
ague and malaria fever, caused by the swamps 
and unable to last through the winter. His wife 
died in the spring. 

The wagons straggled in, a few a year, but 
most of the settlers, after attempting to establish a 
homestead, gave up and moved on West. The only 
ones who did stay were so beggarly poor that 
they could not find a way out, or were of such 
great determination that they would not give up. 
The birds and insects would swoop down on the 
grain fields and it would be a fight to the death to 
raise enough food to eat. 

The tales of men who had frozen along the 
road back East when they were attempting to se- 


We open our Centennial Headquarters May 5, 1966. 
Pictured from left: Robert M. Teegarden, Centennial 
Corp. Pres.; Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Bohney, Honorary . 
Chairmen; John J. Dreesen, Jr., Headquarters Chairman. 









cure food for their families in the winters, were 
numerous. Illnesses that would be handled easily 
today, proved fatal to the settlers. The epidemics 
of diphtheria and scarlet fever nearly wiped out 
whole families. 

Wagon Roads To Railroads 

There were many families struggling for sur¬ 
vival in the area of Schererville, when A.N. Hart, 
a wizard in land speculation, came and first saw 
this immense Cady Marsh. He contemplated the 
possibility of draining the land even though he 
knew that Mr. Paxton, a state surveyor, had re¬ 
cently deemed it unfit and impossible to drain. Mr. 
Hart found it a challenging idea and by the time 
he purchased his tract of despised swamp land, he 
was confident he could do the job. 

The main artery of this fantastic drainage 
system was Hart’s ditch, which carried the water 
to Plum Creek near Dyer, and then into the Little 
Calumet River. He engaged in the business of 
building wagon roads and along the side of each, 
he would run his trademark, a fine drainage ditch. 

When Mr. Hart started his project, it was for 
the purpose of land speculation, but the following 
years changed his entire life and the future of the 
whole area. He grew to love digging ditches and 
he had a one horse buggy in which he would ride 
throughout his land, with his ever handy hoe. If 
he saw an obstruction, he would stop and clean it 
out. 

He soon found that he had thousands of acres 
of rich alluvial soil, whose depth of fertility could 
never be ■impoverished. This fact has been attes¬ 
ted to by the fact that some of the most productive 
truck farms in the area are still located on this 
land that A. N. Hart reclaimed from the swamp. 


Left to right in front of Gard’s store: 
Michael Steuer, Marshal; Harry Gard, child; 
George N. Gard, owner; and Mr. Popovich. 


At the Hartsdale farm, he set up hay presses and 
went into the pressed hay business and shipped his 
hay from Schererville alter the arrival of the rail¬ 
road in 1865. 

The tracks of the Chicago Great Eastern Ohio 
Panhandle Railroad were laid across the main 
road (now Joliet Street) at the point, where the 
town of Schererville is now celebrating its centen¬ 
nial, commemorating the town that Nicholas 
Scherer envisioned at the point of this early 
“crossroads” jn 1866. 

Nicholas Scherer was a determined and indus¬ 
trious man. unlike the forceful and dynamic Hart, 
who most often gambled on an idea that his neigh¬ 
bors thought was sheer folly. Scherer was a de¬ 
termined planner, displaying the sturdy German 
industriousness that had enabled those who had 
persevered in this land of Schererville. Having 
conquered the extreme hardships of the land that 
they had cursed when they arrived, the pioneers 
and Nicholas Scherer crossed paths and layed out 
a community. 

Railroads To Stone Roads 

The first order of business in the new town, 
which in 1866 was composed of about 25.families, 
most of whom were German Catholics, was a new 
school. The school was a frame building, known 
as District Number One School. It was erected 
in 1866, from funds provided by the Township Trus¬ 
tee. Adreon Cook was the director. In the same 
year the postoffice was approved and Matthias 
Meyer became the first postmaster. 

It was in 1870 that John Thiel came from his 
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job with Studebaker buggy works in Chicago, and 
bought the small buggy works belonging to Adam 
Spanier in Schererville. He opened a blacksmith 
shop, which in those days was a great asset to any 
town. It was located where the present post office 
and drug store are today. Because of the shop the 
entire community began to grow and prosper, peo¬ 
ple would come from the entire area and while 
waiting would patronize the other business estab¬ 
lishments. Across the street was Michael Grim- 
mer’s dairy. He also owned the general store 
where Gard’s store is today. Next to the general 
store was Schubert’s saloon, and on the west side 
of the railroad tracks was a grain elevator. John 
Austgen also had a saloon and his brother ran a 
grocery store across the street. Henry Lustig 
operated a cigar factory and a number of the bus¬ 
inessmen banned together to erect an ice-house. 
Bernard Schulte, who ran a meat market was also 
the township trustee. Where George Hartley’s 
farm is, Jacob Scholl, who was a carpenter had a 
steam saw which he used to cut lumber for his 
work. 

The Catholic church, St. Michael’s, was built 
in 1873 with the first pastor Rev. King coming two 
years later. He was followed by Rev. Berg. The 
cemetery was consecrated in 1895, on land donated 
to the church by Nicholas Scherer. In 1894 the 
Township built a new brick school and sold the old 
one to St. Michael’s. It became the first parochial 
school. 

Under Michael Grimmer, the Township Trus¬ 
tee, the town had its first stone road. The road 
was paved in 1911. 

Paved Roads To Crossroads 

The point which many townsmen now consider 
the “crossroads” of Schererville lies at the junc¬ 
tion of U S. Routes 41 and 30. Route 30, the old 
Lincoln Highway, where it runs through the center 
of the business district is Joliet street, part of the 
old main road which followed the Indian trails 
from Detroit to Joliet. The Lincoln Highway was 
paved in 1911. The intersection of Routes 30 & 41, 




1934. 

In 1926. the battles that ensued over the up¬ 
grading of Joliet Street (Lincoln Highway) really 
rocked the town. The State was coming to re-sur¬ 
face Joliet Street. At that time the road was about 
4 feet below its present level in the town area and 
at the railroad tracks, traffic had to slow down to 
cross the high hump—if not, the ride was as close 
to an airplane ride as anything around. „The prob¬ 
lem started because many people would have to 
move homes, fill their land and build sidewalks. 
For the next 2 or 3 years the town minutes are full 
of disagreements, and lawsuits about this prob¬ 
lem. The work, however, was finally completed. 

In 1935 Route 41 was widened, thus relieving 
the traffic problem at the junction of 41 and 30. In 
1929, Teibel’s built their restaurant and remodeled 
it to its present structure in 1957. This busy U.S. 
intersection has Sauzer’s Waffle Shop on the cor¬ 
ner opposite Teibel’s, which is on the SE corner, 
as we know it today, was being paved from 1932 to 
On the NW corner is the Big Top Super Market 
and Shopping Center. In the rear of Big Top is 
Sauzer’s Kiddieland. All of these establishments 
attract people from all over the area. They are 
widely known because of their location at the 
“Crossroads of the Nation — Routes 41 and 30”. 

In 1962. the Business Men’s Association was 
formed. It has now developed into the Scherer¬ 
ville Chamber of Commerce. 

In December of 1953, the master plan for the 
sewerage system and disposal plant was acted 
upon. Clyde Williams & Associates of South Bend 
was hired to make the drawings. The Town Board 
at this time was composed of S. Carahoff, S. Tei- 
bel, A. Schreiber, and Clerk J. Zimmer. 

The present site of the sewage disposal plant 
was purchased in 1957, but the plant was not start¬ 
ed until 1964 by the Gaskill & Walton Construction 
Co. of Crete, Illinois. The work was completed in 
1965 and the plant went into operation. Loitz Bros. 
Construction Co of Grant Park, Illinois did the 
work of laying the sewer lines. Robert Buchler was 
named first superintendent of the Sewer System. 

Bernard Schulte’s Meat Market 
formerly located at the Southeast corner 
of Joliet Street and Central Avenue. 







Building Water 
Works. 





The entire cost of the initial sewer project was 
$1,236,571.40. 

Schererville’s Water Works became operative 
in 1920. 

In 1959. the Acquatore (Water Tower) was 
started in Schererville. It was the first of its kind 
in the world. Reign Ulm, a Schererville resident 
and an engineer at Graver Tank, was in charge of 
the project. 

Histories of the various town departments. 
Fire, Police, School are carried in individual ar¬ 
ticles. Histories of many of the town’s pioneer 
families are also published herein. These all have 
most interesting facts which throw light on the 
town’s growth. 

Several industries have settled in Schererville, 
to name them: Maynard Metals, Schererville 
Steel, Midwest Pipe Coating, Fertilizer plant. Just 
recently, the Illinois Bell Telephone Co., erected 
an exchange building. 

The town also has a bank, a branch of the 
Hoosier State Bank of Hammond of which Mr. 
John Wilhelm is president. 





1911 _ Town Board — 1966 

The Civil Town of Schererville was incorpora¬ 
ted September 5th, 1911 and the following were 
members of the incorporating committee: John A. 
Mager, Jacob Scholl. Sarinis Swets, with Peter A. 
Grimmer as clerk and Frank Berwanger as treas¬ 
urer. All were approved as Town Board members 
in the election on November 7, 1911. 

1912, January 1 - New Board Members were 
as follows: John Mager, S. P. Swets. Joseph Risch, 
P. A. Grimmer, clerk; Frank Berwanger, treas¬ 
urer. 

1913, November 5 - William J. Govert was elec¬ 
ted to the office of the Town Clerk. 

1920, June 5 - William Hilbrich was pres, of the 
Town Board - other members were Frank Scholl 
and John Austgen. 

1923 - Town Board Members were, Wm. Hil¬ 
brich, pres.; Wm. Bohney, John Thiel and Wm. 
Govert, clerk. 

1924, January 5 - Wm. Bohney elected pres, of 
the Town Board - Thad Fancher as Town Attorney 

1926. July 3 - Town Board - Wm Bohney, pres., 
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Wm Hilbrich, John Thiel, Wm. Govert, Clerk - 
John Thiel resigned and Olline Thiel was appoin¬ 
ted. 

1927, March 4 - William Hilbrich resigned - 
Matt Kuhn (Mathias R. Kuhn) was appointed. 

1929, August 29 - Wm Bohney, Mathias R. 
Kuhn, and C. J. Schafer were the Town Board. 
A. P. Thiel had resigned on October 1, 1928, Board 
did not accept his resignation until March 12, 1929 
when C. J. Schafer was appointed. 

1938, October - Wm J. Govert was shot to 
death by a disgruntled worker - Mrs. Susan Go¬ 
vert finished out the unexpired term of her hus¬ 
band. 

1940 - Town Board members were as follows: 
Clarence J. Schafer, William Bohney, Samuel 
Corts and Alfred H. Govert as Clerk-Treasurer. 

1943 - Samuel Corts was summoned to a great¬ 
er life and Mrs. Corts was appointed to serve the 
unexpired term. 


Y.W.C.A. and Restaurant 

Second from left: Fred Henderlong, first fire chief. 
Other three gentlemen, members of a train crew. 


1944. January 1 - a new Board of Trustees were 
sworn in - John A. Scheidt, Michael Seberger, 
Simeon T. Carahoff and Joseph E. Zimmer, Clerk- 
Treas. Edward E. Belshaw was appointed as the 
new town attorney. 

1945, Mav - John A. Scheidt resigned and Mar¬ 
tin Teibel was appointed to fill the unexpired term. 

1947, Election - Simeon T. Carahoff, Martin 
Teibel and Aloys Schreiber - Trustees; Joseph E. 
Zimmer, Clerk-Treasurer. 

1950. December 23 - Martin Teibel resigned 
and Stephen Teibel was appointed. 

1951 - Same Town Board Members, Carahoff, 
Schreiber and Stephen Teibel. 

1955 - Town Election - Simeon T. Carahoff, 
Aloys Schreiber, Charles Eager, Robert Teegar- 
den, Trustees, Joseph E. Zimmer, Clerk-Treasur¬ 
er. 

1959. September - Mrs. Faye Carahoff was ap¬ 
pointed to fill the unexpired term of Sim Carahoff 
who passed away in early August 1959. 

1960. January 1 - Board Members - Robert M. 
Teegarden, Ralph C. McColly, James E. Gau¬ 
thier, John Seman - Clerk-Treasurer, Joseph E. 
Zimmer. 

1964. January 1 - Town Board Members, Ro¬ 
bert M. Teegarden, John J. Dreesen, Jr., John Se¬ 
man, Ralph C. McColly - Joseph E. Zimmer, 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

1964. March - Michael A. Kuhn was appointed 
to serve the unexpired term of John Seman. de- 
ceased 

1964 - Elliot Belshaw and James K. Whitaker 
assumed the role as town attorney on the death of 
Edward E. Belshaw. 

Present Board Members - July 1966 are: Ro¬ 
bert M. Teegarden, Michael A. Kuhn, John J. 
Dreesen, Jr , Ralph C. McColly, Joseph E. Zim¬ 
mer, Clerk-Treasurer. 


Present Town Board: 
Seated left to right • 
Ralph McColly, 
Michael Kuhn. 
Robert M. Teegarden, 
President; 
John J. Dreesen, Jr., 
and John Zimmer, 
Clerk-Treasurer. 
Standing from left- 
Robert Buchler, 
Sewage Plant Supt.; 
Earl Kaiser, 
Street Supt.; 
James K. Whitaker, 
Attorney; 
Leo Sargent, 
Build. Commissioner. 










Joliet Street looking East 

Town Marshal Redar and motorcycle 




Showing off police car and 
- fire engine back in 1930 




Progress at present day crossroads. 
Ground is broken for Hoosier State Bank. 



January, 1958 shows George 
Mason’s store on Joliet 



Town Marshal Pete Redar and his Police Auxiliary 
From left: Tom Long, John Stephen, Joseph Zimmer, 
Milton Wickhorst, Gene Wall, James Westerfield, 
John Seaman, Philip Spivak, Bob Teegarden & Pete. 
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Nicholas and Frances Scherer 


X ( 


OUR FOUNDER 

NICHOLAS 

SCHERER 

Many Men Came and Passed By 
But It Took This Man To See 
The Possibility Of This Crossroads 
and Develop It . . . 


Nicholas Scherer was born on the 29th day of 
June in Scheren, Germany in the Saar Valley. He 
was one of seven children of John and Mary Scher¬ 
er. He came to the United States with neighbor 
families at the age of 13. They landed in New 
York, passage port to LaPorte, Indiana in 1846. 
They traveled from LaPorte by horse and wagon 
to Lake County and settled in the town of St. John. 
Nicholas worked for farmers grubbing stumps and 
tilling the soil after his arrival to repay them for 
his passage to America. 

Three years later he sent for his brother Mat¬ 
thias. In 1849 they opened a saloon in St. John, to 
which they later added a hotel. This was the first 
saloon in Lake County. In the years that followed 
they opened a distillery in Dyer which was oper¬ 
ated by Matt, and it was known for the fine corn 
whiskey made there. 

In *1853, at the age of 20, Scherer became a 
contractor working for the State of Indiana as a 
swamp-land ditcher. He was later appointed land 
commissioner and held this position until he en¬ 
tered his railroad interests. He was engaged by 
the railroads to build road beds, with the use of 
horses and wheel scrapers. He later was hired by 
the Pan Handle Division of the Chicago and Great 
Eastern Railroad (now the Pennsylvania Rail¬ 
road) to superintend a section of the road from 
Richmond, Indiana to Chicago. He had charge of 
the building and repairing as well as running all 
kinds of trains. In addition to his official connec¬ 
tion with the Chicago and Great Eastern, he built 



Seated left to right: Frank Homan, Leslie Robinson, 
Frank Scholl, Frank Berwanger. 

Standing left to right: Matt Scholl and George Scholl. 












Pennsylvania depot and milk station. 


Scherer’s home, which still stands at 33 Wilhelm Street. 
On porch Mr. & Mrs. Scherer and unidentified lady. 
Standing left of porch, left to right: Mary Scherer, 
Catherine Young, Harry Austgen and Joseph Scherer. 
Seated left to right. Mamie Scherer and Romie Young. 



sections of the Monon, Michigan Central, Eastern 
Illinois and the Milwaukee and St. Paul railroads. 
Mr. Scherer continued with his varied railroad in¬ 
terests for about 12 years. 

In 1863 Governor Morton appointed Nicholas 
Scherer a 2nd Lieutenant for the enlisting and re¬ 
cruiting service of Indiana. He was instrumental 
in securing 140 recruits, and was a major in the 
State Militia himself. 

In 1865 Nicholas Scherer and N. D. Wright pur¬ 
chased 70 acres of land from John Redar along 
the right of way of the soon-to-be-completed Pan- 
Handle Road. Scherer laid out his village on 40 
acres of land divided into 400 lots, and gave it his 
family name. The village with the name of Scher¬ 
erville was recorded on April 10, 1866 located in 
the township of St. John, County of Lake, in the 
State of Indiana. 

Scherer sold his interests in Dyer and moved 
to Schererville in 1867. At this time in addition to 
railroad interests, he was engaged in the business 
of shipping sand from Schererville, he also dealt 
in real estate in the common sense of the word, 
and was a successful farmer. In fact it would have 
been impossible to conceive of the town’s survival 
without the well-directed industries and services 
founded and fostered by Mr. Scherer. 

Nicholas Scherer married Frances Uhlen- 
brock, also a native of Germany, in 1862 while 
still residing in St. John. They were the parents 
of seven children; Anna, Mrs. Nicholas Schafer; 
Margaret, Mrs. Adam Gerlach; Nicholas Jr. killed 
by lightning in 1893; Theresa, Mrs. Jacob Austgen; 
John G. died in 1892; Joseph died in 1891; Mary 
died in her teens. Mr. Scherer’s parents resided 
with him in their last years and died at the ad¬ 
vanced ages of 103 and 99. The Scherers were Ro¬ 
man Catholics. They served the church financially 
as well as personally, and donated land for church 
building purposes and the cemetery. 

Nicholas Scherer’s labors were of the charac¬ 
ter that contributed to the development and im¬ 
provement of the entire area, as well as to his 
individual prosperity. Outside the strict path of 
business he was an instrumental factor in promo¬ 
ting movements for the welfare of the general 
public. Through the years he served as swamp¬ 
land commissioner, road superintendent, con¬ 
stable, recruiting officer, and as postmaster of 
Schererville. Mr. Scherer also represented the 
district for one term in the State Legislature. 

Nicholas Scherer is numbered among the hon¬ 
ored pioneers in the historic annals of Lake Coun¬ 
ty, having played such a prominent part in the 
development of the county. He came to Indiana 
empty handed, and in a humble capacity entered 
business life His indefatigable energy and indus¬ 
try brought him personal integrity and financial 
success. Mr Scherer, recognizing that each day 
held its duty and its opportunity, performed to the 
best of his ability each task that came to him. 

Mr. Scherer retired form the active life of 
work and business in 1895. In 1907, at the age of 
74, he passed away at his home. Funeral services 
were held at St. Michael’s Church in Schererville, 
he is interred in the parish cemetery. 
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Congratulations 

SCHERERVILLE 

On Your Hundredth Birthday 


One hundred years is quite a milestone, 
and the good people of Schererville de¬ 
serve all the congratulations you will re¬ 
ceive this year. We Know. NIPSCO — or 
its forerunners - have been serving the 
needs of northern Indiana communities 
since 1853 (when the Fort Wayne Gas Light 
Company was organized). In the years we 
have had the pleasure of serving your 
community, NIPSCO has been happy to 
share in your progress, and we look for¬ 
ward to many, many more years of the 
same. Happy Birthday! 



Northern Indiana 
Public Service 
Company 
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Aaron Norton Hart 


Prior to his arrival in northern Indiana, Aaron 
Norton Hart had been a publisher in Philadelphia. 
As to the year he came, histories of this area vary 
irom 1855 to 1857. One source notes that he had 
“engaged in successful eastern and western book 
ventures”. Thus he may have passed through a 
iew tunes before he decided to make this region 
iiis home. Quite likely it was company business 
that brought him through here, because the Hart 
lirm had published a variety of beautifully-illus¬ 
trated volumes on Western life. One thing is cer¬ 
tain, however; A. N. Hart looked upon the im¬ 
mense Cady’s marsh, then covered with water, 
and the large pond called Lake George which lay 
between what is now Schererville and Dyer and 
:iaw a potential which before had gone unnoticed. 
What followed changed the course of his life and 
hastened the development of the prosperous com¬ 
munities in this portion of Lake County. 

By the end of 1857, Aaron Hart had purchased 
several thousand acres of the “despised swamp 
lands” from the government at prices ranging 
irom 75 cents to $1.25 an acre. He then proceeded 
to drain the land by constructing an elaborate sys¬ 
tem of ditches through it. This system has as its 
main artery the Hart Ditch, which connects with 
Plum Creek in Dyer and flows to the Little Calu¬ 
met River. When the digging of the Hart Ditch 
was completed, about twenty thousand acres of 
fertile land were made available for settlement 
and productivity. 

Sam B. Woods, in his “The First Hundred 
Years of Lake County, Indiana” says: “Hart, with 
ihe help of hired men and two yoke of oxen plowed 
a ditch from Plum Creek at Dyer to Ridge Road”. 
When the ditch had to be deepened, Mr. Woods 
writes, Eldred Munster Jr. was given the job. 
“This he did by filling a big box with sand and 
drawing it out of the ditch with oxen. There were 
ao scrapers or steam shovels in those days and 
that was the beginning of the big ditch you now 
cross on Ridge Road west of Highland.” 

Hart moved his family from Philadelphia to 
Dyer in 1861. That town, incidently, took its 
name from Mrs. Hart’s maiden name. Then, for 
a few years. Hart concentrated his main energy 
on the real estate business in Chicago, employing 
others to develop his Indiana holdings. In a few 
years, however, the supervision of the Hartsdale 
farm of 8,000 acres began to demand most of his 
time and effort. He was also accumulating more 
land in Lake County, and by 1880 had more than 
15,000 acres - worth by this time, from $30 to $300 
an acre. At the time of his accidental death on 
January 12, 1883. he owned 17.000 acres, mostly in 
St. John Township. 


v 



Aaron Norton Hart 


One history of Lake County, written before 
Hart’s death, states that five railroads, five sta¬ 
tions and fifteen miles of track were on the Hart’s 
farm, and “as many as eight or nine railroads 
cross his land, giving him in all about twenty-five 
miles of track”. The farm had about twenty-five 
miles of fences, and about the same length oi 
ditches. There were about forty employees on the 
farm, which was devoted to raising herds of cattle 
and dairy herds and producing crops of grain and 
vegetables. Sam Woods, in writing of the Hart 
farm notes: “The principal crop in the early hi¬ 
story of the development of this region was wild 
hay. Some of it was used for stuffing horse collars 
and some - what they call packing hay - was used 
for packing breakable goods for shipment.” 

As to Aaron N. Hart himself. Miss Bessie Hart 
of Crown Point recalls that her grandfather was a 
“short man who always had a pocketful of peanuts 
for her.” Sam Woods wrote that Hart always said 
- “This land will be valuable some day!”, and 
Miss Hart recalls an incident which emphasizes 
this faith. She said that her father, Milton and 
her grandfather were surveying some land Hart 
had bought along the shore of Lake Michigan, land 
which is now a part of Gary. 

As the two were resting for lunch her grand¬ 
father asked: “Well son. what do you think of our 
sand and tumbleweed?” 

“I wouldn’t give you a nickle for the whole 
outfit”, Milton Hart declared. 



Martha Dyer Hart 


“Oh you are very wrong” replied the elder 
Hart. “You will live to see a wonderful harbor 
here some day.” 

One can assume, from the variety and the 
content of the letter which he saved, that Aaron 
Hart had a genuine interest in people. His em¬ 
ployees - at least those in supervisory positions - 
stayed with him for long periods of time. And from 
all accounts, he got along well with his neighbors. 


Wilhelmine Stallbohn Kaske, writing of her child¬ 
hood in early Munster where her father ran the 
Brass Tavern, says “I can well remember old Mr. 
Hart riding through on horseback, dressed in over¬ 
alls and wearing a plug hat. He used to stop at 
least once a week for dinner with us.” 

Mrs. Hart was, for much of her life, an in¬ 
valid. Hart was a very attentive husband, and fre¬ 
quently took his wife into Chicago for medical 
treatment. Bessie Hart recalls that the Great 
Chicago Fire of 1871 occurred on one of those trips, 
and her grandparents had to leave the city by 
horse and wagon. Normally, they traveled by 
tra ; n. Hart always arranged for permanent passes 
and the stopping of trains at his convenience be¬ 
fore he allowed a railroad to cross his property. 
(As one history notes, he also insisted that each 
railroad maintain adequate drainage along its 
right-of-way.) 

The Harts had four children-three sons, West, 
Milton and Malcolm; and one daughter, Flora 
West, according to Sam Woods,, “was a wild fel¬ 
low and a good many funny stories were told oi 
his escapades.” However, the only wild tale Mr. 
Woods tells about West is one which concerned 
him selling his father the same mule on two dif¬ 
ferent occasions - the elder Hart thus ended up 
with a matched team of one mule. 

West and Flora died childless. The descen¬ 
dants of Aaron Hart through Milton are in the 
fifth generation: and through Malcolm, his young¬ 
est son who carried on and -expanded many of his 
father’s enterprises, in the sixth generation. A 
part of the original Hart Holdings in Schererville 
also remain in possession of his heirs. 

Aaron Hart was a “crank on ditches” Sam 
Woods wrote. Another history said “Ditching is 
Mr. Hart’s hobby and he evidently rides it most 
successfully.” 

It was a remarkable coincidence, then, that he 
should meet his death in a ditch on January 12, 
1883. This is a portion of the account of the acci¬ 
dent printed in a local paper at that time. “Fri¬ 
day morning about 11:30 o’clock. Mr. Hart was 
superintending the construction of a ditch cutting 
off a large bend in Plum Creek, which flows 
through his farm at Dyer. The ditch had already 
been cut thorugh and a current was flowing. The 
bottom of the ditch was about two feet wide and 
the banks some ten or twelve feet high. A man 
was working just ahead of him, cutting off clods 
and frozen earth, while Mr. Hart was standing at 
the bottom of the ditch, pulling the loosened clods 
down into the ditch that they might float off. Sud¬ 
denly, without warning, the left-bank caved, the 
sharp frozen edge of the falling bank striking him 
in the region of the heart. Death was instantane¬ 
ous.” 

Thus ended the life of a man who possessed a 
great faith in the future of Schererville and the 
surrounding communities, and who had the energy 
and skill to hasten their settlement and growth. 
As Sam B Woods states: “In a thousand years 
from now. if a history of this area were written. 
Aaron Norton Hart should hold a prominent place 
in the story of its development.” 
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Seberger barn — largest fire 
Schererville ever had. 


John Seberger 
Early Settler 

John Seberger was born on February 2, 1821, 
in Gerweiler, Germany. At the age of twenty-one 
John made plans to come to America. He left 
Gerweiler on April 30, 1842, and traveled several 
months before he reached London, where he book¬ 
ed passage on a boat sailing for the United States. 
After he arrived in New York, he traveled by boat, 
first to Albany and then to Buffalo. He took a train 
from Buffalo to Chicago, where he was able to 
borrow a team of horses to complete his journey. 
On August 30, 1842 he reached his destination, Otis, 
Indiana, located near Michigan City, where his 
brother Matt had settled several years earlier. 

While in Otis John learned that the govern¬ 
ment was selling land in Indiana for $1.25 an acre. 
He went to Winnamac, Indiana where he paid fifty 
dollars for forty acres of land located where the 
present town of Schererville is today. In the fall 
of 1842, he built a log cabin on these forty acres 
and became the third settler in this area. 

He married Catherine Hack on February 10, 
1846. They made their home on the original home¬ 
stead and were the parents of eleven children. 

Catherine Seberger passed away in 1860. Later 
John married Susan Miller of Chicago. To John 



and Susan were born fourteen children, of whom 
Elizabeth Schiska, now ninety years old, is the 
only survivor. 

John continued to improve and enlarge his 
farm, which at the time of his death, August 6, 
1893. was divided among his three sons, Mathias, 
Jacob and Michael. They established three indi¬ 
vidual farms where each lived until his death. 

The house that replaced the log cabin on the 
original forty acres became part of the farm own¬ 
ed by Jacob His three children, Sylvester, Elsie, 
and Leona Seberger hold the original “General 
Land Grant” signed by James K. Polk, President 
of the United States. This house, which is now one- 
hundred twenty-three years old, is one of the old¬ 
est structures still standing in Schererville. 

Mrs. Elizabeth ‘Seberger’ Schiska, now living 
in Ohio, often visits in her childhood home with 
her many nieces and nephews in this area. 


Top row 
standing left to right: 
Peter Seberger, John 
Seberger Jr., Kate 
Seberger, Joe Seberger, 
Lena Seberger Wein, 
Frank Seberger, 
Mary Seberger Treinen, 
Nick Seberger. 
Sitting left to right, 
second row: 
Matt Seberger, 
Susie Seberger Thiel, 
Margaret Seberger 
Homan, John 
Seberger (father), Susan 
Seberger (mother), 
George Seberger on 
Mother’s lap, Jacob 
Seberger, Michael 
Seberger, Anna 
Seberger Heiser. 
Bottom row, 
left to right: 
Lizzie Seberger Schiska, 
Joe Seberger, Barbara 
Seberger Grimmer. 











Nicholas Schafer 

Nicholas Schafer was born June 29, 1849 in St. 
John, Indiana to Matt Schafer and Barbara (Da¬ 
vis) Schafer. He spent his early life on the farm 
with his parents. 

In the year 1872 Nicholas married Anna Scher¬ 
er from Schererville. After their marriage they 
moved to Chicago, where he worked in a grocery 
store. After living there two and one half years, 
and not liking city life they returned to Scherer¬ 
ville. 

While living in Chicago, a son Nicholas Jr. was 
born to this couple. Most of Nicholas Jr’s life was 
spent with his parents. He passed away April 27, 

1949. 


Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Schafer 
on their 65th Wedding Anniversary. 


Another son Edward was born in 1875. He was 
killed accidentally at the age of twenty four. A 
daughter was born November 22, 1878. She was 
named Mary. She married John Schiessle and 
after his death. Mary returned with her two child¬ 
ren to live with her parents. Joseph Schafer’s 
birthday was; February 3, 1880. He is 86 and pre¬ 
sently living in San Diego, California. John was 
born in 1882. He is retired and lives in St. Peters¬ 
burg, Florida. Frances was born in 1883 and died 
at the age of 18 months. Albert was born Novem¬ 
ber 17, 1885 and after his marriage moved to Oma¬ 
ha, Nebraska where he did carpenter work until 
his death. Elizabeth was born on December 23, 
1887. She married Russell B. Cromer and lives at 
125 Wilhelm St. William was born in 1890 and 
after his marriage moved to Terre Haute until 
his death. Clarence, the youngest son was born 
October 2, 1896. He and his wife Augusta reside at 
1704 Austin Avenue 

Nicholas Schafer learned the trade of cobbler 
from his father and uncle. After he returned to 
Schererville he did farming and opened a cobbler 
shop, where many of the town’s people had their 
shoes repaired. He was County Assessor for many 
years and also worked as road foreman for the 
County. Records show that Mr. Schafer was Treas¬ 
urer of the Schererville School Board from 1915 
until he retired in 1940. 

On the morning of August 12, 1943, when re¬ 
turning from Mass at St. Michael’s Church Mr. 
Schafer was killed by a train at the crossing near 
his home. He was 94 years of age. 

Mrs. Schafer passed away in her home at 1701 
Junction Avenue on November 14, 1948 at the age 
of 96. 



60th wedding anniversary 
Seated left to right: 

Joe Schafer, Elizabeth 
Cromer, Eugene Cromer, 
Russel Cromer, Mary 
Schiessle, William 
Schafer seated on 
ground, Mary Schafer, 
Nicholas Schafer, Jr., 

Al. Schafer, Mrs. Anna 
Schafer and Mr. 

Nicholas Schafer. 
Standing left to right: 
Harold Cromer, Vernon 
Schafer, Minnie Scherer, 
Henry Schafer, Mary 
Scherer, Tom Brown, 
Raymond Schafer, 
Richard Schafer and 
Mrs. Clarence Schafer 
holding their daughter 
Patricia. 






COWBOY - RAILROADER - FARMER 


Peter Kuhn 


The meandering Panhandle, The Chicago 
Greateastern, was built thru Schererville about 
three years before Peter Kuhn, 11 years of age, 
and his family came from Bergen, Trier, Ger¬ 
many in 1868 His father, John, who had owned 
a grocery store there, came to America several 
years earlier, followed the bricklaying trade and 
after establishing a homestead returned to Ger¬ 
many and brought his family to this country. 

Mr. Kuhn often told the story of their trip, 
from Chicago to Hartsdale, via the Panhandle 
railroad, arriving late in the evening and how the 
family got lost in their trek thru the prairie and 
then had to sleep in a hay stack the first night. 
The following morning they arrived at and stayed 
with Mr. Kuhn’s uncle, Nick Mininger (Bunz 


Kuhn family, standing left to right: 
Michael, Mary, Theresa, Kate, Matthias, John, 
Margaret, Nicholas and Peter. 

Seated left to right: 

Barbara, Mr. & Mrs. Kuhn and Rose seated in foreground. 


Peter and Anna Thomas Kuhn 


Claus) a brother to Peter’s mother. Later they 
moved to the homestead, 40 acres of woodland 
northeast of Schererville. 

Peter’s first job. at the age of eleven, was 
herding cattle for A. N. Hart, on the great un¬ 
fenced lowlands where the stock roamed at will 
and could easily be lost without a herdsman. He 
also helped with the corn planting. This job turned 
out to be, carrying a sack of corn, slung from the 
shoulder, and dropping the corn at measured 
steps, then covering the corn with a stroke of the 
hoe. This was the beginning of an association with 
A. N. Hart that lasted until the latter’s untimely 
death in a ditch bank cave-in years later. 

After Hart got the big ditch thru the ridge at 
Wicker Park. Peter Kuhn, then about fifteen years 
of age. drove five and eight yoke of oxen, pulling 
ploys and a bog cutter that sheared the hummocks 
level with the ground. His yoke of oxen together 
with another’s yoke of equal size were hitched to 
a giant plow to break ground for the first road 
right-of-way in that area, now part of route #41, 
North of Teibel’s corner to Main street. The In¬ 
dian trail, later to become the Lincoln highway, 
was the recognizable roadway in this part of the 
country until then. 

As a teamster grading right-of-way, Peter 
worked on ten railroads coming thru Lake County. 
In 1880 he had worked at Lowell with Howell Purdy 
and George Webb for George Lawrence, a con¬ 
tractor who later became one of the county’s sher- 
riffs. Upon completion of that section the com¬ 
pany transported Peter and four others from He¬ 
bron to Monon by rail and back to Rensselaer on 
their own narrow gauge line to work back to Mo¬ 
non, widening the line to standard gauge. The 
pay was $1 25 per day, he recalled. In 1882 he 
worked on the Erie boarding with the Pohlplotz 
family at Crown Point and made the acquaintance 
of many Crown Pointers here, among some of 
them Peter Fagen. Peter Heim, Frank Seberger 







and John Hack, his future father-in-law, Nick 
Thomas, and Peter Geisen, from whom, in later 
years, he bought his family’s first cradle. 

While building railroads, Peter Kuhn also 
worked for Hart when at home and in 1884 moved 
Miss Bess Hart’s family, the Milton R. Harts, to 
their home on South Court street. 

In 1887 Peter Kuhn married Anna Thomas, 
who at that time was a cook at the Hart ranch, and 
they settled at Hartsdale. They acquired a house 
and twenty acres from a Mr. Math Schutz. Their 
little farm was located on the road that Mr. Kuhn 
helped build and only a short distance from the 
Hart ranch. In addition to farming the twenty 
acres at home Peter Kuhn also rented ground from 
Hart and also acquired 40 acres near Griffith. 

In 1907 Peter Kuhn moved his family to a 148 
acre farm in Schererville that he bought from the 
Nick Schutz estate. Here the Kuhn family ran a 
grain and dairy farm until 1922 when they retired. 
Mrs. Kuhn passed away in 1932 and Mr. Kuhn in 
1952. 

The Kuhn’s 12 children are all living, 7 girls 
and 5 boys, and at one time the five boys were all 
railroaders. The railroading must have been in 
their veins Five of the children, John, Mary, 
Math, Nick and Mike live in Schererville; Kate, 
Margaret and Helen in Chicago; Peter in Janes¬ 
ville. Wise. Barbara and Teresa in New York and 
Rose in Mt. Vernon, Wash. 



Michael Steuer and 
Elizabeth Schumacher Reeder. 


FIRST CHIEF OF POLICE 

Michael Steuer 


Susan Kuhn, Peter Kuhn and picture of 
Mr. Kuhn delivering milk to station. 



Michael Steuer was born in Bacham, Ger¬ 
many April 30, 1855. He came to America in the 
year 1871. Accompanying him on this journey 
were his mother, a brother, and three sisters. He 
settled with his mother at what is now 6 Wilhelm 
Street. 

On February 23, 1886 he married Elizabeth 
Schumacher Reeder. She was a widow and had 2 
sons. He and his wife settled on the farm now oc¬ 
cupied by Wm. Govert Jr. and presently known as 
the Dr. Lundeberg-Schweitzer farm. They had 3 
children - Mrs. George Peifer (Susanna) born 
1/15/87 and presently living at the corner of 330 
and Cline; Mrs. William Hilbrich (Elizabeth) born 
2/21/89 and deceased; Allie born 5/21/91 who 
drowned at the age of 17 in Dead Lake near St. 
John. 

His wife passed away in 1893 and her aunt 
Mrs. Catherine Doffin took over domestic chores. 

In the Fall of 1905 he moved to what is the 
present home at 11 E. Joliet St. 

He was the first TOWN MARSHALL of Scher¬ 
erville starting his term on September 30, 1911 at 
a salary of $144.00 a year. He held this position 
until he retired in 1925 and was succeeded by Peter 
Cope. 

As of January 20, 1920 he was the first commis¬ 
sioner of the water department. 

Between 1905 and 1915 he moved to what is 
now the present 19 Wilhelm Street and in 1915 
when his housekeeper passed away he went to live 
with his daughter and her husband (Mr. and Mrs. 
William Hilbrich) at 135 W. Joliet St. There he 
lived until his death - June 13, 1932. 







Michael Grimmer 


Michael Grimmer 

NOTED EARLY SETTLER 


He was born in Turkey Creek, Indiana on July 
18, 1852. His parents came to America from Al¬ 
sace-Lorraine. His father was a Captain in the 
French Army and served under Napoleon Bona¬ 
parte. Michael was only four weeks old when his 
father died, leaving his widow Susanna and two 
sons and two daughters surviving him. The sons 
John and Michael both were Schererville resi¬ 
dents. The daughter Katherine, later became 
Mrs. Matthias Meyer and lived in St. Cloud, Minn¬ 
esota. Elizabeth married John Weis and lived all 
her life in Merrillville, Indiana. 

Some years after his father’s death, his mother 
married Mr. John P. Redar, from St. John Town¬ 
ship. The family moved to St. John Township 
where Michael grew to manhood. 

Michael taught in various schools in both Han¬ 
over and St. John Townships, coming to Scherer¬ 
ville in the late 1870’s. When he taught in Scher¬ 
erville, he also served as organist and choir direc¬ 
tor in St. Michael’s Church. 

Michael Grimmer and Helena Neuman, daugh¬ 
ter of Joseph and Mary Neuman, from Scherer¬ 
ville, were married in St. Michael’s Church in 
August of 1880. 

About 1883 he and his brother Peter F. Redar, 
as partners opened a general merchandise store 
in a building on the site, now known as the “Gard 
Building.” After several years of partnership, 
Grimmer purchased Mr. Redar’s interest and be¬ 
came the sole owner. He acquired title to the real 
estate and erected the building. For many years 
the United States Postoffice was part of the build¬ 
ing, Mr. Grimmer being the Post Master and later 
his wife was appointed Post Mistress, acting as 
such for many years. 

Mr. Grimmer was elected Trustee of St. John 
Township and served eight years in that capacity. 
In November of 1896. he was elected Lake County 
Auditor and was re-elected to a second term for 
that office in 1900. Upon assuming his duties as 
County Auditor he sold his merchandise business, 
also creamery and ice business to John Weis and 
John Rietman as partners. 

After concluding his term of office as County 
Auditor, Mr. Grimmer served in two sessions of 
the Indiana State Legislature, as a Representa¬ 
tive from Lake County. He and his wife lived all 
their lives in Lake County. Mr. Grimmer died in 
his home in Crown Point in 1926. His widow died 
in 1934 and both are buried in St. Michael’s Ceme¬ 
tery in Schererville. A daughter, Frances, lives in 
Gary and many of his relatives live in Scherer¬ 
ville and the surrounding towns. 
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John L. Thiel Blacksmith Shop. Men left to right: Andrew Doctor, Nicholas Thiel. John H. Thiel, John Berens. 

John L. Thiel, Village Smithy 


In the year 1874 John L. Thiel and Frances 
Dahlkamp were married and lived in Crown Point, 
Indiana. They had a daughter born to them in 1875 
who was christened Clara. 

On April 7th, 1876 they brought their belong¬ 
ings to Schererville, arriving here by sled as the 
snow was so deep, they drove through the fields 
and over fences. That same year in 1876 another 
daughter was born, who was named Frances. 

Three more daughters and seven sons were 
born to this couple. They were Kate - 1877; John 
H. - 1879; Joseph - 1880; Lena - 1883; Susan - 1884; 
George - 1886: Twin Boys William and Emil - 1888; 
Nicholas - 1890 and Aloysius - 1893. The remaining 
members of this family are Frances and Lena in 


Chicago and Susan and Nicholas at 8 East Joliet 
Street, Schererville. 

Mr. Thiel owned and operated a blacksmith 
and wood-work shop, the site where now stands 
the present Postoffice. While Mr. Thiel worked in 
his shop, Mrs. Thiel kept house and did sewing and 
dressmaking for some of the townspeople. 

Mr. Thiel was born May 15th, 1848. His father 
was born in Trier, Germany and his mother in St. 
John, Indiana. After his sudden death, which oc¬ 
curred on December 4th. 1903, his son John H. 
Thiel succeeded him in the business. 

Mrs. Thiel was born on May 5th, 1853. After 
her husband’s death she remained living in the 
home at 122 E. Joliet Street until she passed away 
on February 22nd, 1936 at the age of 83. 


John L. Thiel, wife Frances, children, Kate Thiel Cupples, Frances Thiel Agard, Lena Thiel Nelson, George Thiel, Susan 
Thiel Govert, Nicholas Thiel, and John H. Thiel. 























George and Elizabeth Gard 
on their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 


OUR CENTENNIAL 
HEADQUARTERS 

Gard's Store 



1908 — Gard Store — 1959 

The Gard Store was the focal point of interest 
in Schererville for over 50 years. Located at the 
corner of Joliet and Junction, it still stands in its 
remodeled form and as it has appeared for many 
years. 

George and Elizabeth Gard with two children 
moved to Schererville in the early 1908 from a 
farm near Crown Point to take over the general 
store business operated by Mrs. Gard’s sister, 
Mary Weis, .whose husband died in December 
1907* 

Mrs. Weis remained as Post Mistress until 
October 1918 at which time Mr. Gard became Post 
Master, a position he held until June 1928. As the 
post office was in his store, Mr. Gard operated his 
Business while being the Post Master. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gard’s family increased eventu¬ 
ally to 6 children, the 2 daughters and 4 sons. Each 
child served his turn “watching” the store as the 
family resided upstairs. 

Originally the Gard store was much narrower 
than it is now. In 1918, Mr. Gard had it enlarged 
to its present size. The original structure was built 
in 1881 by John Stumer. 

Shortly after Mr. Gard took over the store he 
added feed, coal and numerous other items to 
complete the general store line. In the memory of 
the older residents of Schererville, this was the 
only store for many years. A store of this kind, 
that handled everything needed in a household, 
was very much appreciated at-this early date, be¬ 
cause of transportation difficulties, mostly horse 
and buggy or wagon from outlying areas. It can 
be remembered that bread was shipped in large 
wooden chests from Chicago by train. About 1911 
a Gary bakery started delivery of bread direct to 
the store by horses and wagon. 

In those days canned foods were similar to to¬ 
day. Glass containers were limited in varieties 
and most other foods came in bulk in wooden box¬ 
es, barrels, burlap sacks. Butter, lard and cheese 
were kept in the basement, because there was no 
refrigeration. Yard goods was in great demand 
because of lack of ready-to-wear dresses and other 
garments. 

It was no uncommon for residents to order 
coal, seed, flour, etc. and screens and have Mr. 
Gard deliver same. He would install the screens 
himself. 

The advertising slogan for Gard’s Store dur¬ 
ing the era of 1908 to 1940 was “You Name It — 
Gard’s Have It”. 

Mr. Gard maintained a full line of general 
store supplies until the early 1940’s, when the 
change of times forced the gradual elimination of 
the old general store line. The last 15 years, the 
store specialized in meats and groceries. 

Mr. Gard was constantly occupied. When he 
had some leisure time he was out gardening. His 
special hobby was attending the county fairs. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gard celebrated their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary in 1952. 

Mr. Gard died early in 1959 and a few months 
later, the family closed the store. 







Sari nos Swets 

BETTER KNOWN AS "ABE" 

In the year 1901 Mr. Sarinos Swets, better 
known as S. P. Swets or “Abe Lincoln” due to his 
striking resemblence to Mr. Lincoln, purchased 
52 acres of farm land from M. Haag. Mr. Swets 
was the first farmer to make a living by Truck 
Farming In 1902 Mr. Swets and his family of 
eight moved from Maynard via a team of horses 
to the new farm land known as Hartsdale. 

In 1903 a stone road was built by a contractor 
from East Chicago with Adam Schubert as in- 



Picture of Mr. Swets when he was 
elected Republican Precinct Committeeman. 


spector. The road extended from the township 
line to Schererville. 

In 1905 they built the I. H. B , later changed to 
the C I & S. All the young men drove teams doing 
the grading and they were going to build a Yard 
just south of Lincoln Highway. They had a good 
start, when they decided to move to Gibson. 

The New ; York Central lines built their rail¬ 
road here in 1905. Following closely in 1910 the 
Pennsylvania yards were under way. Mr. Swet’s 
son Walter, who at present is Chief Water Inspec¬ 
tor of Highland, and Swets’ son-in-law Harry Os¬ 
born each had a team of horses and worked on this 
roadway. 

Mr. Swets got the job as Road Supervisor and 
had to keep the County Roads in repair and open 
in the winter. In the winter of 1908 we had a 
severe snow storm which closed the roads for a 
week. The mailman delivered the mail on horse¬ 
back. He carried a pair of wire cutters and where 
the road was closed, he would cut the fence to go 
through the fields. 

Mr. Swets was one of Lake County’s staunch 
Republicans who had achieved a state-wide repu¬ 
tation in politics, and his resemblance to Abe Lin¬ 
coln in physique was astonishing. 

At a convention in Valparaiso, the late John 
Ade collapsed. Mr. Swets picked him up as if he 
were a child and carried him out to get fresh air. 
He was always very much interested in Scherer¬ 
ville and politics until a few years before he pass¬ 
ed away in November, 1936 at the age of 78. 

His eldest son Giel Swets, now 78 resides in 
Hammond, but spent a large portion of his life in 
Schererville. He married Minnie Austin in 1909. 
Giel and his wife operated a restaurant for rail¬ 
road employees. He worked for the Grand Trunk 
Railroad until he moved to Hammond, then being 
employed bv Graver Tank Corp. in East Chicago 
for about forty years. 

Simon, the 2nd son. worked on the E. J. & E. 
railroad and later for the N. Y. C. He moved to 
Hammond with his family and worked for the I. 
H. B. until he retired and moved to Denver, Colo¬ 
rado, where he resides at present. 

The daughter, Henrietta, better known as Mrs. 
Dutton lives on part of the old farm. The youngest 
daughter Dena or Mrs. James Krooswyk also lives 
on the old farm. 

Walter, after being married moved to High¬ 
land and resides there at present. 

The youngest son Bennie passed away in the 
summer of 1965. 

John enlisted in War I. He was overseas twen¬ 
ty-one months in the Engineer’s 13th outfit. He 
married and lived in Schererville for a while and 
later moved to Ross. He retired from the U. S. 
Lead Refinery. 


Grandpa Swets as Abe Lincoln. 




History Of Police Dept. 

.Michael Steuer was our first officially ap¬ 
pointed Marshal. He took charge of the policing 
duties on September 30. 1911. He had no office 
except his home on Wilhelm Street.. He had no 
jail except the one at Crown Point. His protection 
was his billv-club and a star. Most of his time was 
spent in walking up and down the main street of 
the town and “patrolling” in front of Gard’s Store. 
He retired in 1925. His deputy was Fred F. Hen- 
derlong. Mr. Steuer died in 1932. 

Peter Cope who also lived on Wilhelm Street 
was our next Marshal. His uniform could be said 
to be a black vest and his star. He however, had 
a gun for his weapon. His patrol car was his own 
Model T. His term of office began on April 4, 1925 
and he was town Marshal for only two years. 

Peter Redar, who lived on a farm on Cline 
Avenue with his family was hired on July 7, 1927 
and was a Policeman for the Town of Schererville 
until his death on August 4, 1964. He began his 
tenure as Marshal with a Model “T” and later 
graduated to a Model “A”. These automobiles as 
well as all future ones until the early 50’s were 
“Pete’s” private automobiles which he used as 
police cars. At one time in his early career he 
could be seen riding along on his motorcycle com¬ 
plete with uniform including “puttees”. The first 


police car was equipped with a radio which was 
connected to the Hammond Radio System. Before 
the radio hook-up a signal system was in effect 
for the police department It consisted of a phone 
and two porch lights. Mr. Redar would take all 
phone calls at their home and when the police were 
on patrol they would watch for the porch light. 
If the light went on. they were to come in to find 
out what the trouble was. Later on, in 1956 the 
Schererville Police Radio was connected to the 
Highland-Griffith Radio System to which hook-up 
they still belong. Pete’s first deputy-marshal was 
Philip Spivak who began his duties on November 
1, 1955. These two law enforcement agents kept 
order in our town by putting in many, many hours 
on duty, even giving some of their own time for 
extra duties On January 1, 1961 Robert Florkie- 
wicz joined the staff and everyone was more or 
less on a regular shift. 

Peter Redar was made Chief-of-Police on May 
4, 1964 by order of the Town Board and a Metro¬ 
politan Police Force was formed on August 3. 1964 
after a majority of voters voted it in. In July of 
1964 the entire town was shocked to hear that Pete 
had been injured in an accident. On August 4, 
1964 the news came that Pete was dead. 

Robert Teegarden, Town Board President, be¬ 
came acting chief until September 17, 1964 at 
which time the Police Commissioners appointed 
Philip Spivak our present Chief-of-Police. Police 
Commissioners are Roy G. Oliver, Ted Plimpton, 
Haskell Hoke. 

Our department is now complete with a new 
Police Car, with two-way Radio, Filing System 
patterned after the F.B.l. Filing system. Finger¬ 
printing Equipment, and Camera for Mug shots 
and Accident coverage. We patrol eight square 
miles of Town, cover the business places and 
handle dog complaints etc., as a regular thing. 

In September 1964 William Ellis was added to 
the force as a Patrolman and on February 1, 1965 
Elmer Doctor became the newest member of the 
Staff. Patrolman Doctor attended Gary Police 
Cadet School for his training. Since then the men 
of the Police Department have attended various 
training programs put on by the State of Indiana 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. In May 
of 1965 Robert Florkiewicz was elevated to the po¬ 
sition of Sergeant. 


Left to right: Patrolman William Ellis, Sergeant Robert Florkiewic*, Police Chief Philip Spivak, Patrolman Elmer Doctor. 














52 Years 
Of Fire Fighting 

The Schererville Volunteer Fire Department 
was organized on June 25, 1914 Fred Hendedong, 
who had been appointed Chief by the Town Boa-d. 
presided at the organization meeting. The rules 
and by-laws were accepted, practices and meeting 
nights were established, and officers were elected 
at the first meeting. The first roster consisted of 
twenty-five volunteer members. They held reg¬ 
ular meetings at the town hall for some time. How¬ 
ever, during these early years, meetings were of¬ 
ten held in any available place, such as the Public 
School, Miller and Sutter’s Store, Henderlong’s 
Restaurant and Bohney’s Barber Shop. 

The first Fire Station was built in . just 
west of the tracks on the north side of Joliet 
Street. Some years later this building was moved 
east of the tracks across from the public school. 
A shortage of men during the World War I years, 
made it necessary for the Volunteer Fire Depart¬ 
ment to disband for three years in 1917. 

In 1920 the Fire Department was reorganized 
with eighteen men volunteering. The volunteers 
were summoned to a fire call by a bell which was 
kept at the fire station. The bell is still kept at the 
station, although it was replaced with a siren in 
1926. The 1920 Department’s equipment consisted 
of a two wheel cart, which held sodium acid char¬ 
ges and was pushed by hand; and a one ladder 
wagon. 

The first fire truck in town was a Commerce 
Truck purchased from Grimmer’s Garage in High¬ 
land, Indiana in 1922. The first salary, $25.00 was 
paid to the Chief in 1926. by the Town Board. 
Shortly thereafter the regular members became 
members of the Indiana Firemen’s Association. 

On a bitter cold Christmas morning in 1928 the 
Fire Department was summoned to one of the 
largest fires ever to occur in Schererville. The 
freezing water and hoses made the job difficult, 
and they were unable to save the Turner Building 
which burned to the ground. 

Clarence J. Schafer was elected to serve as 
Fire Chief in 1930 and remained in this post until 
his retirement from the department thirty two 
years later. At that time Norbert Fortner, our 
present Chief, was elected to fill the office. 

The Commerce fire truck was replaced in 1939 
by a Seagrave Truck. This truck, after 26 years 
of service, is still in use. 

The roster was expanded in 1940 to twenty-four 


Fellow Firemen honor Clarence Schafer upon retirement. 
Left to right: J. Erdelac, S. Ordean, A. M. Peifer, 
C. J. Schafer, F. Pirillo, N. Fortener. 


men. In the same year an Honor Roll was cre¬ 
ated with two plaques honoring those men who 
have completed 20 years of service, and those who 
reach the age of fifty-five while active members 
or those who pass away while members of the 
department At the present time the plaques are 
enscrolled with the following names: ANDREW 
DOCTOR. JOHN J. REIPLINGER, ANTHONY A. 
KAISER. JOSEPH W RISCH, LOUIS C. MEYER. 
JOHN H. THIEL. WILLIAM H. BOHNEY, FRANK 
M. PLACE. THOMAS L. SMITH. JOSEPH A. HO¬ 
MAN. ANDREW H. DOCTOR. MATTHIAS R. 
KUHN, LAVERNE P. DEWES. ALFRED H GO- 
VERT. PETER G. REDAR. CLARENCE J. 
SCHAFER, WILLIAM J. SCHIESSER. JOSEPH 
E. ZIMMER, JOHN HUPPENTHAL. LEO J. 
GRIMMER and ALFRED M. PEIFER Alfred M. 
Peifer was elected to the post of Assistant Chief 
in the year 1941 and served in that capacity until 
his retirement from the department in 1965. In 
1847 the need for additional men expanded the ros¬ 
ter to thirty regular members. 

The first resuscitator was added to the fire 
department’s equipment in 1950 The firemen re¬ 
ceived compensation for answering fire calls for 
the first time in 1953. $1.00 was given for each 
regular monthly meeting attended. $1.00 for each 
call answered, and the same amount for each hour 
on duty. These same compensations are in force 
today. 

Since 1955 the Schererville Volunteer Fire De¬ 
partment has sponsored a Fire Prevention Essay 
contest at Homan and St. Michael’s Schools for 
grades five through eight. A trophy is awarded 
to the winning essay in each grade. 

The new Town Hall and Fire Station was com¬ 
pleted in 1957. and on the 15th day of May the Fire 
Department settled in its present quarters, at 1640 
Wilson Street. In the fall of the same year an A- 
Ford chassis was purchased by the department 
and built into a 750 gallon pumper, which has been 
especially useful in the areas not serviced by 
water mains. 

The growth of the town’s population made it 
necessary to have a second resuscitator. It was 
purchased in 1960 along with an oxygen therapy 
unit which is left in homes where a supply of oxy¬ 
gen may be needed intermittently. The first radio 




Present Fire Station 


Firemen's Auxiliary 


The Schererville Auxiliary of the Indiana Fire¬ 
men’s Association was organized on December 1, 
1937. There were ten charter members at this 
time. After the first Auxiliary election the follow¬ 
ing officers were installed: President, Augusta 
Schafer; Vice-President, Leona Kuhn; and Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer, Adeline Kuhn. 

The ten original charter members were: 
Augusta Schafer Lillian Mager 

Leona Kuhn Emma Redar 

Adeline Kuhn Catherine Risch 


Catherine Bohney Nancy Meyer 

Anna Place Mary Doctor 

The Auxiliary met monthly and business was 
mixed with pleasure, when they were joined by 
the feremen at the conclusion of the business 
meeting to play cards. 

The early years of the Auxiliary were devoted 
mainly to charitable endeavors. Each year at 
Christmas time the needy families of Schererville 
were helped. In 1938 seven famdies received bas¬ 
kets of food. By 1940 there were thirteen families 
receiving baskets. 

Mrs. Anna Place took office as the Auxiliary 
president in 1940 and held this office until the Aux¬ 
iliary disbanded in 1947. 

In 1941 the Firemen’s Auxiliary discontinued 
their affiliation with the State Association. They 
continued on their own, however, and devoted 
their efforts during the war years to the boys in 
service. 

At Christmas, in 1941 boxes were prepared and 
sent to all the boys from Schererville who were in 
the service. Yearly donations were made to the 
Red Cross, and cards and gifts were sent to all 
men confined in hospitals. With profits derived 
from card and bunco parties, comfort kits were 
assembled by the members and sent to the ser¬ 
vicemen. 

After a lapse of eight years, during which time 
the Auxiliary was disbanded, the Schererville 
Firemen’s Auxiliary was reorganized on January 
17, 1955. They once again became members of the 
Indiana Firemen’s Association Auxiliary. Meet¬ 
ings are held every second Monday from Septem¬ 
ber through June with approximately thirty mem¬ 
bers attending. 

The main objectives of the present Auxiliary 
are; to assist the firemen financially with pro¬ 
ceeds from fund raising projects and monthly 
dues, and to aid the firemen in any way they may 
be needed. 


In addition to monthly dues, the primary 
means of raising money are a yearly raffle of an 
Easter Basket of groceries and candy sales during 
the Christmas season. 


During the eleven years of the present organi¬ 
zation, they have completely equipped the kitchen 



in the Town Hall, completely uniformed the fire¬ 
men, purchased a first-aid-kit, presented the fire¬ 
men with $750 toward two-way radios, and donated 
$500 toward the purchase of the grass-fire-fighting 
truck. The Auxiliary has also donated books to the 
Schererville Public Library. 

The Firemen’s Auxiliary has been a great as¬ 
set to the community and the firemen, through 
their generous financial assistance, totaling nearly 
$3,500.00. 

The present officers and members of the Aux¬ 
iliary are: 

President - Mrs. Norbert Fortener 

Vice-President - Mrs. Gregory Schafer 

Secretary - Mrs. Frank R. Gard 

Treasurer - Mrs. Walter Stephen 
Mrs. Robert Adley 
Mrs. William Bohney 
Mrs. Robert Buchler 
Mrs. Kyle Davis’ 

Mrs. Sylvester Furjanic 
Mrs. Herbert Govert 
Mrs. Joseph Govert 
Mrs. Leo Grimmer 
Mrs. Norbert Grimmer 
Mrs. Alfred Hanson 
Mrs. Dale Heacock 
Mrs. Robert Hensley 
Mrs. John Huppenthal 
Mrs. George Niebling 
Mrs. Alfred Peifer 
Mrs. Arnold Peifer 
Mrs. Ronald Peifer 
Mrs. Anna Place 
Mrs. Arthur Schweitzer 
Mrs. Sylvester Schweitzer 
Mrs. John Siebert 
Mrs. Herbert Thiel 
Mrs. John Thiel 
Mrs. Charles Willing 
Mrs. Joseph Zimmer 

The past presidents of the Auxiliary were as 
follows: 

Mrs. Edward Koch -1955 

Mrs. Dale Heacock -1956 

Mrs. Frank R. Gard - 1957 

Mrs. John Huppenthal - 1958 - 1962 - 1963 

Mrs. Arnold Peifer -1959 

Mrs. Norbert Fortener - 1960 

Mrs. Charles Willing - 1961 

Mrs. Alfred M. Peifer - 1964 - 1965 




units were installed in 1961. Today all four units 
are equipped with two-way radios. Two of them 
also have public address systems. In 1962 the de¬ 
partment added a Chevrolet panel truck to its 
equipment. This truck is used as an emergency 
unit in answering inhalator calls and to carry 
extra equipment. The present complement of fire 
equipment was completed in 1964 with the pur¬ 
chase of a 1965 three-quarter ton pick-up truck. 
This unit has been rebuilt into a grass fire truck 
which has been indispensible as a quick service 
unit to answer car and truck fires and to get to 
building fires quickly. 

The fire department has a regular meeting 
and two practice sessions each month. A five night 
fire school is held each year under the instruction 
of the State Fire Marshall’s Office. Approximate¬ 
ly seventy-five to one hundred and twenty-five em¬ 
ergency and fire calls are answered by the depart¬ 
ment yearly. 

The roster at this time is composed of the fol¬ 
lowing men: 

Chief - Norbert Fortener 
Assistant Chief - Frank R. Gard 
1st Co. Capt. - George Niebling 
2nd Co. Capt. - Dale Heacock 
1st Co. Lieut. - Edward Bohney 


Left to right: William Bohney, 
John Ilcppenthal, Alfred M. Peifer, 
Alfred H. Covert, Leo Grimmer, William Schiesser, 
Clarence J. Schafer, Joe Zimmer, and Mathias Kuhn, 
at Retirement Party for Leo and Al. 


2nd Co. Lieut. - Walter Stephen 
Secretary-Treasurer - Arnold Peifer 


Sylvester Schweitzer 
Robert Adlev 
Robert Hensley 
Robert Buchler 
Joseph Govert 
Paul Horgash 
Richard Wagner 
Victor Bohney 
John N. Thiel 
Herbert Govert 
Al Hanson 


Norbert Grimmer 
John Siebert 
Herbert Thiel 
Merl Hammond 
Arthur Schweitzer 
John Molson 
Charles Willing 
Sylvester Furjanic 
Gregory Schafer 
Kyle Davis 
Ronald Peifer 
William Skinner 















Soon to move into new 
quarters — pictured above is 
present post office. 


100 Years 
Of Postal 
Service 


Back in 1918 mail arrived by 
train. Frank Place shown 
outside station looking north. 





History Of 
Schererville Mail 
Service. 


According to records furnished by the General 
Services Administration, National Archives and 
Records Service, Washington, D. C., and by the 
Post Office Department, the first Post Office in 
Schererville, Indiana was established on Decem¬ 
ber 20, 1866. The first Postmaster appointed was 
Mathias Meyers who served from December 20, 
1866 to October 28, 1867. 

Postmasters then in order up to the present 
time and their dates of appointment and places 
where located are as follows: 


Nicholas Scherer.October 29, 1867 

Adolph San Agraf.May 20, 1870. 

Michael Grimmer.May 17, 1881 

Jacob Austgen.November 5, 1885. 

Lena Grimmer.August 21, 1889 

John Trinen . April 15, 1897. 

(Old Store Building which burned 
down Christmas Morn in 1928). 

John Rietmann.November 29, 1899 

Adam Schubert.January 29, 1902 

John E. Weis. March 14, 1903 

Mary E. Weis . February 12, 1908. 

George N. Gard.October 8, 1913. 

(Gard’s Store). 

Joseph M Reiplinger.June 16, 1928. 

Mertie M. Lindzy.November 26, 1935. 

(Turner Building). 

Josephine Loehmer.June 1, 1942 

Mary A. Kaiser.July 1, 1942. 

(Corts Building). 
The present Postmaster, Mary A. Kaiser, 
worked as a clerk for Mertie M. Lindzy, now de¬ 
ceased, from 1937 until the time she was appointed 
Postmaster in 1942. 


Receipts of a Post Office determines the class 
rating of an office, and with increased business 
due to growth of town and surrounding community 
the Post Office is now Second Class. 

Through the years Schererville has been priv¬ 
ileged to have excellent mail service being served 
by both the Pennsylvania Railroad and truck ser¬ 
vice from Hammond, Indiana. However, at pre¬ 
sent the train service was cancelled and the bulk 
of the mail and parcel post is received by truck 
from Gary, Indiana and dispatched in like man¬ 
ner. 


The Post Office now employs 3 clerks, two city 
carriers and 1 rural carrier. 

Contract for a new Post Office for Schererville 
has been let to be erected this year, and occupied 
some time in October 1966. 























CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY 


SECURITY FEDERAL SAVINGS 

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 

Louis Ferrini, President 

4 CONVENIENT OFFICES TO SERVE YOU 

ST. JOHN - HIGHLAND - EAST CHICAGO - INDIANA HARBOR 


PROUD TO HAVE BEEN SELECTED TO 
SUPPLY TRANSPORTATION FOR YOUR CENTENNIAL 

CELEBRATION 

CHRISTENSON CHEVROLET, INC. 

"S/iop In Indoor Comfort Year-Round" 

923-3344 

COR. U.S. 41 & 45th STREET HIGHLAND, INDIANA 


Cch cjra tulatichJ ch if cur 100th Sirtkdaif 

STATE SIGN COMPANY 

2840 W. 5TH AVENUE GARY, INDIANA 






AN IMPORTANT PART OF EVERY GROWING COMMUNITY . . . 


Lake county Public Library 

GROWS WITH SCHERERVILLE 


“Service was extended to St. John Township 
when branches were established at Dyer and 
Schererville in 1919.” 

Louis Bailey was Librarian of Gary but in 
military service. Miss Orpha Maud Peters was 
Assistant Librarian in charge of Extension and 
Acting Librarian at the time.. 

Township trustee - Joseph Gerlach. 

First mention in the minutes is found Febru¬ 
ary 1919 when the number of books in the library 
is indicated as 120. 

Apparently no circulation was kept for a time 
which would seem to indicate that it may have 
been located in the schools of the community, for 
the Annual Report for 1918 states, “The outlying 
districts are served by circulating collections in 
the following country schools: Black Oak, Ridge 
Road, New Chicago, New Chicago Parochial. Dy¬ 
er Parochial, St. John Public, Schererville Paro¬ 
chial . . .” 

“In September, without the necessity of cir¬ 
culating a petition, the St. John Township Advisory 
Board levied a tax for library purposes. Service 
to the eight schools of the township was begun im¬ 
mediately, supplying all of them with reference 
and supplementary books and placing circulating 
collections in five of the schools. Branches will 
soon be established in Dyer, St. John and Scherer¬ 
ville. Funds from this township will not be avail¬ 
able until July.” 



The tax rate levied in 1920 for the 1921 was .03 
per $100 and was to yield an expected $2,400. We 
did not find mention of the 1919 rate for 1920, but 
think it must have been the .03, for it remained 
that for several years. 

The annual report for 1919 states that the 
branch opened in October with Miss Mary Reip- 
linger in charge. A station had been maintained in 
the Y.M.C.A. for the six months previous. This 
probably accounts for no mention of location until 
rent was paid to a J. H. Green - $10 per month in 
January 1920. The next mention is of rent paid to 
a Mrs. (Samuel-Elizabeth) Corts in January 1922 
where the library apparently remained until Jan¬ 
uary 1946, for the November 26, 1945, minutes 
state. 

“Mr. Rolling, St. John Township Trustee, sta¬ 
ted that Mrs. Corts, owner of the building housing 
the Schererville Library has requested him to ad¬ 
vise the Board of Trustees to find other quarters 
for the library by January 1st, when the Scherer¬ 
ville Post Office would take over the present 
building. Mr Rolling offered to rent the front part 
of his house to the library for the same rental paid 
Mrs. Corts, $15 a month. 

First circulation of books from Schererville 
branch in October 1919 show 108 - 44 adult, 64 ju¬ 
venile, with a daily average of 15. 

There may be other mention of the library in 
the minutes in ensuing years, but it remained in 
the Rolling home until 1953. 

Minutes of June 15, 1953. 

“The town of Schererville in St. John Town¬ 
ship is now to have its own library building. Per¬ 
mission has been obtained from the Schererville 
Town Board to move the frame building from 
Munster to Schererville where it will serve as a 
library owned branch.” 

Minutes July 27, 1953. 

“The Librarian (Harold Tucker) presented to 
the board for their approval and signature, a 
check payable to Victor A. Marshall for the pur¬ 
chase of a lot in the center of town of Schererville - 
11 Joliet Street, where he proposed to place the 
frame building formerly used as the Munster Li¬ 
brary. Between closing of the old Schererville 
branch and the moving and rehabilitation of the 
frame building, approximately one month, the 
Board unanimously approved the purchase of the 
lot, the check for $800 and the new plans for Scher¬ 
erville on a motion by Mrs. Ruth Berg, seconded 
by Mr. Eckel.” 

Mrs. M J. Wickhorst was the first librarian 





in the new library, succeeded by Mrs. Bessie Poze- 
zanac in June of 1954. 

Minutes of September 28. 1953 

“Reports from Schererville show circulation 
has doubled since the opening of the new library 
building there.” 

Annual report for 1953 

“Although the building is small, it is quite at¬ 
tractive and its reception as Schererville’s first 
separate library building has been enthusiastic; 
so much so that it is already obvious the day will 
come when the residents will demand and help us 
provide something better.” 

Minutes April 26, 1954 

“The Librarian read an invitation from the 
Schererville Woman’s Club to an open house at the 
Schererville Public Library from two to four. 

Addition and Continuation 
by 

Mrs. Bess Pozezanac, Librarian 1966 

In 1957, while still under Gary guidance and 
service, a 12 by 20 foot addition was built onto the 
small Schererville library building. This allows 
the growth of our book stock to approximately 
4,000 and a circulation of over 10,000 for 1957. 

The Indiana Library Act of 1947 permitted the 
establishment of an independent Lake County Li¬ 
brary Board of Trustees who were to determine 
the policy and budgets of all the non-municipal 
areas under their jurisdiction in Lake County. This 
board now provides for fourteen libraries spread 
over six townships in Lake County plus a library 
center at 221 Ridge Road in Griffith where all the 
processing and administration takes place. The 
Schererville Public Library has been provided for 
by this board since its inception. 

This Library Board of Trustees is composed 
of seven members from various sections of its 
service area Three members are appointed by 
the judge of the circuit court, two by the county 
commissioners and two by the County Board of 
Education. 

Mr. Roscoe Protsman of Schererville has 
served on this board continuously since 1954 by 
re-appointment every four years. The trustees re¬ 
ceive no pay for their services. 

Until 1959 the Lake County Library was ser¬ 
viced by the Gary Library Board and the Gary 
Public Library Director was also the Lake County 
Library director. In January of 1959 the Lake 
County Public Library Board decided to sever its 
connection with Gary and operate independently 
in order to provide more and better service to its 
patrons. 

On January 1, 1959, Mr. George Droste be¬ 
came the first Director of the Lake C.ounty Public 
Libraries. He was instrumental in setting up tech¬ 
nical processing by the use of IBM machines, re¬ 
placing the old card catalog system with the new 
book catalog, installing Teletype machines in all 
the community libraries for better service and 
communication and other new technical services. 

Mr. Droste resigned in July of 1961 and Mr. 
William Shore, who had been the Assistant Direc¬ 
tor, became the Director He served until ill health 



forced him to resign in August of 1964. 

Mrs. Dorothy Maud, previous head of circula¬ 
tion, was appointed acting director by the board 
until a permanent director could be obtained. 

In May of 1965, Mr. R. Paul Bartolini became 
director of the Lake County Public Library System 
which includes the Schererville Public Library. 

Staff members of the Schererville Public Li¬ 
brary are Mrs. Bess Pozezanac, librarian since 
June 1954; Mrs. Nelle Rose, assistant librarian 
since Feb. 1962 and Miss Virginia Pictor assistant 
librarian since Feb. 1966 Mrs. Elsie Hammond 
was assistant librarian in Schererville from 1956 
through Dec. of 1965 when she was appointed head 
librarian of the Independence Hill library which is 
also a member of the Lake County Library system. 

In 1963 a $1,500,000 bond issue was floated by 
the Lake County Library Board with which they 
were to build a number of new libraries including 
one in Schererville. 

In the fall of 1965 this building was started at 
119 E. Joliet St. It will have all the modern facili¬ 
ties including a public meeting room and book 
capacity of over 17,000 volumes. Its completion is 
expected sometime this summer. This large new 
building will be deeply appreciated by both the 
Schererville library staff and its patrons because 
the book stock has grown to approximately 8,000 
books plus a large collection of magazines and our 
circulation io 28,000 in 1965 We have very defin¬ 
itely outgrown our facilities again. 

Many local organizations are sharing in pro¬ 
viding the extras for our new library such as the 
Schererville Lions Club with approximately $2,000 
worth of equipment, Schererville Woman’s Club 
with $600 worth and others with the smaller items. 

The Schererville Public Library provides 
many services for its patrons. In addition to the 
usual book materials it has a large collection of 
records and films, provides story telling sessions 
for the pre-schoolers, summer reading programs 
for older children and all the usual aids in book 
selection, program planning and so forth. All the 
holdings of the combined Lake County Library 
system are shared by the local community libra¬ 
ries so that our small library has in its reach the 
resources of a very large system which is growing 
larger every year. 





1 20 DAYS - SAME AS CASH 

FREE BONUS GIFT FOR BEEF HALF 
SPLIT HALF HOG OR 50 PORK CHOPS 

WE HANDLE ONLY GOVERNMENT GRADED & INSPECTED BEEF 

U.S.D.A. PRIME BEEF HALVES 49c lb. 

All prices include the following: — selecting, aging, cutting, 
wrapping, marking, flash freezing, cut to your specifications. 

BLACK ANGUS FREEZER MEATS 

CALL COLLECT FOR APPT. 663-0100 

117 N. WEST ST. CROWN POINT, IND. 


Congratulations 

ULIANA MOTOR SPEEDWAY 

f /2 MILE PAVED TRACK 

WEEKLY RACES PLUS SPECIAL EVENTS 
DURING SEASON 

ACRES OF FREE PARKING 


ON U.S. 30 2 MILES EAST OF U.S. 41 




SCHERERVILLE CENTENNIAL 


1866-1966 


A Historical Spectacle 

A Ceh tut if At The CrcAArcadA 


Presented by 

SCHERERVILLE CENTENNIAL CORPORATION 

SCHERERVILLE, INDIANA 


JOHN B. ROGERS PRODUCTION 

Directed by Edmund Nejaimey 


Scherwood Club Grounds 
July l 2, 3, 4, 1966 
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SCHERERVILLE CENTENNIAL 


1866-1966 


Welcoming Her l^cifal IflajeAtg 

ST. JOHN V.F.W. COLOR GUARD — Edward 
Scheidt, Francis Scheidt, George Hanson, Edward 
Starman, Charles Hogan, Tony Gerlach, James 
Thiel, Dan Sims, Frank Upchurch. 

4-H — Carol Govert, Carole Mastey, Nancy 
Mastey, Diane Schweitzer, Susan Prochazka, 
Bernadette Roberts, Marilyn Miller, Barbara 
Schelfo, Charmaine Solan, Pamela Greski. 
TRUMPETER — Joy Krizanek, Ann Wagner, 
Bonnie Wilson, Janice Norris, Pat Mokate, Jane 
Vance. 

CELEBRATION RIDERS — 

BOY SCOUTS — John Boling, James Kania, 
James Anderson, Martin Nolan, Ricky Laird, Van 
Wall, Jerry Wall, James Spivak, Alan Camp, Phil 
Young, Rickey Quaife, Ronnie Skinner, Richard 
Sumner, Martin Ferestad, John Balcuinas, Milan 
Powell, Mike Powell. 

CUB SCOUTS — Donald Dugger, Michael Dugger, 
Allen Pigg, David Prochazka, Kevin Vance, Jack 
Alger, Eddie Scott, Tim Behary, Tom Tippy, Mark 
Green, Duane Grish, George Milde, Kevin Fere¬ 
stad, Gary Beil, Thomas Kennedy, David Samp¬ 
son, Dwayne Rich, David Laich, Keith Kaczmarek. 
GIRL SCOUTS — Jimayne Pigg, Mary Laird, 
Pamela Charters, Bridget Kelly, Cathy Kania, 
Rosemary Iddings, Michele Bechary, Connie Nor¬ 
ris, Rhona Justice, Bridget Martin, Twilla Harris, 
Kathy Woods, Geraldine Amborski. 

BROWNIES — Lynn Parish, Pam Smith, Kathy 
McColly, Patty Kuhn, Paula Sumner, Roxanne 
Skinner, Marsha Nahra, Nancy Greski, Jill Jor¬ 
dan, Sharon Norris, Janel Townsend, Kelly San- 
galis, Laura Appenbrink, Romalee Solan, Pamela 
Greski, Lucy Furjanic, Thersa Austgen, Melissa 
Worley, Betty Milde, Stephanie Baleiunas, Nanett 
Doctor, Rhonda Mathews, Theresa Kania, John 
Jhillips, Karen Jordan, Susan Metro, Joan Sim¬ 
mons, Lorene Townsend, Madeline Scott, Cynthia 
Scott, Brenda Kindle, Becky Pigg, Beth Zahler, 
Kathy McKeny, Nancy Ayersman. 

BALLET — Gail Schweitzer, Lauren Mican, Mary 
Carol Marks, Marianne Murzyn, Peggy Mista, 
Chris Kulesa. Carolyn Miller, Patty Willing, Phyl¬ 
lis Stewart, Ruth Ann Teegarden, Cheryl Stofko, 
Gayle Sweet, Marie Molson, Karen Spivak, Lois 
Mican, Cyndi Hartley, Teresa Jansen, Diane Gra¬ 
ham, Nancy Krajewski, Sheila Harshbarger, Bon¬ 
nie Siebert, Sandy Graham. 

CHOREOGRAPHY by MISS ROXANNE 
“GRAND FINALE” — Complete Cast 


SCENE 1 

A £tage Manager A Welcome 

STAGE MANAGER — Philip Govert 


SCENE 2 

Ike Jit At %kal>itantA 

In the beginning God created man and 
the first man in this area was the 
Red Man. 

INDIAN CHIEF — Silas Jackson 

BRAVES — Russ Sipes, Bill Neal, Rev. James Mc¬ 
Cain, Gary Shephard, Darryl Kendall, Rodney 
Kegley, Gary Just, Glen Just, Jackie Loggins, 
Louis Gibson. 

BOYS — Eric Sisney, Doyle Sisney, Benson Sisney, 
Mike Berry, Eddie Berry. 

INDIAN SQUAWS — Judi Just, Charlotte Steele, 
Corinne McCain, Orphie Withiem, Mitzi Withiem, 
Omogean Jackson, Delores Kegley, Thelma Sis¬ 
ney, Jeane Berry, Janice Gorley, Rev. Eva Gar¬ 
rett. 

GIRLS — Jeanie Gorley, Rhonda Gale Withiem, 
Diane Cantu, Joyce Steele, Irene Cantu. 

INDIAN DANCERS — Debbie Johnson, Laureen 
Mican, Mary Carol Marks, Gail Schweitzer, Dar¬ 
lene Thiel, Linda Fortener, Carolyn Miller, Nancy 
Krajewski, Kathy Kelly Carolyn Kelly, Peggy 
Mista, Chris Kulesa, Karen Spivak, Mary Ann 
Murzyn. 

RIDERS — Karon Kegley, Lindon Kegley. 


SCENE 3 

" 7 he -)int White Settled" 

Peace to thy sold, Oh Pilgrim, on thy 
way 

MEN — Boniface B. Britton, Daniel R. Laird, 
Henry L. Pictor, Pete Plimpton, Sam Vance, Ted 
Plimpton, Benson Worley, Don Kania, Jim Pigg, 
Howard Maschger, Pete Jaeger. Merl Hammond, 
Nick Laich. Jerry Ratajczak, Russell Harrison, 
Harvey Stynski, Phil Karczewski, Chris Christoff- 
erson. 

BOYS — Gregory Raduenz, Tony Betz, Timmy 
Betz, Benson Worley, Jr., Jim Britton, Jeff Pigg, 
Allan Pigg. Karl Pigg, Steve Kendall. 
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WOMEN — Pat Kania, Charm Pigg, Jane Masch- 
ger, Rosemary Jaeger, Elsie Hammond, Evelyn 
Laich, Lorraine Ratajczak, Bernice Harrison, 
Marion Britton, Anna Mae Schweitzer, Eleanor 
Murzyn, Mary Kay Schiesser, Jacqueline Grim¬ 
mer, Delores Schelfo, Margarite Mican, Dolly 
Raduenz, Fay Carahoff, Zel Rayford, Berniece 
Kendell, Cathy Goodrich, Dolly Worley, Jessie 
Krajewski, Edith Christofferson. 

GIRLS — Judy Harrison, Beth Schweitzer, Bonnie 
Jo Betz, Cathy Kania, Therease Kania, Patty 
Kuhn, Rebecca Pigg, Jimayne Pigg, Jody Pigg, 
Melissa Worley, Lisbeth Mican. 

CHOREOGRAPHY FOR SQUARE DANCE — 
Jim Pigg. 


SCENE 4 


"#eti 9 icH " 

Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow. 

PRIEST — Jim Dinges 
MINISTER — Norb Grimmer 

CAST SAME AS IN SCENE 3 


SCENE 5 

faauh ctf education " 

‘ReadinWritin’, ’Rithmetic!’ 

SISTER — Laura Zimmer 

GIRLS — Melissa Sizemore, Lillian Sizemore, 
Arlyn Arndt, Nancy Anderson, Patricia Kuhn, 
Susan Loggins, JoAnn Dombrowski, Catherine 
Pisut, Cynthia Pisut, Monica Rich. 

BOYS — Dale Arndt, Andrew Anderson, Richard 
Turpin, Timothy Turpin, Charles Wilson, Lee 
Massey, Kevin Ogden, Wieleine Wilson. 


SCENE 6 


^ckewtille (jtcLA 

A village in St. John Township in 
iMke County begins it’s industry. 

CAST SAME AS IN SCENE 4 


SCENE 7 

7 ftp. Xincc/h J Army 

Schererville gives of it’s men to the 
Civil War. 

MEN — Matthias R. Kuhn, Norbert Grimmer, Joe 
Pictor, Clarence Schafer, Alfred Hansen, Joseph 
Betz, Joe Craven, Phil Govert, Marvin Hansen, 
Alan Betz, Dan Winebrenner, Bernard Kellar, Bud 
Malcher, Ora Evans, Harvey Stynski, Jim Dinges, 
Jim Kuhn, Bill Skinner, Jim Pigg, Don Kania. 

ABE LINCOLN — Joseph Govert 

WIDOW — Barbara Kuhn 

BOYS — Dan Buchler, Dave Buchler. 

OFFICER — Ivan Zimmer 

SOLDIERS — Dave Heacock, Tom Pictor, Randall 
Gayda, Billy Degnan, Bob Farcus, Gerald Gayda, 
Mark Laird, Dave Schweitzer. 

WOMEN — Linda Fortener, Eileen Hansen, Ruth 
Betz, Jewel Steele, Marilyn Dugger, Elsie Baum¬ 
gartner, Jessie Hensley, Janet Buchler, Judeen 
Peifer, Marian Gloser, Georgia Carpenter, Marian 
Kuhn, Judy Restowski, Pat Degnan, Geane Ander¬ 
son, Joan, Mista, Karel Thornley, Gail Arndt, Mae 
Roebuck, Mary Wilson, Ann DeMik, Edith Shott, 
Kathy Bohling, Beth Barcus, Darlene Thiel, Bob¬ 
bie Stynski. 

GIRLS — Kim Kuhn, Robin Buchler, Denise Pei¬ 
fer, Diane Peifer, Beth Thornley. 


SCENE 8 

Trahtycrtatieh " 

I’ve been working on the railroad. 
CAST SAME AS IN SCENE 7 


SCENE 9 


"7all H He & Calico" 

In the good old summertime when 
hearts were young and gay. 

MEN — Kenneth Ogden, George W. Gloser, Donald 
Dugger. Robert Hensley, Leonard Sizemore, Ber¬ 
nard Kellar. John B. Greski, Sylvester Furjanic, 
Gary Just, John Rastovski, Harvey Stynski, Dan 
Winebrenner, Bud Malcher, Ora Evans, Robert 
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Grove, Edward Bohney. 

QUARTET — Ted Plimpton, Pete Plimpton, Bob 
Joseph, Sam Vance. 

CAN CAN — Karen Spivak, Marie Molson, Georgia 
Wilier, Sue Lamar, Cindi Hartley, Ruth Ann Tee- 
garden. 

BOYS — Jack Alger, Kevin Vance, Jim Kania, 
Clark White, Larry Just. 

WOMEN — Betty Malcher, Jan Penman, Cather¬ 
ine Bohney, Betty Ogden, Betty Keller, Charlotte 
Steele, Mary Andrews, Judy Just, Joyce Steele, 
Linda Wilier, Bobbie Stynski, Judy Beggs. 

BATHING BEAUTIES — Mildred Robison, Ethel 
E. Grish, Nelle Rose, Eva Young, Marie Hall, Lila 
Holmes. 

GIRLS — Nancy Greski, Pamela Greski, Christine 
Vance, Marie Kelly, Deborah Ogden. 

AUTOMOBILE DRIVER — 

SCENE 10 

JJh tjiemcrium 

In Flanders field the poppies grow. 


SCENE 11 

The Scaring Tuentiei 

Twenty-three skiddo kiddo. I love my 
wife, hut oh you kid. 

WOMEN — Mary Lee Betz, Carole Boiler, Marlene 
Townsend, Sharron Craven, Jan Goode, Lavern E. 
Craven, Corinne Storm, Eileen Hanson, Peggy 
Laird, Lauren Black. 

MEN — Allan Betz, Jim Boiler, John Townsend, 
Joe Craven, Joe Goode, Joe Pictor, Robert Storm, 
Marvin Hanson, Daniel Laird, James Westerfield. 

AUTOMOBILE DRIVER — George Hill. 

SCENE 12 


% Z. A" 

The National Recovery Act also helped 
Schererville progress. 

CAST OF SOLDIERS FROM SCENE 7 


SCENE 14 

"WcrU War" 

From the halls of Montezuma. 
SOLDIERS — 

SCENE 15 

Outer £pace 

Schererville participates in seeking the 
unknown. 

ALAN SHEPPARD — Mark Laird 


SCENE 16 

A Vaticnal Tragedy 

The assassination of a young president . 

"tfrand finale 

COMPLETE CAST 

NARRATORS — Edward Cross, Thomas Laskey, 
Jr., Arnold Peifer, Joann Arndt, Constance Mo¬ 
kate, Bernice West. 

ORGANIST — Van Grove 

TRUMPETS — A1 Brands, Bill Hayes, Gary 
Bryant, Dan Boiler. 

PROP BOYS — Rick Kwiatkowski, Dan Kwiatkow- 
ski, and 4 volunteers from Hoosier Boys’ Town. 


ORGAN THROUGH THE COURTESY OF 

LYON AND HEALY MUSIC STORES 

LOCOMOTIVE THROUGH THE COURTESY OF 

HIGHLAND AMERICAN LEGION POST 


(this program is subject to change) 





SCHERERVILLE CENTENNIAL 


1866-1966 


~fke £cheren)ille Centennial Celebration 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


SUNDAY, JUNE 26 "BIG RACE" 

2:00 P.M. — Schererville Centennial Race at 
the Illiana Motor Speedway on U.S. 30. See the 
Schererville Centennial Keystone Kops, Centennial 
Belles, Kangaroo Kort. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29 "BARGAIN DAY" 

ALL DAY — The Schererville Centennial Cele¬ 
bration will feature old fashioned Bargain Days, 
window displays of antiques, and ladies and gentle¬ 
men costume promenade. 

12:00 NOON — Centennial Midway opens at 
Sauzer’s Park - Buy your ride tickets at headquar¬ 
ters. 

6:15 P.M. — Schererville Town League game - 
Major & Minor baseball game. Cubs vs Cardinals, 
Little League Field. 

6:15 P.M. — Babe Ruth League—Rogers Mobile 
Home vs Big Top Tire—Redar Memorial park 

7:00 P.M. — Kangaroo Kort opens - Joliet St. 

8:00 P.M. — Teen Dance with host Ron Riley, 
WLS Disc Jockey, at the Scherwood Club on Joliet 
Street. Tickets are available at Headquarters. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 30 "BARGAIN DAY" 

ALL DAY — The Schererville Centennial Cele¬ 
bration will feature old fashioned Bargain Days, 
window displays of antiques, and ladies and gentle¬ 
men costume promenade. 

12:00 NOON — Midway opens at Sauzer’s Park 
Buy your tickets at Headquarters 


6:00 P.M. — Connie Mack League NAU En¬ 
terprises vs. Stephan & Gilliam 

6:15 P.M. — Schererville Town League Yanks 
vs Sox, Major & Minor 

Time to be announced: Hi-Low Foods vs. Hoosier 
State Bank. 

7:00 P.M. — Kangaroo Kort opens at Big Top 
at U.S. 30 and 41 


FRIDAY, JULY 1 "DEDICATION DAY" 

9:00 A.M. — Offical opening of Centennial Cele¬ 
bration. 

10:00 A.M. — Hospitality Center opens at the 
Town Hall on Joliet Street. 

12:00 NOON — Dedication Ceremonies to our 
Founder Nicholas Scherer, led by Lt. Governor 
Robert L. Rock, at the Town Hall. 

12:00 NOON — Centennial Midway opens at 
Sauzer’s Park. Buy your ride tickets at Centennial 
Headquarters. 

1:30 P.M. — Married vs Single Ballgame at 
Redar Memorial Park - Austin and Gregory. 

5:00 P.M. — Centennial Fish Fry - St. Michael’s 
Church - Anna & Wilhelm Streets 

5:00 P.M. — Teen Street Dance - Joliet Street 
(In front of Town Hall) Music by The Dimensions 
from Griffith. 

6:00 P.M. — Kangaroo Kort opens on Joliet St. 
7:00 P.M. — Hospitality Center Reopens. 
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AT THE SCHERWOOD CLUB on Joliet St. 

8:30 P.M. — Coronation of Schererville Centen¬ 
nial Queen by Lt. Gov. Robert L. Rock and intro¬ 
duction of Court Of Honor by Hon. Ray J. Madden. 

9:00 P.M. — PREMIERE PERFORMANCE of 
“A CENTURY AT THE CROSSROADS” with a 
Gigantic Fireworks Finale. 

11:00 P.M. — Adult Street Dance on Joliet St. 


SATURDAY, JULY 2 "YOUTH DAY" 

9:00 A.M. — Registration of visitors at Centen¬ 
nial Headquarters, 38 E. Joliet. 

10:00 A.M. — Hospitality Center opens at the 
Town Hall. 

10:00 A.M. — Centennial Midway opens at Sau- 
zer’s Park. Buy your ride tickets at Centennial 
Headquarters. 

11:00 A.M. — Schererville Centennial PARADE 
begins down Joliet Street. 

AT SAUZER'S AMUSEMENT PARK ON U.S. 30 
WEST OF U.S. 41 

12 NOON — Centennial Midway Opens. Rides, 
games and refreshments. Buy your ride tickets at 
Centennial Headquarters. 

Special Chevrolet Show sponsored by Christenson 
Chevrolet, Highland, featuring the “Maco Shark” 
the sports car of the future. 

5:00 P.M. — Kangaroo Kort opens. 

7:00 P.M. — Hospitality Center Reopens 

AT THE SCHERWOOD CLUB on Joliet St. 

8:00 P.M. — Pre-Spectacle Program 

8:30 P.M. — SECOND PERFORMANCE of “A 
CENTURY AT THE CROSSROADS” with a Gigan¬ 
tic Fireworks Finale. 

9:30 P.M. — Centennial Queen Coronation Ball 
at the Scherwood Clubhouse. 


SUNDAY, JULY 3 "OLD SETTLERS DAY" 

All Schererville Churches observing Centen¬ 
nial Celebration. 

St. Michael's Church (Catholic) 5:45 a.m., 8:00 
a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.. 12:15 p.m. 

Church of God 10:45 a.m., 7:30 p.m. 

Peace Lutheran Church 10:45 a.m. 

Immanuel Presbyterian Church 11.00 a.m. 

10:00 A.M. — Hospitality Center opens at Town 
Hall on Joliet Street. 

10:00 A.M. — Midway opens at Sauzer’s Park 
Buy your ride tickets at Centennial Headquarters 

THE CHEVROLET SHOW AND MIDWAY 
CONTINUE AT SAUZER'S PARK 

AT REDAR MEMORIAL PARK 
at Austin and Gregory 

11:00 A.M. — Outdoor Family Dinner, picnic 
style, Beef and Chicken 

Adults $2.00 & children $1.00; ADVANCE SALE 
PRICE adults $1.50 and 75c for children. Advanced 
price tickets available until July 1st at Centennial 
Headquarters. 

1:00 P.M. — Dedication Ceremony of Redar 
Memorial Park and Time Capsule Program. 

1:30 P.M. — Indian Dance Demonstration by 
Boy Scouts Troop 212, Tribe Tank-Ina of Hammond 
Sponsored by Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

2:30 P.M. — Waterball Fights between various 
fire departments. 

4:00 P.M. — Preliminary Judging of Brothers 
of the Brush Contest. 

4:30 P.M. — Preliminary Judging of Centennial 
Belle Contest. 

4:30 P.M. — Mushball, Brothers of the Brush 
vs Unknowns 

5:30 P.M. — Prep-500 (Bike Race) at Redar 
Memorial Park. 

7:00 P.M. — Hospitality Center Reopens 
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AT THE SCHERWOOD CLUB on Joliet Street 
8:30 P.M. — Pre-Spectacle Program 

9:00 P.M. — THIRD PERFORMANCE of “A 
CENTURY AT THE CROSSROADS” with a Gigan¬ 
tic Fireworks Finale. 

MONDAY, JULY 4 ''AMERICAN DAY" 

9:00 A.M. — Registration of visitors at Centen¬ 
nial Headquarters at 38 E. Joliet Street. 

9:30 A.M. — Centennial Horse Show at Sauzer’s 
Park on U.S. 30 west of U.S. 41 

10:00 A.M. — Hospitality Center opens at Town 
Hall on Joliet Street. 

11:00 A.M. — Children’s Parade from Homan 
School to Redar Memorial Park 

AT SAUZER'S AMUSEMENT PARK 
On U.S. 30 West of U.S. 41 

12:30 P.M. — Second half of Horse Show begins, 


2:00 P.M. — Centennial Midway Reopens 
Buy your ride tickets at Centennial Headquarters 

2:00 P.M. — Special Chevrolet Show sponsored 
by Christenson Chevrolet, Highland 

3:30 P.M. —» Final Judging of Brothers of the 
Brush Contest 

4:00 P.M. — Final Judging of Centennial Belle 
Contest 

5:00 P.M. — Kangaroo Kort opens. 

7:00 P.M. — Hospitality Center Reopens 

AT SCHERWOOD CLUB on Joliet Street 

8:30 P.M. — Pre-Spectacle Program 

9:00 P.M. — FINAL PERFORMANCE of ‘‘A 
CENTURY AT THE CROSSROADS” with a Gigan¬ 
tic Fireworks Finale. 

AT SAUZER'S AMUSEMENT PARK 

11:00 P.M. — OFFICIAL CLOSING OF CEN¬ 
TENNIAL CELEBRATION, followed by a FIRE¬ 
WORKS DISPLAY PLUS GIGANTIC OUTDOOR 
DANCE. 


tjappif /Zirthctaif 


MAYNARD METALS C0. f Inc. 





MEIERS DRIVE INN 

CARRY OUTS 

STEAKS HAMBURGERS SANDWICHES SHAKES DRINKS 

CAR HOP SERVICE 

1018 LINCOUN HWY. PHONE 865-8941 

A. P. DAVIS SPORTS 

1928 -1966 

4532 INDIANAPOLIS BLVD. EAST CHICAGO, INDIANA 

ADAMS 

FLORIST & GREENHOUSE 

SAY IT WITH FLOWERS ANY TIME - ANY WHERE 

PHONE 865-1240 


1514 LINCOLN HWY 


SCHERERVILLE, INDIANA 

AAA APPROVED 

HEATED POOL 

SUPERIOR MOTELS, INC. 


UNDERWOOD MOTEL 

AMERICAN EXPRESS - CARTE BLANCHE 

Mr. & Mrs. Frater, Owner Manager 

U.S. 30 JUST WEST OF U.S. 41 PHONE 865-2451 






CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 
100th BIRTHDAY 

Town of Schererville 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Alfred M. Peifer, President 
Dr. Robert A. Grove, Secretary Robert S. Gentz, Treasurer 

James H. Watson, Superintendent 
Peter W. Keckich, Principal 
Mrs. Wilbur Fiegle, Secretary 

FACULTY 


Mrs. James H. Watson 

BUS DRIVERS 

Edward M. Peifer Leo A. Sargent 

CUSTODIANS 

Mrs. Florence Hilbrich 
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Cantu Mr. & Mrs. William Wilier 

May our progress continue with you for the next 100 years! 


David A. Andrews 

Miss Kathryn Poi 

Mrs. Martha Todd 

Mrs. Eugene Brace 

Mrs. Buren Hooper 

Mrs. Gus Korellis 

James F. McFadden 

Mrs. Gayton Marks 

Miss Judith A. Stierwalt 

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Manning 


Joseph M. Stephen 


Mrs. E. Colin Black 
Chester K. Maihofer 
Miss Frances Grandys 
Mrs. Roscoe Protsman 
Cornelius Vanderkolk 
Mrs. William Beckwith 
Mrs. John Dodd 
Edward J. Fritz 
John E. Kolling 
Norman A. Smith 


School 




Early school at Joliet & Austin 
and school buses loaded with children. 


Educating 
Our Youngsters 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
1853-1913 

(From Record Book of the Proceedings of the 
Township Trustees for the years 1853-1874). 

On April 30, 1853, the Board of Township Trus¬ 
tees met with the voters of St. John Township. Pre¬ 
sent were Adam Schmal, President; Henry Keil- 
man and Vinscent Schindler, all trustees; and 
also Treasurer James W. Rosencrantz and Clerk 
Joseph Vornhulz. A large majority of the taxpay¬ 
ers voted to levy 12 cents on each one hundred 
dollars assessed on real and personal property, the 
money to be used to pay teachers. 

The same board met again in June, 1853 and 
transacted the following business. 

“Order No. 1: Ordered that the money of the 
school funds what belongs to District No. 2 are ap¬ 
propriated to said district for the purpose to finish 
the schoolhouse in said district. 

“Order No. 3: Ordered that the money of the 
school funds what belongs to District No. 1 are ap¬ 
propriated to said district for the purpose to build 
a school in said district so far as the money will 

go” 

Orders No. 2 and No. 4 appropriated the money 
for materials and carpenter work and ordered 
Henry Keilman and Vinscent Schindler to proceed 
with the arrangements for building. 

At a later meeting in March, 1854, the follow¬ 
ing business was transacted: 

“Order No. 11: Ordered that the treasurer pay 
to Amra Rosencrantz fifty-four dollars, being the 
amount due him by his account rendered and al¬ 
lowed for teaching school in No. 1 three months at 
eighteen dollars per month.” 

From minutes of a meeting a month later, we 
read: 

“Order No. 15: Ordered that the treasurer pay 
forty-eight dollars to Mary Portz for her salary for 
teaching School No. 2 four months at twelve dol¬ 
lars per month ” 

From these minutes in the official records of 
the Board of Trustees, we must conclude that the 
years 1853-54 mark the first provision for the free 
public school education of the children of the early 
settlers who lived in the area of the present town 
of Schererville. 

At a meeting for school purposes in Septem¬ 
ber, 1854. Vinscent Schindler was authorized to 


hire a teacher for three months for School No. 1 
and Adam Schmal was given the same authoriza¬ 
tion for School No. 2. There is, however, no evi¬ 
dence that this was done. The business of road 
building fills the pages of the record book, and no 
mention is made of school business except the ar¬ 
rangement for enumeration in 1857 and the levying 
of a 20 cent tax for building and repairing school- 
houses in the years 1857-58. 

In 1858, in the treasurer’s record of expendi¬ 
tures, we find money appropriated for repairs to 
School No. 1 which amount almost to a rebuilding. 
Also, $60 was paid to Joseph Vornhulz for teaching 
School No. 2 and $100 to M. Force (may be Mary 
Portz) for teaching School No. 1. 

From that time on. with the possible exception 
of one or two years, School No. 2 was in session 
until it was permanently closed in 1907. School No. 

1 was the school from which our present Homan 
School evolved. It has been in session all but a 
half dozen or so years since 1858. 

School No. 2, a well-built frame building was 
located on the Willy farm in Section 17 of Scherer¬ 
ville. The building sat on the northwest corner at 
the intersection of the Old St. John Road and No¬ 
vak Road. Because of its location in the corner 
section of the town, it drew much of its enrollment 
from an area south and west of the town. For this 
reason manv of the older citizens of Schererville 
speak of it as a St. John, or, sometimes, a Dyer 
School. 

We can find no description of the location of 
the first District No. 1 School, and older citizens 
can only vaguely remember hearing their parents 
speak of it. 'We conclude, however, that it had to 
be a mile or more east of the present east boun¬ 
dary of Schererville 

In 1881, Trustee Henry Schulte built a third 
school in Schererville. This school was located on 
the Hart land, and until recently could be seen on 
the west side of Route 41, almost directly across 
from the John Zandstra home. This school was 
officially designated as School No. 8 but commonly 
referred to as Hartsdale School or Rohrman 
School. 

Beginning in 1858, one or more of these schools 
has been in session to the present time. 

Until 1860. Schools No 1 and No. 2 were man¬ 
aged by a board of three trustees, whose duties, 
besides building and supplying schools and hiring 



teachers, extended even to examining teachers 
and determining their qualifications for licenses. 

The law of i859 provided that the three-mem¬ 
ber trustee board be replaced by a single trustee. 
In compliance with that law, Peter Portz was elec¬ 
ted to serve as trustee of St. John Township. Scher¬ 
erville Schools were under a succession of trus¬ 
tees until 1913, when Schererville received permis¬ 
sion from the state to appoint a school board and 
thus become the School Town of Schererville. 

A complete list of township trustees to 1914 
follows: Peter Portz; Bernard Schulte; Henry 
Schulte, Bernhard Scheidt, Michael Grimmer, 
Henry L. Keilman, Wm. F. Keilman, J. A. Weis 
(died in office), Henry Batterman, and Frank 
Scheidt. 

A district director, elected by the voters in his 
district, took care of such physical needs of the 
school as repair of the building, furniture, and 
fences, and the provision of .wood for the stove. 
In addition, he was on call to assist the teacher in 
handling recalcitrant pupils. It was his duty, also, 
to call an annual meeting of the taxpayers in his 
district to elect a new director and a teacher for 
the coming year, and to receive bids for wood. 
Teachers were often chosen for their ability to 
teach both German and “proper English.” As for 
the wood, specifications were definite as to size 
and quality, with the added requirement that it 
must “satisfy the teacher.” A bidder was at the 
mercy of the elements, since the amount covered 
by the bid was “enough to keep the schoolhouse 
warm.” 

Teachers usually were chosen from the com¬ 
munity. During those early years there was no 
definite requirement for formal education. A 
change in the law in 1861 provided that a county 
examiner, appointed by the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners, should replace the trustee in deter¬ 
mining qualifications of teachers. This examiner, 
besides conducting public examinations for licen¬ 
sing teachers, served also as a medium of com¬ 
munication between the district schools and the 
State Superintendent. It was his duty, also, to visit 
schools and to do everything possible to upgrade 
the quality of teaching. 

In 1873, the office of County Examiner was 
abolished and was replaced by the County Su¬ 
perintendent of Schools. 

Beginning in 1866. Indiana school laws requir¬ 
ed fairly complete reports from teachers to trus¬ 
tees. These reports, still available in books of 
Teacher Contracts and Reports to Trustees, give 
us some interesting information about the early 
schools. 

A typical list of supplies- for these one-room 
schools was a water bucket, a tin cup, a wash 
basin, one' chair, a dictionary, a globe (usually 
described as “injured”), one or two maps, a sci¬ 
entific temperance chart, a poker and a shovel, 
and 4-6 window shades. The number of desks list¬ 
ed was always fewer than the enrollment, even if 
we are to assume that each desk seated two pupils. 
The very frequent payment for benches entered 
in the records of expenditures probably explains 
how they managed to seat all the pupils. 


One teacher, in the space in his report reser¬ 
ved for listing supplies, saved time by answering 
simply “Enough.” A thrifty lady teacher, in the 
Dlank space for listing needs for next year, wrote 
only “We could use another tin cup.” Amusing as 
that may seem to us today, we must not underes¬ 
timate the importance of that one tin cup when as 
mar.y as seventy pupils trooped in from play. In¬ 
terestingly, a lady who attended No. 2 School, 
when asked to relate anything about her school 
that impressed her, answered proudly, “I remem¬ 
ber that all the other schools had tin cups, but ours 
was made of enamel.” 

Even as early as 1866, all teacher reports list¬ 
ed a textbook for every subject, including Ortho¬ 
graphy, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, 
English Grammar, Physiology, and History of the 
United States. In 1866, Mr. Streng, teacher at No. 
2 School, in addition to listing English books for 
Spelling, Reading, and Arithmetic, included also 
a German textbook for all the subjects. In 1871, 
Andrew Kammer listed German texts, as did, also 
Theodore Kammer in 1893. Estelle Keilman, at 
least some of her teaching years, devoted half the 
day to lessons in German. No. 2 School seems to 
have given more emphasis to education in German 
than did No. 1; however, Adam Gerlach, who 
taught frequently in No. 1 School, usually added 
German to the curriculum but listed no textbook. 

Until 1890, when the Indiana Series was used 
almost uniformly in the township, it was left to the 
teachers, and sometimes to the voters at the an¬ 
nual director’s meetings, to decide what textbooks 
would be used and whether or not German would 
be taught. Through the early years, McGuffy’s 
spelling and reading books were used. School No. 
2 continued their use till 1881. but No. 1 School 
changed to Harvey’s and others by 1871. The Spen¬ 
cerian system of writing was used almost uni¬ 
formly, though teacher Paul Lemon listed The 
Lemon System and Mr. Wagoner The Leon Wago¬ 
ner System; and well they might, for samples of 
their writing were works of art. Ray’s arithmetic, 
Monteith’s physiology, Pinneo’s English grammar, 
and Quackenboo’s United States history were the 
ones most commonly used until the Indiana Series 
became the uniform adoption. 

We think of functional spelling, that is, words 
chosen from the content of all the other subjects, 
as being a progressive product of recent years; 
but not so. Two of the teachers in these very early 
schools listed no spelling text; instead, they desig¬ 
nated “Words chosen from the branches.” And if 
we think kindergarten is an innovation of the twen¬ 
tieth century, we are wrong again. In spite of very 
large enrollments, with one teacher in charge of 
all eight grades, children were admitted at age 5, 
and occasionally age 4. They were put in a 
“Chart Class” where, since many of them on en¬ 
tering could understand only German, they re¬ 
mained two or three years before they were pro¬ 
moted to first grade. 

Promotions were strictly by readers, and the 
teacher’s Report to Successor included not only 
the name of the reader, but also the page where 
the pupil stopped at the end of the year. At first 


glance, the slow rate of advancement from grade 
to grade, as recorded in the teachers’ registers, 
is somewhat of a shock. But when one realizes the 
handicaps of the times, he becomes amazed at 
what was accomplished. Not only did the child 
enter school with no knowledge of English, but, in 
many cases, the teacher, also was struggling with 
the language problem. Enrollments, especially in 
School No. 1, were unbelievably large, and neces¬ 
sities of the times, including the farm work to be 
done and the long walk to school over rough roads, 
made the average daily attendance little more 
than half the enrollment. 

Before 1870, school terms varied from three to 
six months. After 1870, they were uniformly seven 
months until they were increased to eight months 
in 1873. From 1891 to 1895. these early schools 
again were ahead of their times, for they extended 
their school term to ten months. From 1895 to the 
present, without exception, Schererville Schools 
have been open for terms of nine months. 

An 1866 minimum salary law provided that a 
beginning teacher should be paid no less per day 
than 2V\ times his grade on his examination for 
license. The second year his minimum salary 
would be 2 Vz times the average of his examination 
grade and the success grade given to him by the 
county superintendent after his first year of teach¬ 
ing. The third year, and all years thereafter, the 
teacher’s minimum daily salary would be 2% 
times the average of his latest examination and 
success grades. A fine of $100 would be imposed 
on an employer who violated this law. 

From 1866 to 1892. salaries for men teachers 
varied from $1.75 to $2.75 per day, with only a 
slight upward trend through the years. The years 
between 1892 and 1900 list a few salaries at $3.00 
per day and one at $4.25. Frances Scherer, the 
only woman teacher between 1866 and 1881, re¬ 
ceived $1.50 per day. From 1881 to the present 
there have been women teachers in Schererville 
Schools every year. Through those years until 
1912, women were always paid more than men. 

Most of the foregoing general information ap¬ 
plies to all the early schools of Schererville, since 
all were under the direction of the same trustee. 
More specific facts about each school follow. 

School No. 2 —1866-1907 

School No. 2 is commonly referred to as Hoff¬ 
man School or Leinen School, probably because 
John Leinen served the school as director for 
many of its later years. Early historians, and 
some present Schererville citizens, refer to it as 
the Line School. This may be a corruption of the 
spelling of Leinen School, or it may be the result 
of its location in Section 17, which is enclosed on 
two sides by the boundary lines of Schererville 
town. 

Though School No. 1 and School No. 2 were in 
operation regularly after 1858, we chose to begin 


School No. 2 • 1853-1907 
used as a garage at the Uus Wood 
home on U. S. 30. 


the information with 1866. the date when Scherer¬ 
ville was platted as a town, and also the date when 
more complete records are available. We will 
close this part of the history with 1913, the date 
after which the schools were no longer in the town¬ 
ship system. 

In 1866. School No. 2 had an enrollment of 77 
pupils, but the following year it decreased to 31, 
probably due to another school opening in a neigh¬ 
boring district. From then on, enrollments ranged 
from 42 downward until 1907, when the school 
closed permanently with 11 pupils enrolled at the 
end of the term. 

Because of the position of the school in the 
far south and west corner of Schererville, lists of 
pupils attending would include more St. John and 
Dyer families than families from Schererville. Six 
of the Willy children attended the school. Mrs. 
Edith (Willy) Peterson and her sister Caroline, 
whom we interviewed, talked about the school 
with nostalgia and much affection, since it was 
located on their farm. They remember the grass 
there was greener than any place else, and the 
deep shade in the woods behind the school toward 
the present Schilling addition was enjoyed by all 
the children. They recall that the pupils planted 
a tree in the schoolyard on each Arbor Day. Caro¬ 
line remembers the fun she had playing in the 
basement of the old building after it was aban¬ 
doned; Edith remembers equally well that the 
school had no basement. 

Other families whose homes were within the 
boundaries of Schererville were the Schillings and 
Leinens. Joe Hoffman, well known to Schererville 
young people because of his service as bus driver, 
was enrolled in No. 2 School through its last term. 
Verona Haag, whom many Schererville residents 
remember affectionately as a long-time capable 
teacher in Schererville Schools, graduated from 
the eighth grade of this school in 1903. 

Teachers who taught in No. 2 School for one 
year were: Mary Portz, Joseph Vornhulz, Amanda 
J. Feltz, Sister Alfred. Mary Chase, Andreas Jung, 
Aloys Streng. Paul Lemon, Theodore Wagoner, 
Anna Koupal, Adeline Laible, Annie Groman, 
Charles Harter, Henry Phillips, Henry Reichers, 
and Regina Alt. Theodore Brinker, and Andrew 
Kammer each taught in the school for 6 years, 








Front row left to right: Miss Verona Haag, teacher, standing in back; I)ena Swets, Kathryn Gunderson, Edith Schau, Su¬ 
san Stelma, Harry Westerhout; Willie Schrader, Anna Stelma, Anna Gunderson, Agnes Venema, Anna Venema, Clara Van- 
Prooyan, Bernard Schau, Herman Baker, Bennie Swets, Egbeit DeMaar, Andrew Baker, Tony VanProoyan, Victor Rut¬ 
ledge, Walter Schrader, Tom Rutledge. 


Madeline Laible for 5 years, Theodore Kammer, 4 
years, and Lizzie Seberger and Cecelia Ludwig 
each 3 years. Estelle Keilman taught the last two 
years that the school was in session. 

Records show regular and, sometimes, exten¬ 
sive repairs on the building, but the same sturdy 
one-room school served from its origin in 1853 till 
it was closed in 1907. In 1914, the building was sold 
to Jacob Moeler for $80. At present, the school- 
house sits on the farm lot of the Ilus Wood home 
on Route 30 in Dyer. 

In 1917, Mr. August Willy appeared before the 
Schererville School Board and secured the release 
of the school lot of District No. 2, which had been 
donated for school use. It became again a part of 
the farm from which it originated in 1853. 

School No. 1 and School No. 8 
1866-1913 

In 1866, School No. 1, commonly called Scher¬ 
erville School, was still in its original building, 
probably about a mile east of the present boun¬ 
dary of the town. 

In July 27, 1867, at a meeting called by the 
director, George Phillips, a majority of the tax¬ 
payers present voted to divide District No. 1 on a 
line north and south a mile east of the present 
boundary of Schererville It was then decided that 
the east side of the district should keep the old 
schoolhouse and that the people of the west half 
should help move it to whatever spot the east half 
designated. A record in the treasurer’s book of an 
amount spent “for the moving of a school” sug¬ 
gests this may have been done. Also, a few peo¬ 
ple in the area remember hearing of a school al¬ 
most as far east as the township line. 


On April 12, 1869, Joseph Lammers, the direc¬ 
tor of School No. 1, called a meeting of the voters 
to decide (1) whether or not the first district should 
be divided, and (2) if not divided, whether to move 
the schoolhouse to Schererville or to build a new 
schoolhouse immediately at Schererville and sell 
the old one. 

It was voted 27 to 7 against dividing the dis¬ 
trict and 28 to 8 to erect a new schoolhouse at 
Schererville It was voted also to petition the 
trustee to employ two teachers and to sell the old 
schoolhouse 

As a result of this meeting and another with 
the trustee, a contract was let to the lowest bidder, 
Joseph Piciui, to build a two-room schoolhouse 
24’ x 42’ with a 6’ x 6’ vestibule. Specifications 
were definite and detailed. The work was com¬ 
pleted as specified by August, 1869. 

This new two-room frame building was built 
in approximately the same place as the present 
Homan School. It was sometimes called School 
No. 1, but as time went on it became known gen¬ 
erally as Schererville School. 

In July 15, 1869, the old No. 1 schoolhouse was 
sold to the Schulte Brothers for $120. 

Teachers who taught one year each in the first 
District No. 1 School were Amra Rosencrantz, M. 
Force (or Mary Portz), and Julius Spencer. John 
W. Johns, who later became a well-known doctor 
in Dyer, taught two years to further his education 
in medicine. George Gerlach and Adam Gerlach 
each taught four years in this little one-room 
school. 

During the years after 1870, directors called 
many meetings, during which, the voters expres¬ 
sed through the ballot their wishes for furnishing 
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the school, hiring teachers, building fences, and 
supplying water. Ultimately, it was the right of 
the trustee to decide such matters; he was, how¬ 
ever, stiongly influenced by the petitions which re¬ 
sulted from action at these district meetings. 

A typical list of expenditures, as listed in the 
directors minutes, makes interesting reading: 


Feb. 3, 1877 2 window panes.16 

Feb. 23 2 brooms .50 

Mar. 22 2 brooms .50 

Apr. 11 Ink .05 Matches .10.15 

May 8 1 box chalk.30 

Sept. 4 1 broom .25 

Sept. 9 1 box matches.10 

Oct. 4 1 box matches.10 

Oct. 7 Soap and Stove Polish.18 

Nov. 4 matches.20 

Nov. 28 2 brooms .50 

Nov. 29 Mrs. Thices Wichese. 1.00 

Dec. 10 matches ... .25 

Feb. 11,1878 matches.25 

Wood for the year.34.20 


Little wonder that taxpayers seldom made 
public complaint, though they might have cause to 
question the largest item, 1.00 for “Mrs. Thices 
Wichese.” Matches and brooms seem to be the 
items of continuing expense. 

Only a small percentage of the legal voters of 
the district attended these meetings. Some of the 
people who, by their attendance, showed interest 
in improving the schools were Adrean Cook, 
George Phillips, Mathias Reeder, John Duffing, 
Charles and Ransom Dutton, Nicholas Scherer, 
Martin, John, and Peter Reeder, John and Jacob 
Treinen, Joseph Lammers, Nick and Michael 
Fries, Peter Schumacher, Adolph Landgraff, Seth 
Owens, Nicholas Thies, Mathias Miller, John Se- 
berger, Adam Schilling, Nicholas Schafer, and 
John Austgen. 

From 1866, when reports are first available, to 
1876, when two teachers were first hired, enroll¬ 
ments in School No. 1 ranged from 65 to 130 pupils. 
Unbelievable as these figures seem, they must be 
true, for, in addition to the reports of the teacher 
to the trustee, annual enumeration figures confirm 
the probability According to the enumeration in 
1868, there were 138 youths in the district, and in 
1870, 134 youths. Between 1889 and 1895, enumera¬ 
tion of children ranged from 117 to 136. 

If we are appalled by the idea of one teacher 
instructing so many pupils in one room, Adam 
Gerlach was not. In spite of an average daily 
attendance of 97 in the year 1870, he added Alge¬ 
bra and German to his curriculum, and the next 
year he added Algebra, Botany, and Philosophy. 
The following year he tried the class on a course 
in psychology. In 1879, Michael Grimmer added 
Composition and Letters, and several teachers in¬ 
cluded a course in bookkeeping. 

The compulsory education law of the time re¬ 
quired children from ages seven to fourteen to at¬ 
tend school. A part-time attendance officer was 
paid $2 for each day he visited schools. His name 
appears frequently on the teachers’ reports of vi¬ 
sitors. 


In almost every annual director’s meeting af¬ 
ter the two-room school was built, the voters pre¬ 
sent voted to petition the trustee to hire two teach¬ 
ers to teach the Schererville School in English and 
German. Finally this was done in 1876 and was 
continued until 1881, when, because of the addition 
of School No. 8, enrollments no longer justified it. 
During all these years, a man, designated Princi¬ 
pal Teacher, taught the upper grades. The teacher 
ior the lower grades was usually a woman. By 
1883, enrollments again warranted two teachers in 
School No. 1. 

School No. 8, or Hartsdale School, was a one- 
room frame building built by Trustee Henry Schul¬ 
te in 1881. The school opened that fall and was in 
session 160 days. Adeline Laible was the teacher, 
and the enrollment that term was 17 pupils. 

During the years 1881 to 1890, Schererville 
School, Hartsdale School, and School No. 2 were 
all in session. By 1889, enumeration showed only 
five families, with a total of eight children, living 
in District No 8, and the following year only the 
five children of the Hubert Getzingers, Nicholas 
Rohrmans, Fred Withenhages, and William Roth- 
ledges (Ruttlege) remained in the school at the 
end of the year. The school, therefore, was closed 
from 1890 to 1894 

Teachers who taught in Hartsdale School up 
to its temporary closing were Adeline Laible, 
Charles Harter, LeGrand T. Myers, Mary Schulte, 
Mary Niemetz and Grace Newman. 

School was again in session from 1894 to 1907, 
when the term closed with three children enrolled. 
During the 1894-95 term, J. H. Jaques, Nellie 
Weeks, and George Laben shared the teaching as¬ 
signment. The teacher for the remaining eleven 
years of this time was Miss Zipporah Davis. 

Miss Davis, or Zippie, as she was affectionate¬ 
ly called, leaves much evidence that she was a de¬ 
dicated teacher who did much for the pupils who 
attended her classes. Zippie was accustomed to 
riding a one-car train called ‘‘the Dinky” from 
her home in Dyer to the school at Hartsdale. One 
pupil recalls a day when a blinding snow storm 
and blizzard made it impossible for the Dinky to 
run. Some of the pupils managed to walk to 
school. For the first time, Zippie wasn’t there to 
meet them, but somehow they knew that she would 
come. They waited, and late though it was, down 
the road came Zippie on a horse. 

Miss Davis’ carefully written daily program 
point up the task faced by all teachers of these 
one-room schools. Class sessions were in neat 
little packets of 8-12 minutes each, but there was 
still time for 8 minutes for Weather Chart each 
morning. Reading Circle books were available to 
schools if the teacher put enough pressure on the 
trustee to buy them, and apparently Zippie did. 
These, with other books added from year to year, 
made the library at Hartsdale an impressive one 
for its time. 

After Hartsdale closed temporarily in 1907. 
Miss Davis taught in Dyer until about 1922, after 
which she became a valued teacher in Gary. Miss 
Davis passed away in the early 1960’s. 

In the year 1892, a two-story brick building was 

















Miss Zipporah Davis, well 
remembered teacher who taught 
at Hartsdale from 1895-1907. 


built by Trustee Michael Grimmer to replace the 
old No. 1 frame building whicth had been in use 
since 1870. This new school sat on the same lot 
where Homan School is today; in fact, the first 
addition on the west side of Homan School occu¬ 
pies part of the site of the two-story brick building. 
The contract was awarded to Jacob Scholl, whose 
bid of $3266 was lowest. It is interesting to note 
that records of payments on this school read some¬ 
times “payment on Schererville School” and some¬ 
times “payment on School No. 1.” 

When Hartsdale reopened in 1895, there were 
again four teachers in Schererville public schools, 
with school being held in three buildings. There 
were 77 under two teachers at Schererville School, 
23 at School No. 2, and 19 at School No. 8. These 
enrollments remained fairly constant until the 
year 1902. 

In 1900. the Catholic parish purchased a part of 
the abandoned frame building and moved it closer 
to the church. At first it was used only for religi¬ 
ous instruction. By the fall of 1900. the parish pro¬ 
vided schools in this building for pupils above the 
third grade, and by the following year, all who 
wished to attend were admitted. 

From the fall of 1902 to 1905. Schererville Pub¬ 
lic School was closed. During that time enrollment 
at No. 2 averaged 23 and No. 8 averaged 27. 

Pupils enrolled in Schererville Public School 
the year before St. Michael’s School opened were 
the following: Allie, John, Emma, Peter, and 
Frank Reiplinger; Ernest Lustig; John and Willie 
Stephen; Charles, Fred, and Maggie Treinen; 
George. Tillie, and Charles Scholl; Allie Steuer; 
George Carls; Joseph and Mary Risch; Josie, 
Lizzie, Theresa, Frank, and John Austgen; Martha 
and Willie Schafer; Willie and Josie Schischka; 
Allie and Nick Thiel; Harry Seberger; Betty and 
Alfred Hilbrich; Willie Grimmer; Theresa and 
Peter Scheidt; Mam e Scherer; John Young: Lou¬ 
isa, Lena, and Peter Doffin; John and Mary Kuhn; 
Katie, Nick, George, and Benny Maas; Mary Schu¬ 
bert; John Reeder; Katie, Frank, and Joseph 
Schilling; Theresa Brown; Frank Rackie; Joseph 
and Katie Sutter; Katie and Annie Korner; Ellen 
Spanier; Helen and John Smith; Auburn Palmer; 
Edith Berwanger; Mary Erb; Francis Biegel; Jo 
seph Spindler; and Charles and *Willie Bohney. 

*Though Willie Bohney never became presi¬ 
dent, even in early youth he exhibited all the at¬ 
tributes necessary to that office. If he didn’t know 
the page when he was called on to read, he had 
Lizzie Dub trained to give him the sign; that was 
ingenuity. Night after night on the way home from 
school Willie challenged his pal, Johnny Kuhn, to a 
friendly fight, and night after night Willie finished 
on the bottom; that was perseverance. Willie 
bought himself a dictionary, so only we who have 
read his school record know' he didn’t study his 
spelling very much; that was practicality. And 


when Sister Germaine rapped his knuckles till 
they burned, Willie said he’d be good: That was 
common sense. No, Willie never became presi¬ 
dent, but a more outstanding citizen Schererville 
never had. 

While scanning Hartsdale School records for 
this same period, one was led to wonder if the very 
frequent absence marks meant that Susie Rohr- 
man (Grimmer) had many illnesses; and when 
one wonders he sometimes asks. Susie told us 
quickly that those were hard times and she had to 
work in the fields. When asked to account for the 
frozen winter months she answered more hesi¬ 
tatingly, “Those were hard times - and besides it 
was cold - and the snow was deep.” Today Susie 
has a fine family and a well-kept house to witness 
to her successful life, and we must admit that 
without those telltale records that some busybody 
chose to keep we never would have known that 
Susie sat at home by the fire cutting paper dolls 
while her friends were at school slaving over Ci¬ 
phering and Scientific Temperance. 

In 1905, Schererville School reopened with ele¬ 
ven pupils, but only four were enrolled at the end 
of the year. No. 8 opened with ten pupils, of whom 
only two boys and one girl remained to finish the 
term. Withdrawals from Hartsdale School are 
largely accounted for by the exodus to the High¬ 
land Christian School. The decrease in enrollment 
at Schererville was due almost entirely to the 
move to the Catholic School. 

At the close of school in 1907. only twenty pu¬ 
pils remained in the three public schools in Scher¬ 
erville. In 1907, School No. 2 closed permanently 
and Hartsdale closed until 1910. 

In the fall of 1910, Hartsdale reopened with 
Cora Pinter the teacher. From that time until 
1918, five years after the school board took con¬ 
trol. Hartsdale was the only public school in Scher¬ 
erville. 

Interpreting records presents only part of the 
story of the struggle involved in getting a public 
school education at that time. Other former pupils 
at Hartsdale concur in the description given us by 
Dena (Swets) Krooswyk. 

Ha r tsdale School sat in a low spot of undrained 
land. Except in very dry weather, mud holes were 
ever present in the school yard, and the slough be- 
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hind the school was a problem except in winter 
when it became a skating pond. At best, children 
had to cross a marsh to get to school. All had to 
endure the discomfort of wet feet, but the timid 
girls suffered also the terrors of snakes and small 
animals slithering across their path. If one lived 
on the east side of the tracks, he had added prob¬ 
lems He must walk a plank to cross the ditch, 
then carefully follow the zigzag path carved out 
by Mr. Swets to help the children climb over the 
high railroad embankment. During this crossing 
it was not uncommon for one to drop his Tip Top 
or Plow Boy tobacco-pail and see pail, lid, and 
unwrapped lunch going their separate ways down 
the embankment. 

Perhaps it was at a time like that that Harry 
Westerhout and Dena Swets made the world-shak¬ 
ing discovery that Dena liked the scorched crust 
that Mrs. Westerhout baked on her bread and 
Harry much preferred Mrs. Swet’s light brown 
crust. Dena longed for the brown sugar in Har¬ 
ry’s sandwich, and. happily, Harry just adored 
Dena’s grape jelly. From the time of this reve¬ 
lation, swapping lunches became the first order 
of the day for Dena and Harry. 

Some other members of the class at this time 
were Egbert DeMaar. Willie Schrader. Susan and 
Annie Stelma. Edith and Bernard Schau, Clara 
and Tony VanProoyen; Agnes and Anna Venema. 
Herman and Andrew Baker. Tom and Vic Rutt- 
ledge, and Catherine and Annie Gunderson. 

Trustee's records of expenditures from 1907 to 
1910 show regular monthly wages paid to Michael 
Stephen, Ed Stephen, and Mrs. Elizabeth Christen¬ 
son for hauling school children to Schererville. 
Wages were paid for a shorter period to Nick Re- 
dar and Nick Schafer. We have no official explan¬ 
ation of the need for three drivers to Schererville 
School. We do know, however, that the St. John 
and Dyer areas, because of the opening of Cath¬ 
olic schools, were experiencing the same flux that 
we have described in Schererville. Seven of the 
public schools in the township were closed perman¬ 
ently sometime between the years 1905 and 1909. 
and three more were closed temporarily from 
1906-1910. John Stephen remembers that his bro¬ 
ther Mike went to the far southeast corner of the 
township to pick up children attending school in 
Schererville. 

Following is a complete account of teachers 
teaching in the Schererville school from 1869 until 
it closed temporarily in 1910. 

Adam Gerlach. who taught in District School 
No. 1 four years before 1869. continued to teach 
three more years in the new school. Michael Grim¬ 
mer taught three years, and Frances Scherer, Ed 
Neifing. and J. C. Seberger each taught two years. 
Those who taught only one year were William 
Esswein, Ferdinand Meyer, Ed McClure, and Ru¬ 
dolph Haitz. 

After 1882. Michael Kolb served as principal 
teacher for seven years and Joseph Schischka for 
nine years. Theodore Kammer served in the same 
capacity for the last two years before the closing 
of the school in 1902 Beginning this same span of 
years, Mary Schulte was the lower grade teacher 


for two years After that. Sister Mary Elizabeth, 
a Franciscan nun, taught grades 1-3 for seven 
years. She was succeeded by Sister Mary Jo¬ 
sephine, of the same Order, who taught for eight 
years to the closing of the school in 1902. 

Florence Kiefer and Cora Pinter were the last 
teachers to be hired by the township trustee for 
Schererville School. Other teachers who taught 
from 1905. when the school reopened, until 1910 
were Maggie Weis, and Cecelia and Rose Ludwig. 

When Schererville Schools came under the jur¬ 
isdiction of the Schererville School Board in 1913, 
Verona Haag was completing the contract she had 
been given bv Trustee Frank Scheidt to teach at 
Hartsdale for the 1912-1913 term. 

1913-1941 

On December 6, 1912. the School Board, which 
had been appointed by the Town Board for the 
newly-formed School Town of Schererville, met to 
organize. Simon Swets was elected president; 
George N. Gard, treasurer; and Mathias Seberger. 
secretary. 

The County Superintendent remained the su¬ 
perintendent of Schererville Schools, and the coun¬ 
ty office continued to furnish services such as text¬ 
book selection, testing, recording licenses, and 
supplying various part-time teachers and super¬ 
visors. The township trustee, though having no 
jurisdiction, worked closely with the board in ar¬ 
ranging pupil transfers and combining facilities 
for transportation 

The new board inherited a brick schoolhouse at 
Schererville, which, though only twenty years old, 
was in very bad repair from having stood vacant 
and untended for four years. Also in their legacy 
was the one-room Hartsdale School, then in session 
and under the supervision of a capable teacher. 
Though it was sitting on low ground and often sur¬ 
rounded by mudholes, it was in fair condition and 
well-equipped for a school of its time. 

The board proceeded to the immediate tasks 
of hiring teachers, determining bus driver and jan¬ 
itor contracts, and arranging for transfer of pupils 
to Dyer High School. For the first time, through 
arrangement with Supt. Heighway, the school 
hired a supervisor of instruction. 

Miss Verona Haag, who. for the last two years, 
had been teaching at Hartsdale School under the 
township trustee, became the first to teach for the 
School Town of Schererville. She continued to 
teach there for six years, then taught in Scherer¬ 
ville School until 1938. when she met her death in 
an automobile accident. 

Miss Haag taught in Schererville schools for 
29 years, which is the longest tenure served by any 
Schererville teacher Many people who live in the 
community today remember happy school days 
with “Fronie” as their teacher. We. who rely 
mostly on reading records for our evaluation, have 
found sufficient reason to conclude that Miss Haag 
contributed much to the progress of Schererville 
Schools. 

During all these vears. so-called Circuit 
Teachers were hired part-time for special sub¬ 
jects. Sometimes the arrangement was made in 
co-operation with the trustee and sometimes with 


the county superintendent. Mrs. Otto Steifel, who 
taught music and drawing, was the first such 
teacher hired by the board. Others were Hazel 
Henderson, Lucille Morrison. Miss Englund, and 
Bessie Black. Beginning in 1924, Vada McPherson 
taught music in Schererville one day a week for 
13 years. 

Michael Stephen, who had driven since 1907 
for Trustees Weis and Batterman, became the first 
bus driver for the School Town of Schererville. 

While working on construction on the Pennsyl¬ 
vania Railroad in the early 1900’s Mr. Stephen suf¬ 
fered a serious spinal injury, which resulted in 
severe crippling. Though not able to take care of 
his own wagon and horses, with the faithful as¬ 
sistance of his brother John, he managed to drive 
the bus until 1909, when the bus was discontinued 
because only three children were going to Dyer 
High School. 

This early route started at the Schererville 
post office, went to Dyer, then returned to the 
same spot. The contract provided for a wage of 
$2.00 per day, with the stipulation that the driver 
be paid 50c for each mile over four should the 
route be extended. The driver must provide a 
comfortable wagon to be used for a school bus and 
no other purpose. He must provide a team of 
horses of sufficient size, strength, and speed to 
convey children at a reasonable rate, and of suf¬ 
ficient gentleness to be controlled. On arriving at 
the school, the driver must report to the principal: 
(1) Time of starting, (2) Time of arrival at school, 
(3) Enrollment of the wagon, and (4) Attendance 
for the day. The foregoing are only a few of the 
five pages of regulations in the record book. 

The next year an agreement with the township 
provided that Mr. Stephen would pick up township 
elementary pupils living along the route and de¬ 
liver them to Dyer School. In return, the trustee 
would furnish the wagon and free tuition for pupils 
attending the high school and would pay half the 
driver’s salary. 

By the term 1917-18, seventeen children were 
being transferred to Dyer High School at a tuition 
of one dollar per month per child. 

Mike’s brother John recalls a day when Mike 
gave service far beyond the demands of his con¬ 
tract. The area was experiencing a severe bliz¬ 
zard. Toward noon, as the storm became worse, 
Mike got permission from the trustee to start to 
Dyer to pick up the children. By the time he got 
to the Bush farm, the blizzard had become blind¬ 
ing and the roads impassable. Mr. Bush walked to 
Dyer to make arrangements for the children to 
stay overnight. It was only by cutting fences and 
crossing fields that Mike was able to get the wagon 
and team to Dyer the next day. 

By 1916, wagons had been replaced by neat¬ 
looking horse-drawn hacks with curtains that could 
be pulled down to protect the occupants from the 
weather. In December of that year, the board 
agreed to buy a fourteen-foot bus from Studebaker 
at South Bend. It, too, was horse-drawn, but very 
elegant, with glass instead of curtains. The cost 
was F O B $215.25. 

Mr. G. VanProoyen, the first janitor to serve 


the new school corporation, took care of Hartsdale 
School for three years. Then Ben DeMaar served 
Hartsdale until its closing in 1921. 

Between 1913 and 1920, every year but one saw 
at least one change in the personnel of the school 
board, and by 1920, the original school board had 
been replaced completely. George N. Gard was 
succeeded by William Govert, William Hilbrich, 
Frank Homan, and Joseph A. Homan. In 1916, Mr. 
Swets was replaced by Nicholas Schafer and in 
1918, J. J. Reiplinger succeeded Mathias Seber- 
ger. The 1920-school board, including J. A. Ho¬ 
man, Pres., J. J. Reiplinger, Sec., and Nicholas 
Schafer, Treasurer, served without interruption 
until 1939 

Throughout the entire span of years between 
1913 to 1940 every school board struggled with the 
problem of determining the most practicable way 
to provide a suitable schoolhouse for the children 
of Schererville. The minutes of the board meetings 
unfold the story of 27 years of effort to determine 
whether money available could best be used to 
build a new school at Hartsdale, to build a school 
at Schererville, or to repair the old two-story brick 
building. In the meantime, until 1921, school con¬ 
tinued to be held at Hartsdale. 

In September 1913, and most of the years 
thereafter, the board voted to buy Reading Circle 
books. These books were chosen by a committee 
f r om the State Teachers’ Association and were 
considered to represent the best of current child¬ 
ren’s literature. These Reading Circle books, to¬ 
gether with those purchased earlier by the trus¬ 
tees, formed the nucleus of the present Scherer¬ 
ville school library. 

The following Reading Circle books, purchased 
in 1913, are typical: 

Stories of famous Pictures Book 2 

Cherry Tree Children 

Nixie Bunny in Manners Land 

Boy Scouts of Birch Bark Island 

Barbara’s Philippine Journey 

When Sarah Went to School 

On the Trail of Grant and Lee 

Fables from Afar 

Old Mother West Wind 

Tales of the Romans 

Robin Hood 

Peggy Owen Patriot 

Joe the Book Farmer 

Secret of the Clan 

Young Shippers of Great Lakes 

Blue Bonnet’s Ranch Party 

Phoebe and Ernest 

Also a Dog 

Our Common Friends and Foes. 

In 1914, in response to a petition with 58 names, 
the board voted to give the Junior Baseball Team 
the privilege of using the vacant school for enter¬ 
tainment. They voted also to restrict its use in the 
future to activities which would benefit the town. 
They asked the town board “to keep the building in 
repair for use of same.” The town board refused. 
Either coincidentally, or signif’cantly, the next 
order of business read “Berwanger hired to put 
new lock on schoolhouse door.” 


The vacant schoolhouse continued to be a con¬ 
cern. Fences were broken down, the yard was 
covered with weeds, window panes were broken, 
and the budding was in bad repair both inside and 
out. 

In February 1915. in anticipation of holding 
school there, the board asked for bids on extensive 
repairs on the Schererville schoolhouse. Repairs 
included a cement walk on the south frontage, two 
coats or Alstucco paint on the east, west, and north 
sides of the building, replacement of twenty win¬ 
dow panes, fences Duilt. and grass sown. A few 
montns later the schoolhouse was rewired and 
diop nxtures were installed. 

Hartsdale. also, received its share of attention 
The yard was cleaned and low places filled, and 
trees trimmed. Inside, the walls were calcimined, 
desks cleaned and repaired, and a $100 Columbia 
Graphaphone was added to the equipment. 

in i91/, the board considered building a new 
schoolhouse at Hartsdale but tabled the vote until 
the next meeting. They voted against building a 
new schoolhouse at Schererville; instead, they 
voted to ask Supt. Heighway what would be neces¬ 
sary to open Schererville School. His answer was. 
“In no way can Schererville School be put in condi¬ 
tion to use without great expense.’’ 

In spite of difficulties, in July, 1918, the board 
voted to leave Hartsdale School open and to open 
the lower room of Schererville School. More re¬ 
pairs were made, a well drilled, and a $400 furnace 
installed. Quite an adequate list of supplies was 
ordered. Included in the list was a sixteen-inch 
bust of Woodrow Wilson. At Hartsdale a 6’ x 6' 
addition was put on the coal shed, window screens 
were installed, and a flagpole and lantern slide 
projector were furnished. 

Marie Erb was hired as teacher for Scherer¬ 
ville School. When Miss Erb resigned the next 
year, Ruth Perry taught at Hartsdale and Miss 
Haag was transferred to Schererville. 

Hartsdale was closed permanently in 1921, and 
Schererville School was the only public school in 
the town. The little one-room school house remain¬ 
ed on the spot where it was built until five years 
ago when it caught fire. Since it was too dilapi- 
tated to be of any use to anyone, it was allowed to 
burn to the ground. 

Some interesting single items from the 1917- 
1921 minutes follow: 

Mar. 1917 George Schutz paid $1.60 for 8 
hours work shoveling snow at 20c per hour. 

Mar. 19 Wrote again to Munster about trans¬ 
fers and $2.50 tuition for 5 pupils. Munster school 
board replied and asked what the $2.50 tuition 
was for. 

Apr. 1917 School cleaned belfrey. Insurance 
considerably lowered. 

Mar. 1919 Petition read by which Lake Coun¬ 
ty Teachers demanded 50% increase. Miss Haag 
appeared to report that Miss Perry and Miss Haag 
were satisfied and were not making that demand. 

June 1920 Voted to build fence around school- 
yard to keep out cattle and other farm animals. 

Sept. 1920 Miss Haag given permission to buy 
a croquet set 


June 7, 1921 Miss Haag asks $175 per month 
for teaching Board disagreed. Miss Haag refused 
to teach for less. 

June 21, 1921 Special meeting. Miss Haag 
signs contract for $160 

July 24. 1921 Special meeting called for or¬ 
dering 2 Standard Automatic toilets. 

In 1920. the school attorney notified the school 
board that the law required a bus for children who 
live miles or more from the schoolhouse. In 
compliance the board hired August Schulte, who 
served as bus driver until 1926. 

Until 1923, most pupils from Schererville had 
attended high school at Dyer. After that they were 
transferred to Griffith until 1929. when, because 
ten pupils expressed their wish to attend Dyer 
High School, the bus route was changed to Dyer. 

In 1926. the board bought a motor bus. J. M. 
Reiplinger, the first driver of this motorized bus, 
drove for four years. James Kroozwyk was the 
bus driver the next year. 

One of the students of that time recalls a near 
accident between the bus and a switch engine. An 
investigation was held by Joseph Homan, school 
board president, and the entire switch crew. The 
conclusion reached was that the engineer took the 
signal to the bus driver to be his signal, and both 
train and bus proceeded at the same time. Shaken 
nerves was the only damage. 

In April 1931. Mr. Rolling’s bus bid was lowest. 
He became the driver that year and continued un¬ 
til his retirement in 1963. 

When school was held again in the two-story 
brick building. Peter Stephen was employed as 
janitor and served the school for seven years. He 
was followed by Frank Scholl. Peter Cope, and 
William Schafer, each working one school term. 
Beginning in 1928. John Thiel served the school 
until his last illness in 1951. 

In 1924. the school board discussed the matter 
of taking in Elliot School, as proposed by Supt. 
Condon, and agreed to interview Elliot patrons. 
Three years later the matter again arose, and the 
board agreed to take Elliot pupils by transfer only, 
and only if the patrons indicated by petition to 
the trustee, Michael Seberger, that that was their 
wish. Finally in a special meeting with Mr. Con¬ 
don in 1928. the board agreed to the transfer. The 
board bought the furniture from Elliot School and 
hired a second teacher to take care of the 38 addi¬ 
tional pupils. This event marked the closing of 
the last one-room district school in St. John Town¬ 
ship. 

Mrs. Theresa Audo taught with Miss Haag at 
Schererville until 1933, when, because of board 
policy against hiring married women teachers, 
Miss Irma Tabor was hired to take her place Ka¬ 
thryn Slocomb replaced Miss Tabor, and Eliza¬ 
beth Lawler was hired in 1938 to fill the vacancy 
caused by Miss Haag’s death. 

In April 1938 the school board met in special 
session with Albert Turner, architect, and Edwin 
F. Knight, school attorney, to make plans for 
building a new school. Soon thereafter, bonds 
were sold and bids received, and construction be¬ 
gan in 1939. 


In the meantime, the board found it necessary 
to rent a room from St. Michael’s School to take 
care of the overcrowding. Loretta Cullen was 
hired to teach grades 1-3 in the rented room. Lu¬ 
cille Davis taught grades 4-6 and Miss Lawler, 
grades 7-8. 

In October 1938, Lester Bowen was appointed 
to the board to replace Mr. Reiplinger, who re¬ 
signed after 20 years of faithful service. The fol¬ 
lowing year, Alfred Peifer replaced Nicholas Scha¬ 
fer, who had been a valuable servant to Scherer¬ 
ville Schools for 24 years. George Hershman be¬ 
came the school’s attorney. 

Though quite definite steps toward starting a 
school were taken that evening in 1938, the school 
was not ready for use until the term of 1941-42. The 
school was being built by Work Progress Adminis¬ 
tration, and, because WPA had no bricklayers a- 
vailable to the job, there was a long delay while 
the architect was seeking permission to hire union 
bricklayers. Securing approval of an additional 
$5,000 bond issue to cover the added cost of union 
labor further delayed the completion of the school. 

In the fall of 1941, one room of the new build¬ 
ing was furnished and was used by Miss Lawler 
and her 7-8 grade class. The whole building was 
ready for use the second semester. 

Since the new four-room building had an un¬ 
used room, Trustee Michael Rolling and Supt. 
Grayson asked to rent it to relieve the crowded 
condition in St. John Township. The board refused 
to rent it but agreed to accept the students as 
transfers. 

The old school was appraised, and on May 16, 
1942, it was sold to Elmer Jack for $207.50. And so 
ends the era of education of Schererville children 
in the early township buildings. 

1941-1966 

The new building, finished in 1941, contained 
four classrooms, two rest rooms, a principal’s 
office, library, corridor, and boiler room. Impres¬ 
sive as it was, the building alone did not account 


for the rapid change from the small-school era, 
which was appearing about that time all over 
Lake County. True, the new building was a morale 
builder and gave all concerned a hopeful, for¬ 
ward look, but much more was involved. Enroll¬ 
ments increased from approximately 100 in 1940 
to 486 in 1956. New school laws appearing in the 
fo ties upgraded teacher education and made 
teaching more attractive as a career profession. 
New equipment, new techniques, and the concomi¬ 
tant rapid changes occurring in all phases of living 
help to explain the startling changes of the last 
twenty-five years. 

During the years immediately following the 
opening of the new school, much attention was 
given to supplying adequate equipment. Joe Ho¬ 
man and John Rolling built units of shelving to 
extend the length of the library on both sides, and 
the library, started by Zippie Davis and continued 
by Miss Haag, finally had a home. Books, refer¬ 
ence sets, maps, and charts were added. 

The schoolyard was leveled and sown with 
grass, playground equipment was purchased, and 
parking areas were blacktopped. Fluorescent 
lights were installed a room at a time, until fin¬ 
ally all four rooms were equipped. 

The children collected newspapers throughout 
the town to accumulate funds to buy a movie pro¬ 
jector. The school board, PTA, and Lions Club, 
appreciating the efforts of the children, each con¬ 
tributed toward the project to complete the a- 
mount needed. The films shown were black and 
white and certainly not the attractive films seen 
by children today, but the enthusiasm of the pu¬ 
pils on film day made the tedium of setting up 100 
or more chairs in the corridor worth the effort. 

The attractive, well-equipped building was 
greatly appreciated by both teachers and pupils. 
It is to the credit of pupils, parents and teachers 
that the school remained free from any wilful 
damage; it did, that is, with a couple of excep¬ 
tions. 
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It was a moment of great consternation when 
one night the board showed the teachers numerous 
mkspots on the ceilings of all but the first and sec¬ 
ond grade room. Teachers stood shamefacedly as 
Mr. Peifer demonstrated how ink could be thrown 
to the ceiling with the flip of a fountain pen in the 
hands of unruly boys. Teachers were warned and 
forgiven, and the spots were removed by the cus¬ 
todian. A few weeks later the spots again ap¬ 
peared. Teachers were mystified, and the board 
again admonished them to be more watchful. But 
even as they spoke, Sherlock Peifer, pointing to an 
open inkwell in the corner of a desk, shrieked, 
“Elementary, Dr. Watson!” Flies, gloriously 
drunk, were crawling from the inkwells on each 
desk and flying to the ceiling to spend the night. 

By the fall of 1948, the school was filled to 
capacity and enrollments continued to increase. 
To alleviate the crowded condition, and to provide 
a community meeting place ajid facilities for ath¬ 
letic activities, plans were made to add a gymna¬ 
sium area to the north side of the building. 

On November 29, 1948, a special meeting was 
called by the school board. Present, in addition to 
the school board, were Martin Teibel, Simeon Car- 
ahoff, and A1 Schreiber, all town board members; 
and Joe Zimmer, clerk-treasurer. Albert Turner, 
architect, gave an estimate of $48,000-$50,000 for 
the new gym annex. The town board agreed to 
issue bonds up to $16,000 to help finance the pro¬ 
ject, and Mr. Turner was instructed to proceed 
with the blueprints. 

In the meantime, large enrollments in the first 
and second grades made it necessary to separate 

I them. As a result, the library shelves were moved 

into the hall and a teacher hired to set up a second 
grade class in the cramped quarters of the li¬ 
brary. 

By 1950. the Gerometto Construction Company 
had completed the addition, which included, be¬ 
sides the gymnasium, a large meeting room, kit¬ 
chen, rest rooms, lobby, ticket office, and cloak 
room. Almost from their completion, the kitchen 
and meeting room were used as classrooms, and 
for awhile classes were held in the gym. 

The gym became a center for activities and 
meetings for the Schererville community. Diffi¬ 
culty in scheduling the numerous requests made 
it necessary for the board to adopt a policy. Public 
School activities were to be given first considera¬ 
tion and St. Michael’s School second. After that, 
others would be considered as they could be sched¬ 
uled. Saturday recreation, with paid supervision, 
has been provided for the winter months most of 
the years since the gym was erected. The pro¬ 
gram has been open to both public and parochial 
schools and to the high school boys. 

Various groups have shown appreciation for 
the gym facility by donating for equipment for it. 
The PTA furnished a stove and sink for an impro¬ 
vised kitchen in the cloakroom off the lobby, and 
a public address system for the gym. The Scher¬ 
erville for Youth club, through their weekly Satur¬ 
day sock hops, collected more than $600. which 
they presented to the school for bleachers. Money 
collected by school children through the sales of 


seeds, Christmas cards, and magazines, together 
with receipts from school candy sales and money 
collected tor advertising in the school paper, paid 
for the scoreboard and many other pieces of val¬ 
uable equipment. 

All through the years, each year the PTA has 
added books, fdm strips, or other equipment spe¬ 
cified by the administration and faculty. Co-oper¬ 
ation from the Lions Club and numerous individ¬ 
uals, along with the willingness of the school board 
to provide what was needed, has made this a well- 
equpped school. 

in 1954. a contract was given Elmer Lottes to 
build an addition at each end of the original struc¬ 
ture. This addition provided two large classrooms 
and an extension to the library and the office. Add¬ 
ed also were boys’ and girls’ shower rooms in the 
gym area. 

Though every available spot was being used 
for classrooms, by 1957 more space was needed. 
Again, Albert Turner, who has been the architect 
for all the building done by the School Town of 
Schererville, drew the plans, and Henderlong 
Lumber Company was given the contract to build 
an addition east and south from the gym area. 
This addition included two classrooms, two rest 
rooms, nurse’s room, teachers’ lounge, book-stor¬ 
age room, men’s lounge, and a stage with a dress¬ 
ing room under it on the east end of the gym. 

From the first use of the addition, the book 
room was used as a classroom, the men’s lounge 
as a combined teachers’ workroom and nurse’s 
room, and the room under the stage became the 
boys’ shop. This being the year that a superinten¬ 
dent was added to the staff, the nurse’s room was 
needed for an office. 

In 1955, the PTA mothers took the responsi¬ 
bility for setting up a book rental system. They 
kept it in operation for three years. Since that 
time, book rental has been under the supervision 
of the school board and school administrators. 

In 1960, the school board adopted a resolution 
that the Schererville School be named Homan 
School for its oldest member. A dinner was given 
for Mr. Homan in recognition of 40 years of un¬ 
tiring service to the school. 

In 1958, the board asked the State Department 
of Public Education for an inspection to determine 
the school’s classification. On May 16, 1958, the 
school was issued a certificate of First Class Com¬ 
mission, one of a very few in the state at that time. 

In issuing the certificate, the state considered 
that plans were already made to build a Home 
Ec.-Shop annex and stated that the present defi¬ 
ciency in that area was outweighed by teacher 
training and excellency of instruction, a well- 
equipped library, the year book and school paper, 
the gymnasium program, the music and art de¬ 
partments, excellent equipment, and special teach¬ 
ers. 

In 1959, William Lottes was given a contract to 
build an addition north of the gym, which was in¬ 
tended for a Home Ec-Shop area. The home eco¬ 
nomics room, wh’le well equipped for sewing and 
cooking, was also supplied with a Wurlitzer piano, 
a record player and records, and other needs for 









a music room. The shop area, by use of partitions, 
was adapted for use as a kindergarten, a general 
classroom, and a shop. 

Hartley Inc., laid 1,000 square feet of asphaltic 
concrete to the north and east of the addition. A 
new boiler room, built in 1960, completes the struc¬ 
ture known as Homan School. 

As early as 1959. in anticipation of future 
needs, the board purchased 20 acres of land for a 
school site on Cline Avenue. In 1961, Van Keppel 
Construction Company completed a school on this 
site. Included in the building are six classrooms 
for grades 1-3. library, office area, teachers’ room, 
boiler room, rest rooms, corridor, and receiving 
room. 

As at Homan School, much of the equipment 
for Peifer School was furnished by the board, but, 
again, credit is due the PTA, who furnished books, 
outdoor fountains, audiovisual equipment, and film 
strips; the Women’s Club, who planted trees; and 
numerous individuals who expressed their concern 
and good wishes with gifts. 

In September, 1961, the schoolboard adopted 
a resolution that “inasmuch as Mr. Peifer has 
lived in Schererville all his life, has served as 
treasurer of the board for 20 years and now as 
president, is a member of the Fire Department, is 
one of the founders of Little League, and has as¬ 
sisted in many civic enterprises, in recognition of 
valuable services, the school on Cline Avenue 
shall be named the Alfred M. Peifer School.” 

In 1960. Peifer School was inspected and given 
a certificate of First Class Commission. At the 
same time the first class commission for Homan 
School was renewed with the kindergarten in¬ 
cluded in the classification. 

In 1965. Francis Bieker received the contract 
to build an addition to Peifer School. This addition 
will include 9 class-rooms, rest rooms, and a fin¬ 
ished excavation underneath for future needs. The 
addition will be available for use in 1966. 

The Schererville Public Schools, though not 
the first to try every new idea in education, has 
made a realistic effort to upgrade its curriculum. 
Evidence of this has been a small-scale trial of 
Educational TV, use of SRA Reading Labs, full¬ 
time art and music teachers, introduction of 
French and modern math, provision of a speech 
therapist and special reading teacher, up-to-date 
equipment, and a consistent effort to keep class 
loads down to a point where special needs can be 
met. A library with approximately 3500 books 
with Dewey Decimal classification and card index 
is the result of persistent effort on the part of the 
board. PTA. faculty, and pupils. 

From the beginning, public high school edu¬ 
cation for Schererville youth has been provided 
by transfer. Since 1929, transportation has been 
provided regularly to the St. John Township High 
School at Dyer. Pupils who have chosen to enroll 
at Hammond or Griffith have been responsible for 
their own transportation. In case tuition is greater 
at such alternate schools, it is board policy that 
the parents pay the part that is more than that 
charged by the township. 


PERSONNEL 1941-1966 
SCHOOL BOARD 

The dedicated service of the members of the 
school board through the years has had much to 
do with the rapid progress of the Schererville 
Schools The long tenure of some of the members 
prdvided the continuity which has resulted in ef¬ 
fective planning. 

When school opened in Homan School in 1941, 
Joseph A. Homan was president of the school 
board. Lester Brown, secretary, and Alfred Pei¬ 
fer, treasurer. Mr. Homan remained a valuable 
member of the board until his death in 1960. Mr. 
Peifer, who has continued on the board to the pre¬ 
sent, has the distinction of having had a part in the 
entire building program of Schererville Schools, 
beginning with the first unit of Homan School. 

In 1945. Elmer Jack replaced Lester Bowen 
as secretary of the board. The follownig year Mr. 
Jack resigned and Melvin Leach was appointed to 
replace him. Mr. Leach served until 1953. when 
he moved from Schererville. Dr. Robert A. Grove 
replaced Mr. Leach, and in 1960. Robert A. Gentz 
was appointed to take Mr. Homan’s place. Mr. 
Peifer, Pres., Mr. Gentz, Treas., and Dr. Grove, 
Sec., make up the present school board. 

ADMINISTRATION AND TEACHERS 

From 1941 to 1966, more than forty teachers 
have had a part in the progress of Schererville 
Schools. Each has contributed in his own way to 
the total accomplishment; how much, only the per¬ 
spective which time provides can decide. 

Elizabeth Lawler was the first teacher-princi¬ 
pal of the new school. Louise Allen, Blanch Brum¬ 
baugh, and Gladys Protsman were the other teach¬ 
ers. 

Only Miss Brumbaugh remained the following 
year, and Julia Henry, Alice Esping, and Edna 
Lambert were new teachers. Miss Henry remain¬ 
ed as teacher until she moved to Arizona in 1956. 
In 1949, she married, and most people of the com¬ 
munity remember her as Mrs. Warren. 

In 1943. the board voted to employ married 
women teachers until single teachers were again 
available. Mrs. Protsman was again employed, 
and she remained with the school until her retire¬ 
ment in 1965. Edith Inger replaced Alice Esping. 
The following year Richard Butler and Edna 
Rohm joined the staff, but each remained only 
one year. 

In 1946. James W. Watson was hired as prin¬ 
cipal and his wife, Pauline, as third grade teach¬ 
er. They have remained as valued members of 
the staff to the present. Mr. Watson progressed 
from a teacher-principal, teaching grades 7-8 and 
even coaching basketball teams, to an almost full¬ 
time principal, teaching only two arithmetic class¬ 
es. In 1957, Schererville School Town discontinued 
its affiliation with the office of the county superin¬ 
tendent. and Mr. Watson was made superintendent 
of Schererville Schools, a position which he has 
handled ably to the present. 

In 1950. when the first and second grades were 
divided. Ruth Ulm taught a second grade class in 
the library. She remained until 1958. In 1952, Pe- 




ter Keckich was hired for teaching and coaching 
after school athletics. Five years later, when Mr. 
Watson was made superintendent, Mr. Keckich 
became the capable principal who is still serving 
Schererville Scnools. 

In 1954, increased enrollments meant further 
division of classes. Lucille Marks was hired to 
teach a split class in the primary grades, and 
James McFadden and Chester Maihoffer were 
employed to teach in the 5-8 departmental system. 
All three are now doing departmental teaching in 
Schererville. 

In 1955, Mr. Gilbert became the first full-time 
music teacher. He taught vocal music, organized 
a band, and had a home room. 

When Harriet Krahn replaced Mr. Gilbert the 
next year, she continued with the band and vocal 
music. Mrs. Warren resigned that year and was 
succeeded by Mrs. Redpath, t then Phyllis Logan, 
each of whom taught one year. 

In 1958, Martha Mitchell, who remained one 
year, and Gareta Lentz, who taught four years, 
were hired as second grade teachers. Others who 
joined the staff that year were Patricia Hooper 
and Cornelius Vanderkolk. Both are still teaching 
in Schererville. Mary Brace has been teaching 
second grade since 1959. 

Marinelle Farlow and David Andrews were / 
employed in 1960. Mrs. Farlow resigned in 1964/ 
but Mr. Andrews remains with the school. Also, 
in 1960, Lois Lottes and Mary Barnes combined 
to teach the two sections of the school’s first kin¬ 
dergarten. Each taught one section for two years. 

Kathryn Poi, third grade teacher, and Marvin 
Manning, the first art teacher, came to Scherer¬ 
ville in 1961 In the spring of 1962 Harriet Krahn, 
music teacher since 1956, became Mrs. Marvin 
Manning. Also in 1962, Judy Stierwalt was hired 
for kindergarten and Frances Dodd for home 
economics. Norman Smith became a second mu¬ 
sic teacher and is now in charge of band and Glee 
Club. Martha Todd was employed to teach second 
grade that year, and she with Mrs. Watson, Miss 
Poi, Mrs. Brace, Mrs. Hooper, and Mrs. Farlow 
formed the first staff for Peifer School. 

In 1963. Ann Korellic became the school’s first 
French teacher. In 1965, Edward Fritz was hired 
to teach fourth grade in Homan School and Sally 
Sanders was the new first grade teacher in Peifer 
School. 

All the teachers listed since 1961 are still ser¬ 
ving in Schererville Schools. 

In 1964, Shirley Beckwith replaced Goldie Ba- 
jusz as part-time speech therapist. In 1965, Fran¬ 
ces Grandys was employed to teach special read¬ 
ing. 

In I960, Leona Feigle became the first office 
secretary for Schererville School. From that time 
to the present, she has given faithful and expert 
service to the school board, the superintendent, 
and the whole staff of teachers in Schererville 
Schools. 

JANITORS 

Whether we prefer to call them janitors, cus¬ 
todians, or maintenance engineers, we want to pay 


tribute to that group of people who have the some¬ 
times thankless task of maintaining the cleanli¬ 
ness and repair of the buildings, not to mention the 
problem of finding a temperature that will satisfy 
the whims of the various teachers and pupils. 

Mr, John Thiel, after caring for the old two- 
story building for 13 years, became the janitor of 
the new school. He continued to care for that 
building until his last illness in 1951. Many pupils 
and teachers remember Mr. Thiel with much af¬ 
fection. Almost daily, when he came for his work 
after school, he greeted the teachers with the re¬ 
mark “Another day, another dollar”, or, “Only - 
more days till school is out.” These were not ex¬ 
pressions of boredom, but his genial way of telling 
the wo'ld he liked his job. 

Mrs. Florence Hilbrich, who was employed as 
janitress in 1951, managed to take care of the ex¬ 
panding building alone until 1958, when the added 
space became too much for one person. From 
1958 to 1962, she was assisted at various times by 
Bettv Wood and Ann and John Rolling. Since 1962, 
Mr. Bill Wilier has contracted to take care of one 
section of the school. 

John and Ann Rolling were the first to take 
care of Peifer School. Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel 
Cantu are the present janitors. 

BUS DRIVERS 

Not the least important to the smooth running 
of the school and the peace-of-mind of the patrons 
is the bus driver, who carries the children safely 
ove r crowded highways, railroad tracks, and icy 
roads. Schererville has been fortunate in having 
a long history of accident-free bus service. 

In April 1, 1931. John Rolling became the bus 
driver for Schererville and continued until 1963, 
when he retired with a record of 32 continuous 
years with no serious accident. He was on the job 
every day, and parents felt little concern for the 
safety of their children when John was at the 
wheel. 

Mr. Rolling was the sole bus driver until 1958, 
when the board arranged with Trustee Don Mori- 
a r ity for part-time help from Joseph Hoffman, 
Tony Grau, and Joe Stephen. In 1959, John and 
Joe Stephen, with their 72-passenger buses, were 
able to handle the job alone. After 1961, Ed Peifer, 
Joe Stephen, and John Rolling were the drivers 
until 1963, when Leo Sargent was hired to replace 
Mr. Rolling. 

The story of Schererville Schools is a success 
story. Unl'ke other success stories, it has no one 
hero and no one lifetime in its span. Almost 500 
people who have had a part have been named. Re¬ 
gretfully we acknowledge that, because of human 
error or lack of information, others equally im¬ 
portant have been omitted. Unnamed, also, are a 
vast number of the citizens of Schererville, who, 
through the years, not only have footed the bill, 
but also have shown interest and support in other 
ways. 

Our hope for the future is the privilege to con¬ 
tinue to progress as we have since that small de¬ 
termined beginning on April 20, 1853. 






BEST WISHES... 
SCHERERVILLE 





ON YOUR 


100th BIRTHDAY 

SCHERERVILLE 
PUBLIC SCHOOL P.T.A. 




Parent 


Teacher 

Association 


The Schererville Parent Teacher Association 
was organized on September 21, 1937, with 33 char¬ 
ter members. At this organizational meeting Mr. 
L. E. Cook served as temporary president and was 
elected permanent president. Mrs. Mertie Lindzy 
was elected vice-president and Mr. Harry D. Ross 
secretary-treasurer. County Superintendent of 
Schools Grayson was the speaker. The regular 
meetings were set on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month and have continued so until today. Present 
at the first meeting were Miss Kathryn Slocomb, 
Mrs. Stephen Teibel, Mrs. Martin Teibel, Mrs. 
Kooistra, Mr and Mrs. L. E. Cook, J. M. Reiplin- 
ger, S. F. Corts, John A. Scheidt, M. A. Kuhn, J. 
W. Risch, Miss Elizabeth Lawler, Mrs. Fred Kolb, 
Thomas Ward, Mrs. Lindzy, Mrs. Brown, Mr. and 
Mrs. Simeon Carahoff, Mr. Grayson and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ross. The facuty at that time was Miss Eli¬ 
zabeth Lawler and Miss Kathryn Slocomb. 

Since its organization, eight women and eigh¬ 
teen men have served as presidents of the P.T.A. 
The many men in P.T.A. leadership have made the 
local group a distinctive P.T.A. organization. The 
following is a list of presidents of the Schererville 
P.T.A.: 


Peifer School on Cline Avenue 
New addition will house complete lower grades. 



Mr. L. E. Cook . 1937-38 

Mr. S. T. Carahoff. 1938-39 

Mrs. S. T. Carahoff. 1939-40 

Mr. Elmer Jack. 1940-41 

Mrs. Joseph Betz ...: . 1941-42 

Mrs. Harry Ross . 1942-43 

Mrs. S. T. Carahoff . 1943-44 

Mrs. Clarence Miller. 1944-45 

Mr. Robert Haley . 1945-46 

Mr. Alan Miller. 1946-48 

Mrs. Robert Duncun . 1948-49 

Mr. Raymond Maas . 1949-50 

Mr. John Norris . 1950-52 

Mr. Norman Seaman. 1952-53 

Mrs. Robert Crider. 1953-54 

Mrs. Sidney Strasburg . 1954-55 

Mrs. William Osborn. 1955-56 

Mr. Leslie Armstrong . 1956-57 

Mr. Sam Vance . 1957-58 

Mr. Richard Rayford. 1958-59 

Mr. William Graham. 1959-60 

Mr. Walter Genyk . 1960-61 

Mr. Gene Wall . 1961-62 

Mr. Dale Ferestad . 1962-63 

Mr. Larry Anderson . 1963-65 

Mr. Bud Phillips . 1965-66 


The P.T.A. has undertaken a project for the 
school each year, beginning with the purchase of 
books for the school library in 1938. The first ma¬ 
jor money-raising project was a minstrel show. 
In the 1940’s these projects consisted of square 
dances, card parties, motion pictures and raffles. 
During the 1950’s festivals and carnivals became 
popular fund-raisers. 1960-63 saw a three year 
cycle of P.T.A. plays: P.T.A. Follies, Underwater 
Fireworks and Two Way Street. 

With funds raised by these projects the P.T.A 
has generously donated a great portion to the 
Schererville Schools in the form of books, pictures, 
film strips, records, a movie projector, a couch 
and blanket for the first aid room, bicycle racks, 
a sink, a stove, and silverware for the P.T.A. 
room, fire extinguishers, a radio, and a drinking 
fountain for the playground of Peifer School. Other 
funds have provided the children with an annual 
Halloween Party since 1941 and helped sponsor 
Girl Scouts since 1943 and the Cub Scouts from 
1952. 

The P.T.A. News, Vol., No. 1 appeared in 
January of 1963. This lively monthly newsletter, 
written and published by Mr. and Mrs. Bud Phil¬ 
lips, has added a new dimension to the Scherer¬ 
ville P.T.A. 

On May 21, 1964 the Schererville P.T.A. hon¬ 
ored Mrs. Gladys Protsman, the first teacher to 
retire from the Schererville Schools, with a “This 
is Your Life” program. Hundreds of Mrs. Prots- 
man’s friends and former students attended this 
heart warming event. As a token of its appreci¬ 
ation, Mrs. Protsman was presented a state life 
membership in the Parent Teacher Association 
by the Schererville P.T.A. 

In conclusion, the Schererville Parent Teacher 
Association has grown from its original thirty- 
three members in 1937 to three hundred and six 
in 1966. 































Early Settlers Bring 
Saint Michael 
The Archangel 
To Schererville 


A priceless heritage that the Catholic Scherer¬ 
ville pioneers brought from their German home¬ 
lands was their deep religious faith Lacking a 
church building of their own. the early settlers of 
this region were forced to travel to Saint John. 
Turkey Creek, Crown Point, or Dyer to attend re¬ 
ligious services. Bad roads, inclement weather, 
and primitive means of transportation made their 
lot all the more difficult 

Thus, in 1873. the residents presented a peti¬ 
tion. written by Mrs Nicolaus Francisca) Scher¬ 
er, to Bishop Dwenger of Fort Wayne ft asked for 
the establishment off a parish in Schererville The 
bishop was first somewhat reluctant to do so, until 
the settlers continually stressed how difficult it 
was for their children to receive adequate religi¬ 
ous instructions After the prelate gave his epis¬ 
copal consent, a building committee composed of 
Nicolaus Scherer. Bernard and Henry Schulte. Jo¬ 
seph Newmann. John Austgen. Jr . Nicolaus 
Schutz. Matthias Miller, and John Seberger super¬ 
vised the collection of funds and the erection of the 
church. Donations were solicited as far away as 
Chicago. The town s founder. Nicolaus Scherer, 
who had emmigratsed from Scheuren, Rhine Pro¬ 
vince about 1846. donated 4Mi acres for church and 
cemetery purposes Soon a white frame church*, 
45 x 95 feet topped by a 100 foot spire, stood on 
the site. The structure, dedicated to-Saint Michael 
the Archangel, was solemnly blessed by Bishop 
Dwenger on September 29. 1874*. Total cost was 
approximately $5,000 

Fr Meissner of Crown Point had served* as 
advisor to the Church building committee. Both 
he and 1 Fr Baumgartner of Turkey Creek helped 
the parish- in its infancy. The latter administered 
the first baptism recorded in- the parish archives, 
that of Nicolaus Schutz. son of Mlathias and Mlary 
I Helfen i Schutz. on October EH 1874*; he also- of¬ 
ficiated' at the first funeral, that of Nieollaue Kobe,, 
on November 9*. 18741. The first wedding, uniting 
Adam Schubert and Catharine* Stephan, on Janu¬ 
ary 7 , 1875, was witnessed’ tty Kiev Gottfried! 
Kueng. According to parish recordfe. Fr. Kueng 
the first pastor, administered! Baptism in Scherer¬ 
ville ih the middle part of November; 1874-. 


Having built the church, the eighty family 
parish embarked upon a new project in 1875 Al¬ 
though “building material was high and the time 
bad,” a rectory, costing 31,800, was erected near 
the southeast corner oi the church. In October, 
1876, after serving the parish for nearly two years, 
Fr. Kueng resigned and returned to his native 
Tyrol, Austria. Although a pious and learned 
man, he found the financial administration of the 
debt-laden new parish too heavy a burden. 

The parish was without a regular pastor until 
February, 1877, when Rev. John H. Bathe, a new¬ 
ly-ordained priest, received the appointment. He 
remained only five months. During his short stay, 
he impressed all both by h's zeal in instructing the 
children, and by his efforts to reduce the parish 
debts. His successor was Rev. Francis Xavier 
Deimel. who was transferred from Saint Martin’s 
Parish, Hanover Center. Fr. Deimel reduced the 
debt, purchased the two bells still being used by 
the congregation, and sponsored the first Parish 
Mission. Hampered by bad health, he entered the 
Alexian Hospital, St. Louis, in 1879. When he real¬ 
ized that his illness was terminal, he submitted 
his resignation to the bishop in 1881. He died No¬ 
vember 11, 1881. His successor was appointed by 
bishop Dwenger on May 28, 1881, and was told to 
assume office Thursday, June 9, 1881. Like Fr. 
Deimel, the new pastor was transferred from Han¬ 
over Center; unlike Fr. Deimel, his pastorate was 
to extend some 48 years. Indeed, he was destined 
to become one of the most remarkable and per¬ 
haps the best loved figure in Schererville’s his¬ 
tory. The new pastor was Rev. William Berg. 

The New Pastor 

Fr. Berg preached his first sermon to his new 
congregation on Trinity Sunday. He himself later 
remarked that his commentary on the words of the 
Gospel. “I am with you all days to the end of the 



world” seemed to be almost prophet c for his own 
stay. At the time of his arrival, the transferred 
priest found a village of about JO houses, and a 
farm parish of about 80 families. The congrega¬ 
tion was burdened with a debt of $2,350, and its 
notes called for a usurous 10% interest. After a 
short pe .od of reserve and “watchful waiting,” 
Fr. Berg called a parish meeting to devise ways 
of reducing the crushing debt. He told the assem¬ 
bly that he was in no way interested in the dis- 
sentions and disagreements of the past, but was 
looking forward to the future. Therefore, he would 
visit each home, gather advice, and take up a col¬ 
lection. His personal efforts netted over $1,600, a 
huge sum in those days. The small remaining debt 
was completely cancelled in 1889. 

The parish prospered under its new pastor. 
His firm leadership, coupled with his friendly, out¬ 
going nature, endeared him to all. Under his di¬ 
rection, many improvements were made in the 
Church. In 1886 , a new black and white altar, 
made of walnut and some 23 feet tall, was erec¬ 
ted. It was a gift of Nicholas Maas. Three years 
later, various benefactors donated 10 new church 
windows. In 1893, the church was replastered and 
decorated, and a basement was dug to install a 
new hot air heating system. The latter-replaced 
the unsightly stoves in the church, and was guar¬ 
anteed to keep the edifice at 60 degrees even in 
the “greatest cold.” Four years later, the parish 
obtained an organ that was formerly used at the 
old Alexian Hospital in Chicago. 

Parish societies also prospered. The first es¬ 
tablished was the Altar Society. Its president for 
over 25 years was Mrs. Francisca Scherer. The 
men of the parish were served by the St. Michael’s 
Men’s Society and the St. Matthias Court of Cath¬ 
olic Order of Foresters. The latter was begun in 
1889, and embraced some fifty members. Its meet¬ 
ing each third Wednesday of the month also served 
as a monthly social event. The young Women’s 
Sodality was organized in 1896. The Apostleship of 
Prayer was canonically erected in 1888, with some 
150 members. 

Intermingled with the accomplishments of the 
country parish were the inevitable disappoint¬ 
ments and tragedies. Life was not easy. Children 
were often stricken by fatal diseases, especially 
diphtheria and the flu. The parish records give 
silent, yet eloquent testimony to the heartbreak of 
many parents who lost two, three, and even four 
children during epidemics. Of the 165 recorded 
deaths in the parish between 1874 and 1890, 85 were 
children under twelve. Most of the dead, both 
children and adults, found their final rest in the 
parish cemetery, within the shadow of the 
church’s tower. Fr. Berg, aided by his parishion¬ 
ers, had landscaped both it and the surrounding 
church grounds, planting shade trees and bushes, 
erecting shrines, coaxing forth flowers from the 
sandy soil. On September 27, 1895, Bishop Rade- 
macher formally blessed the cemetery. Four years 
later, after the completion of a mission by two 
Franciscan Fathers, a mission cross was erected 
in the middle of “God’s Acre,” as the faithful call¬ 
ed the burial grounds. 
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The cemetery also played an indirect part in 
the single most tragic event in the parish history. 
Fr. Berg, on entering the church for morning 
Mass on September 27, 1893, found that the Ci- 
borium with the Sacred Hoats had been stolen 
Closer examination revealed that the altar cross 
and missal were also missing. Thoroughly alarm¬ 
ed, he and others continued the investigation. They 
found that vandals had also smashed and destroy¬ 
ed over a thousand dollars of tombstones. The 
remnants of the ciborium, missal, and cross were 
finally found near a fresh fire on the sand hill west 
of the cemetery. The fire had been diabolically 
kindled with the wooden crosses marking the 
graves of innocent children. For many years, the 
parish observed the memory of this sad occasion 
with a day of penance. 

Parish School Established 

One of the greatest desires of Fr Berg was to 
establish a parish school. While at Hanover Cen¬ 
ter, he had successfully founded the second paro¬ 
chial school in Lake County; only that at Crown 
Point pre-dated it Yet, conditions were somewhat 
different in Schererville. Many of the children 
attended the local village school; others, living on 
outlying farms up to four miles from the church, 
went to schools closer to their homes. The village 
schoolmaster was always a Catholic, and by virtue 
of his office, was expected to play a prominent 
part in church activities. 

In 1886. Fr. Berg obtained two Franciscan Sis¬ 
ters of the Sacred Heart from Joliet to teach in the 
village “kleine Schule,” or lower grades. The first 
nuns were Sisters Elizabeth and Josephine Sr. 
Stanislaus was the first housekeeper, and Sr. Ber- 
nardine came later, too, to serve the community 
with home nursing. When the original group of 
two nuns came, they were lodged in two upstairs 
rooms rented from Nicolaus Scherer. In 1881. the 
parish purchased a lot near the church, and con¬ 
verted a 16 x 20 foot barn into the first Sisters 
House. The lot cost $75. and the house. $386 In 


time two more rooms were added to the house, 
which was used as a convent until the new resi¬ 
dence was built next to it in 1914. The structure 
was then sold to Michael Steuer. The building, re¬ 
modeled several t»mes, stands at 19 E. Wilhelm 
Street. 

Until 1891, the pastor freely gave religious in¬ 
structions in the village school. However, when 
this practice was no longer allowed, it became im¬ 
perative to obtain some sort of building on the par¬ 
ish grounds for educational purposes. To satisfy 
the need, in 1893 the parish purchased for $75 a 
20 x 24 foot section ot the old public school, and 
moved it north of the cemetery. The cost of the 
completed structure, including moving and the 
foundation, was $186. The village school children 
then came up from the public school after lunch 
hour for religious instruction, and then returned to 
the public school. Those attending the outlying 
schools also had instructions, though less frequent. 
All were expected to attend, if at all possible, the 
Sunday afternoon catechism sessions in the 
church Parents were also invited to be present 
at the latter. 

On the last Sunday of June, 1900, the pastor 
announced to his congregation that the time had 
come for a parochial school. In spite of the hard 
times, the house collection to finance an addition 
to the white frame school building proved success¬ 
ful. The addition, costing $1,200 afforded the par¬ 
ish two adequate rooms. The new school year 
opened September 16, 1900, a day after the bless¬ 
ing of the building. The first teacher was Sr. Ro¬ 
salia. She had 42 older pupils, occupying one 
classroom. The younger students remained in the 
public schools. Sr. Rosalia died in 1901, and was 
succeeded by Sr. Germana (Germaine), who 
greeted the 55 pupils in September, 1901. In 1902, 
the second room was opened for the younger child¬ 
ren. With an ever-increasing enrollment, two addi¬ 
tional classrooms were added in 1908 This was 
made possible by the erection of an L-shaped addi¬ 
tion, extending north from the existing school 
building. 

The great oak that still stands in the school 
ground provided a focal point for many of the re¬ 
cess games. Most classes were conducted in Eng¬ 
lish Naturally, German was also taught, reflect¬ 
ing the heritage of the pioneers. In fact, many of 
the pupils spoke English at school, and German in 
their homes. Gradually, German diminished in 
the classroom. World War I provided its death 
blow. About this same time, Fr. Berg gradually 
introduced English sermons into Church services. 
He was motivated both by the desire to be of ser¬ 
vice to several non-German speaking parishioners, 
and by the sincere wish to adapt thoroughly to 
the customs of his beloved adopted country. 

Into The Twentieth Century 

The parish of St. Michael celebrated the Silver 
Sacerdotal Jubilee of Fr. Berg on May 25, 1902. 
The jubilarian, born in the Trier district of Ger- 
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many, had grown up during the Kulturkampf per¬ 
iod or Cnurcn-Maie dili.cuities. He was oraamed 
in 18(7 by the only non-impnsoned bishop in all 
Prussia, and had to ceieoiaie his First Mass be¬ 
hind closed doois, Without relatives, friends, or 
even his parents piesent. One month alter his or¬ 
dination, he emoarked at Rotterdam for America, 
where he was leceived into the Fort Wayne Dio¬ 
cese. His first four years were spent at Hanover 
Center; the remainder of his pnestly days were 
devoted to his flock at Schererville. 

The parishioners were determined that the 
jubilee would not pass by unnoticed. Thus, the 
entire congregation joined'their pastor in the pray¬ 
erful thanksgiving celebration. A special jubilee 
booklet. Geschichte der St. Michael's Gemeinde, 
authored by Rev. Balthasar Biegel, a former pupil 
of the jubilarian at Hanover Center, was published 
to commemorate the occasion. Among other 
things, the writer noted that the parish school was 
Fr. Berg’s “pride and joy, and he never feels more 
happy than when he can be with his children.” 

Playing a prominent part in the celebration 
were the parish councilmen or trustees. They 
were Bernard Schulte, John Grimmer, Matthias 
Helfen, and Nicholas Scherer. Henry Schulte, the 
first trustee of the parish, was also able to extend 
his congratulations. Membe r s of the parish choir 
providing the festive music were Nicholas Scha- 
ler, John Reiplinger, Michael Steuer. Matthias 
Schutz, John Weis, Anna Schulte, Susanna Thiel, 
Elizabeth Steuer, Katharina Risch, Veronica Hag, 
Elizabeth Schafer, Katharine Kuhn, Veronica and 
Mathilde Austgen, Susanna Steuer, and Sophia 
Reiplinger. 

The following family names appeared on the 
parish roll: Adler, Austgen, Backe, Berwanger, 
Beiriger, Bicker, Braun, Bone, Cope, Doffin, Dub, 
Erb, Gerlach, Getzinger, Govert, Grimmer, Hart, 
Harkenrider, Heil, Helfen. Hag. Hilbrich, Homan. 
Jansen, Jung, Kerner, Rolling, Kuhn, Lustig, 
Lang, Laible, Lepper, Leinen. Mager, Margraf, 
Maas, Mang, Miller, Neuman, Neudorf, Osweiler, 
Peiper, Pinter, Reder, Reiplinger, Risch, Rohr- 
mann, Rietmann. Scherer, Schiesser, Schiessle, 
Schubert Schulte, Schi lling, Seberger, Scholl, 
Schaefer, Schmitt, Schuetz, Schweitzer, Schmal. 
Stephen, Steuer, Spitz, Theis, Thomas. Thiel, Trei- 
nen, Weis, Wein, Wehner, and Wurtz. 

One year after the Jubilee, Fr. Berg was ap¬ 
pointed dean of the Hammond district by Bishop 
Alerding. This honor brought with it the added 
responsibility of representing the bishop in this 
particular region of the Fort Wayne Diocese. 

The parish grew slowly. Almost all the mem¬ 
bers knew everyone else, and many were related. 
Sunday Mass and Vespers gave them an opportu¬ 
nity to visit with one another as well as to join in 
social worship of God. The normal means of 
church support was Pew Rent, a custom that was 
discontinued only in the fifties. Because of the 
practice, people faithfully occupied the same fam¬ 
ily seat each Sunday or feastday. Two annual 
highlights in the Church calendar were the Forty 
Hours devotion and the Corpus Christi outdoor 
procession. The former took place around the pat- 


ronal feast of the parish in September. The latter, 
held in May or June, wended its way to the out¬ 
door shrines which were approximately decorated 
by willing volunteers. Oftentimes, the fickle early 
summer weather played havoc with the best laid 
plans. A particularly beautiful shrine on the pro¬ 
perty, the Lourdes Grotto, was constructed a’ ound 
1904. 

Several building projects were undertaken by 
the parish immediately before the First World 
War. In 1912, the rectory was enlarged and re¬ 
modeled, at a cost of $3,000. Two years later, a 
new $6,000 convent was built. Finally, in 1916, as 
has been mentioned, the new brick school was 
erected. 

On June 22, 1913, the parish joined with Rev. 
Charles Scholl in celebrating his First Solemn 
Mass. He was the first and only native son of the 
parish to be ordained to the priesthood. Fr. Berg’s 
brother, John, had offered his First Mass at St. 
Michael’s in 1889. but he did so because of his re¬ 
lationship to the pastor. On May 26. 1918, Rev. 
Fred Seberger also celebrated his First Solemn 
Mass at the local parish. Although he himself was 
not a native, almost all his relatives were living in 
this region. The young priest briefly served in the 
diocese of Grand Island. Nebraska, before falling a 
victim to the flu, and died in December, 1918 

The Twenties 

Schererville like towns and villages through¬ 
out America, was glad to return to “normalcy” 
after the armistice of November 11, 1918. It had 
supported the war effort of the Allies during the 
World War. Many of its young men were called 
into service; a few, called upon to make the su¬ 
preme sacrifice, never returned. 

The school, now housed in its new building, 
prospered, and provided Fr. Berg with increased 
delight in his golden years. He established a two 
year commercial course in 1925, enabling many of 
the students to receive ten years of formal edu¬ 
cation. The course was abandoned in 1933. One 
of the highlights of the school’s extra-curricular 
events was the annual Thanksgiving parade. Led 
by two older pupils holding prize turkeys, the 
children marched up and down the streets of 
Schererville. Each carried a gift of food. The 
parade ended in front of the Sister’s convent and 
the rectory. Here the children serenaded their 
teachers and pastor, before presenting them with 
their Thanksgiving presents. The parade finally 
had to be abandoned, when inc r eased traffic made 
it unsafe. Such is the price of progress! 

The parish has always been blessed with self- 
sacrificing men who helped to maintain the pro¬ 
perty and buildings. Pupils of the twenties and 
thirties fondly recall Joseph Peter Risch, who 
preached many a wordless sermon by his faithful¬ 
ness in ringing the Angelus and caring for parish 
property. Although small in stature, “Schneider,” 
as he was familiarly known (his brother was a 
tailor; somehow he received the nickname), used 
his powerful voice on more than one occasion to 
keep the mischievous schoolboys in order. Peter 
Schmidt had been an earlier janitor, helping Fr. 


Berg until approximately 1915. He is especially 
remembered lor his care of the yard, and the de¬ 
velopment of the beauty of the church grounds. 
Schmidt was succeeded by John Reiplinger, who 
preceeded Risch. Another faithful custodian who 
served the parish with loving care was Peter 
Schweitzer. He assumed this responsibility after 
Risch. At the present t'me, the role of ‘‘major 
domo” is aptly filled by Frank Gard. who is cur¬ 
rently assisting his third pastor. Robert Buchler 
was also emploved by the parish between 1961 and 
1965. 

A major outdoor improvement during the 
early twenties was the erection of the altar on Cal¬ 
vary. Mrs. Nicolaus Scherer had willed the old 
“sandpit” to the parish, a parcel of ground of 
some eighteen lots. Perhaps some of the young 
people had mixed feelings about the new project. 
The land had provided many of them with an ideal 
lace for sledding, hunting rabbits, and playing 
all. However, Fr. Berg wished to extend the 
cemetery, but above all, it is reported that he 
wished to build the shrine on the spot where the 
infamous crime against the Holy Eucharist was 
committed in 1893. Thus, under the direction of 
Brothers Fridolin and Paul. Divine Word Brothers 
from Techny, Illinois, the men of the parish grad¬ 
ually transformed the 20 foot cone-shaped hill into 
a fitting remembrance of Christ’s death. Stations 
of the Cross designed by the brothers encircle the 
hill. The first priest buried on Calvary was Fr. 
John Berg, who died June 22, 1927. A grotto, erec¬ 
ted north of Calvary, depicting the Agony in the 
Garden, was dedicated to his memory. A com¬ 
plementary grotto to the south honors Christ’s 
Resurrection. 

Fr. Berg celebrated his Golden Sacerdotal Ju¬ 
bilee on May 29, 1927. In fitting tribute. Bishop 
John Francis Noll elevated the humble pastor to 
the rank of a Domestic Prelate, with the title of 
Right Reverend Monsigno". The entire parish re¬ 
joiced over the well-merited honor bestowed upon 
him. A special Jubilee Mass was offered, and a 
festive celebration, complete with a band led by 
Bernard Young, took place near the Lourdes 
Shrine in the midst of the natural beauty he loved 
so much. 

At the time of the jubilee, the Girls’ Choir, un¬ 
der the direction of Sr. Adolphine, consisted of the 
following members: Mathilda and Lucille Thiel, 
Mary Mager, Mary and Frances Govert, Mabel 
Hilbrich, Dorothy Schweitzer, Leona and Mathilda 
Seberger, Florence Hilbrich, Leona and Margaret 
Schweitzer, Marcella Grimmer, Mary Kaiser, 
Clara Doctor, Bertha Bohney, Elenora Peifer, and 
Cecilia Mager. The parish trustees were Nicholas 
Schafer, Bartel Schiesser, Peter Kuhn, and Peter 
Schweitzer of Schererville, and J. N. Helfen and 
N. Minninger of Griffith. Old settlers who were 
specially honored in the jubilee booklet included N. 
Schafer, J. Treinen, K. Schubbert, N. Rohrman, J. 
Maas, J. Scholl; pioneer women were Mrs. C. 
Cope, F. Thiel, K Erb, A. M. Theis, A. Schafer, 
and M. Stephen. 

Two serious problems next confronted the par¬ 
ish One was the need for a new church. The old 


white frame church had served well for fifty 
years, but was no longer considered adequate. The 
congregation had a substantial building fund; the 
pastor had expressed his hope that his successor 
would actually take charge of the project. Never¬ 
theless, Charles L. Wallace, an architect from Jo¬ 
liet, Illinois, was asked to draw up plans for a 
new edifice. Upon obtaining a satisfactory sketch, 
the parish commissioned John A. Mager of Scher¬ 
erville to be the general contractor. Ground break¬ 
ing ceremonie§ were held on October 25, 1927. On 
May 20, 1928. the cornerstone was set in place. 

The second problem concerned the pastoral 
care of the Catholic population in Griffith. Many 
of them felt that the time had come for the estab¬ 
lishment of an independent parish there. Msgr. 
Berg, however, felt that the time was not yet op¬ 
portune for such a move, especially since the new 
larger church was under construction. Sympathe¬ 
tic to their desire that a Catholic school be located 
in their town, he proposed the establishment of a 
branch school, staffed by the Sisters from Scherer¬ 
ville. Bishop Noll studied the various suggestions, 
and finally decided that the future growth poten¬ 
tial warranted the founding of a new independent 
parish Thus, Saint Mary Parish, Griffith, recei¬ 
ved its first pastor, Rev. Joseph Suelzer, and had 
its first services in July, 1928. A sizeable percen¬ 
tage of its original eighty families were former 
parishioners of Saint Michael’s Schererville. 

One of the principal ways that the parish em¬ 
ployed to raise money was its traditional Labor 
Day weekend homecoming picnic. The taste- 
tempting chicken dinners served by the women of 
the parish were famous throughout the region. To 
help defray the cost of the construction of the 
church, the parishioners sought to make the annu¬ 
al event the biggest ever in 1929. Success crowned 
the efforts; the festival raised nearly $5,000. 

The joy of the congregation soon turned to sor¬ 
row, when it learned the startling news of the sud¬ 
den death of its pastor. On September 4, 1929, 
Msgr. Berg was fatally stricken while concluding 
his week day Mass. A young assistant from St. 
Joseph Parish, Hammond, Rev. Leo Hildebrandt, 
was sent to the parish to organize the funeral and 
to take care of any outstanding parish matters. 

The new Church, begun under the supervision 
of the dead priest, was not far enough advanced 
to permit its usage for his funeral. Thus, the large 
gathering of priests recited the traditional Office 
of the Dead for their departed confrere in the old 
church, which had been moved west of its former 
site during building operations. After the comple¬ 
tion of the Office, the solemn procession of clergy 
and pallbearers carried the coffin through the as¬ 
sembled congregation to Mount Calvary. There, 
Bishop Noll offered the Solemn Requiem Pontifical 
Mass. The body was then buried on Calvary, close 
to that of his priest broth, John. Thus was fulfilled 
the request of the community’s beloved pastor, 
who had stated at his Golden Jubilee: “I am here 
for 46 years, and at the end of the world, I hope to 
rise from the grave in the midst of my good Scher¬ 
erville people.” 

Fr. Hildebrandt then administered the parish 




for one month. A group of parishioners petitioned 
the bishop to appoint this young capaole priest 
their pastor. The bishop, however, chose Rev. 
Peter A. Biegel, on OctoDer 4, 1929. Three years 
later, the young assistant was given his first par¬ 
ish, St. Mary s, Griffith, and remains a good 
neighbor and gracious friend to this day. 

Pastorate of Fr. Biegel 

Father Biegel was in many senses the antithe¬ 
sis of Fr. Berg. Whereas the former pastor had 
been outgoing, cheerful, and a lover of people, the 
new pastor was more introverted, reserved, and 
even gave the appearance of being somewhat shy 
or aloof. He was a handsome erect man, whose 
well-formed features were crowned with striking 
wavy hair. Although he enjoyed a good game of 
cards and was known by his contemporaries to 
have been a good ballplayer in his day, the most 
striking characteristic about him remained his 
sincere, ascetic holiness. 

What sort of parish did the new priest come 
to? According to his first report, dated December 
31, 1929, the parish was composed of 90 families, 
numbering approximately 400 persons. The parish 
school, covering a ten year span, enrolled 70 boys 
and 54 girls, and had four sisters as teachers. Four 
pupils of the parish attended public grade school, 
and six went to public high school. During 1929, 
there were seven baptisms, ten marriages, sixteen 
first communions, and nine deaths. Financially, 
the parish had a debt of $32,000 on its new church. 
The tragic Black October 1929 stock market crash 
coincided with the new pastor’s appointment. 
Thus, his tenure was compl cated by the great de¬ 
pression of the thirties. 

The new church was solemnly dedicated on 
May 18, 1930. Celebrant of the ten o’clock dedica¬ 
tion Mass was Msgr. Balthazar Biegel, brother of 


the pastor and a former pupil of Fr. Berg. Our 
Sunday Visitor reported that the “new building is 
in pure Romanesque style, and is built of concrete, 
pressed brick, and trimmed with stone.” The ori¬ 
ginal plans for the sanctuary called for a small 
space between the altar and communion rail, and 
proved unrealistic. Thus, in its construction, the 
tloor area was enlarged, somewhat altering the 
overall architectural design. The building meas¬ 
ures 125 feet in length, and 47 feet wide in the nave, 
and 73 feet in the transept. The ceiling towered 
37 feet above the floor, and the church spire rose 
some 116 feet into the sky. The seating capacity, 
listed as approximately 500, was not realized for 
many years. No pews were placed in the trans¬ 
epts, nor did pews originally extend to the rear of 
the church. 

The committee of councilmen, Nicholas Scha¬ 
fer, Peter Schweitzer, Peter Kuhn, Bartel Schies- 
ser, J. J. Reiplinger, and A. A. Kaiser, reported 
that the net total expenditure for the new church 
and its furnishings had been slightly over $97,000. 
Included in this was the new pipe organ, pur¬ 
chased from Hinners Organ Co., for $4,430. In 
addition to John A. Mager, other Schererville resi¬ 
dents who were contracted to do work on the 
church included J. W. Risch and W. G. Austgen, 
electrical wiring and inspection; J. H. Thiel, var¬ 
nishing and painting; Peter Cope and Peter 
Schweitzer, painting. 

The first child baptized in the new church was 
Richard Joseph Covert, son of Alfred and Isabella 
(Britton) Govert. Sponsors during the April 13, 
1930 ceremony were Joseph Britton and Dorothy 
Govert. The first wedding on April 26, 1930, united 
Alphonse Fetsch and Marie Seberger. Their wit¬ 
nesses were Edward Fetsch and Mrs. Sylvester 
Schreiber. Claiming the honor of serving the first 


Father Biegel’s 25 th Anniversary. From left to right: Joseph Homan, Peter Schweitzer, Rev. Peter Biegel, Michael Seber¬ 
ger, and Nicholas Rohrman. 







Mass said in the church were altarboys A1 Stephen 
and Art Peifer. 

The debt coupled with the crippling depression 
curtailed any large building projects during the 
thirties. The parish made slow but steady growth, 
as new families moved into the area. Thus the 
parish records show 117 families and 520 people 
in 1935. and 134 families and 585 people in 1940. 
One census taker in 1940 penned the caustic com¬ 
ment: “It was discovered that many families 
moving into this district during the past three or 
four years are very indifferent and show very little 
interest in church oi school.” Nicholas Rohrman 
and W. J. Schiesser had been chosen to fill vacan¬ 
cies in the parish council. 

In 1933. the old white frame schoolhouse was 
sold to Nicholas Schaefer for $250. He dismantled 
it, and used some of its lumber in building new 
homes at 128 E. Wilhelm Street and 224 E. Wil¬ 
helm Street. In 1935, as noted earlier, the com¬ 
mercial course was dropped by the parochial 
school. The principal of the school at this time was 
Sr. Eveline. She was succeeded by Sr. Natalia in 
1939. 

The second World War again saw a consider¬ 
able number of young men take up arms. The 
novena devotions, offered for the servicemen, 
were well attended during the war years On De¬ 
cember 8, 1942, a year after Pearl Harbor, the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help was dedi¬ 
cated in memory of Wm. M. Govert. 

One war casualty was the annual Labor Week¬ 
end picnic. Travel restrictions, shortages, and 
other factors all contributed to the decision to 
cancel the event in 1942. Besides, the financial 
need was less imperative; the parish became vir¬ 
tually debt free that same year The church bud¬ 
get showed an income of $3,008 from pew rent, and 
$2,761 from Sunday collections. This was the first 
year since the beginning of the depression that the 
combined ordinary church accounts surpassed the 
five thousand dollar mark 

Post War Expansion 

The end of the war in 1945 singled the begin¬ 
ning of a period of expansion for the area and the 
parish. The parish numbered 140 families in 1947. 
Yet, that year’s “baby boom” resulted in 40 bap¬ 
tisms, over double the normal number. The 1950 
census showed 183 families on the parish rolls, 
numbering 797 parishioners. The parish school 
was bulging with approximately 190 pupils. Sr. 
Teresita was principal, a position she had ably 
assumed in 1946. Among other teachers, Srs. Mar¬ 
ilyn, Mercedes, Mariella, Evangeline, Elizabeth 
Marie and Rose Angela are well remembered by 
former pupils. Sr. Eveline returned as principal 
in 1952, after an absence of some years. 

The new growth brought with it further talk 
of new building projects. The Church was decor¬ 
ated in 1948. and in 1952-53, a ten thousand dollar 
expenditure was made to complete the excavation 
of the church basement. This had been a gradual 
process; in fact, at the present time, the “Sand 
Room” is not yet completely furnished. 

A survey in 1953-54 revealed that not enough 


classroom space w'as available to accommodate 
the following year’s projected school enrollment. 
Although Fr. 'Biegel was somewhat reluctant to 
plunge the parish into a large debt, permission to 
build a school addition was sought from Archbi¬ 
shop Noll. Upon obtaining episcopal consent, the 
parish hired the Roy Clark Construction Company 
of East Chicago to draw up the plans. A Building 
Advisory Committee, headed by Alfred Peifer, and 
a Finance Committee, chaired by Harry Rohr¬ 
man. were organized. Nicholas Rohrman, Peter 
Schweitzer. Michael Seberger, and Joseph Homan 
broke the ground for the new school addition on 
July 11, 1954. Fr. Hildebrandt gave the address, 
and William G. Austgen read the history of St. 
Michael’s School which he had written for the oc¬ 
casion. 

The building consisted of four classrooms, 
28M> x 28 feet, with adjoining cloakroom, lavatory 
facilities, an addition to the auditorium, and a 
principal’s office. The structure has a solid face 
brick front, trimmed in Indiana limestone. Total 
cost was approximately $75,000. When the new 
section was opened in February, 1955, all anti¬ 
quated classroom furniture in the old school was 
replaced by modern equipment. 

Some of the nuns who served the congregation 
during this period were Sisters Alberna. Ann Cae- 
cile, Charlotte, Constance, Hilda Marie, Helen 
Ann, James, Ranine, Patrick, and Rita Marie. Sr. 
Augusta was named principal in 1958, and held this 
position the next six years. In order to accommo¬ 
date the additional number of nuns, an enlarge¬ 
ment to the convent was begun in September, 
1956 It consisted of a basement, a study room, 
and four added bedrooms. Total cost was $34,000. 

With the ever-increasing enrollment, new 
classrooms were being opened. No longer were 
there sufficient sisters to staff the entire school. 
Thus, the first lay teacher, Mrs. Michael Der- 
mody, of Dyer, was employed during the 1954-55 
school year. Miss Jean Clark began teaching in 
1956; the first male teacher, Cletus O’Drobinak, 
began his four year span at the local school in 
1958 

One casualty of the new construction was the 
familiar statue and fountain of St. Michael. Many 
had grown fond of this representation of their hea¬ 
venly patron, and felt a pang of pain as the wreck¬ 
er destroyed it to make way for the new school 
addition. A familiar sight that had been absent 
for some years re-appeared in 1955, namely the 
re-introduction of the annual parish festival. 

The Rev. William Peil was assigned as an as¬ 
sistant on June 8. 1956. The young priest took up 
residence at Hoosier Boys Town. The traditional 
8:00 and 10:00 o’clock Mass schedule was then al¬ 
tered to 5:45. 8:00, and 10:45 A.M. For the first 
time, baptisms reached the fifty mark in 1956. 

On June 9. 1958. Fr. Biegel was designated as 
Pastor Emeritus, and a former Army chaplain. 
Rev. Timothy F. Doody. was appointed adminis¬ 
trator. He came from his position as assistant 
pastor at St. Luke’s, Gary. His Irish charm, cou¬ 
pled with his sincere interest in people, quickly 
endeared him to the parishioners. Fr. Biegel con- 



tinued to live in the rectory, in semi-retirement, 
cared for by his niece, Josephine. She had re¬ 
placed Father’s sister, Lena, who died in 1955, 
who in turn, had succeeded the Assendrup sisters. 

The Golden Priestly Jubilee of Fr. Biegel was 
celebrated on June 14, 1959. Bishop Andrew G. 
Grutka of Gary offered a Pontifical High Mass in 
thanksgiving. The following March 24. the ailing 
pastor emeritus passed away. Bishop Grutka a- 
gain journeyed to Schererville, but this time to of¬ 
fer the burial Mass, on March 28. for the saintly 
shepherd of souls. Like Fr. Berg, his remains 
were buried on Calvary, in the midst of the flock 
he had shepherded over thirty years. 

It was necessary to construct a new tempo¬ 
rary rectory at the corner of Wilhelm and Anna 
Streets. The six room frame house, built and fur¬ 
nished at a cost of approximately $20,000, was oc¬ 
cupied by Fr. Doody on December 23, 1958. Miss 
Bertha (Bea) Bohney assumed the role of house¬ 
keeper. Fr Biegel continued to live in the old 
rectory; after his death, Josephine Biegel occupied 
it for some time. When she departed from Scher¬ 
erville, the structure was finally razed. 

Fr. Doody supervised numerous improve¬ 
ments. The school was equipped with fire doors, 
a fire detection system, fire-proof stage curtains. 



Picture of present church, 1966 


and a fire evacuation chute in 1959. During the 
next two years, the cemetery stone wall and the 
watering system were completed; a new stone al¬ 
tar and three monuments for the departed priests 
were installed on Calvary; new playground equip¬ 
ment was erected; and the school grounds and 
church roads were blacktopped for parking and 
play purposes. In 1963, the full seating capacity 
of the church was realized with the installation of 
pews in both transepts. The pews were given as a 
memorial to Mrs. Kathryn Schiesser. On October 
4, 1963. Fr. Doody blessed the St. Francis of Assisi 
outdoor shrine, erected in memory of Dr. Francis 
Sazama. 

The Capuchin Fathers transferred the college 
division of their seminary from Huntington, Indi¬ 
ana, to a new locality within the boundary of the 
parish in June, 1959. Capitalizing on their arrival, 
Fr. Doody obtained the approval of the bishop, on 
July 21, 1959, to have its priests assist him in pa¬ 
rochial activities. Previous to this time, other 
priests, both diocesan and religious, were lending 
week-end assistance when needed. The Capuchin 
superiors first chose Fr. Nelson Hart for the task. 
He was succeeded by Fr. Juan Florez in 1960, and 
finally, by the present assistant, Fr. Campion 
Baer, in 1983. All three priests are currently on 
the seminary faculty. With the obtaining of per¬ 
manent help, a fourth Mass, at noon, was added. 
In 1963, when the schedule was revised to five 
Masses, additional help was obtained from the 
Salesian Fathers at Cedar Lake. 

Fr. Doody was appointed pastor of St. Mary 
Parish, Michigan City, in February, 1964. Rev. 
James A. Stapleton was to succeed him at St. Mi¬ 
chael. but was unable to fulfill the appointment 
because of illness. The Chancellor of the diocese, 
Msgr. J. J. Charlebois, administered the parish 
until the present pastor, Rev. Bernard F. Shank, 
was appointed, effective April 3, 1964. 

The Present 

Fr. Shank, a seminary classmate of Fr. 
Doody, came to St. Michael from St. Anthony, 
Gary. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1942, 
and had previously served as assistant to St. 
Mary, Michigan City; pastor of St. Mary, Kouts; 
and administrator of St. Anthony, Gary. In the 
letter of appointment. Bishop Grutka stressed 
that one of the prime tasks he was entrusting to 
the new pastor was to implement the recent litur¬ 
gical decrees of the Second Vatican Council. Mind¬ 
ful of this mandate, Fr. Shank took steps to en¬ 
courage a more active participation in liturgical 
services. He supervised the introduction of Eng¬ 
lish into the Holy Mass, constructed a new altar of 
sacrifice facing the congregation, and encouraged 
congregational singing. A group of fifteen lay lec¬ 
tors, led by Thomas Laskey Sr., was formed to 


Interesting picture showing shrine and water tower. 







Father Bernard Shank, Pastor 


Listed below are the nuns 
who taught at St. Michael's 
during our Centennial Year. 

Sister Gertrude, Supt., o.s.f 
Sister Pius, o.s.f. 

Sister Xavier Marie, o.s.f. 
Sister Kathleen Ann, o.s.f 
Sister Germaine, o.s.f. 
Sister Patricia Anne, o.s.f. 


Left to right: Rev. Wm. Berg, Mary Scherer Trinowski, 
Josephine Austgen Kane and Leo Kane, child, 
Mary Schreiber, Priest’s housekeeper Mrs. Mary Scherer. 
Young lady on right and young priest unidentified. 



aid in carrying out the norms of the renewed wor¬ 
ship. 

A notable improvement engineered by Fr. 
Shank was the installation of permanent, built-in 
confessionals, utilizing the hallways into the side 
towers. At the same time, a much safer access to 
the choir loft and the baptistry was provided. In 
1965, the bronze churchbells were repaired, and 
electric ringing equipment added A severe wind¬ 
storm during the summer caused one of the tower 
pinnacles to topple unto the roof of the church, 
necessitating extensive repairs to it and the organ. 
In addition, the storm uprooted many beautiful 
trees surrounding the church and cemetery. 

The parish today is over five times larger than 
when Fr. Biegel began his pastorate. According to 
the 1965 spiritual report, 414 families and 2,119 
members are listed on its rolls. There were 71 
baptisms, 54 first communions, 9 marriages, and 
8 deaths. The number of communions approached 
78,000, an increase of 25,000 from 1960. Assisting 
the pastor as parish councilmen for the expanding 
parish are Aloysius M. Schreiber, Henry L. Pictor, 
Mathias Kuhn, Joseph P. Gogolak, and William 
J. Schiesser. The latter, assisted by his daughter, 
Mary Kay, and Miss Gertrude Schweitzer, has 
faithfully taken care of the collection and enve¬ 
lopes since Fr. Biegel’s pastorate. Clarence J. 
Schafer and Bernard J. Schulte continue to give 
valuable service as members of the Cemetery 
Committee. Mrs. John (Alice) Siebert serves as 
head organist, and teaches music to the grade 
school children. The added stress on congrega¬ 
tional singing in the revised liturgy has re-empha- 
sized the worth of her long service to the parish. 
Bernard Roberts headed the parish festival. 

Parish organizations, and their presiding of¬ 
ficers as this centennial year began, are: Holy 
Name Society, Thomas Laskey, Jr.; Rosary So¬ 
ciety, Donnabelle Bohling; Catholic Youth Organ¬ 
ization, Mary Kay Hilbrich; Ushers Club, Sylves¬ 
ter Furjanic; Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Frank J. Prochazka. The parish school has an en¬ 
rollment of approximately 400 pupils. Its princi¬ 
pal, Sr. Gertrude, occupied that office in Septem¬ 
ber, 1964. Others on the staff include Sisters Ger¬ 
maine, Kathleen Ann, Patricia Anne, Pius, and 
Xavier Marie, and Mrs. Robert (Celia) Adley, 
Mrs. Robert (Mary Lou) Barcus, Mrs. James (Do¬ 
rothy Ann) Jansen, Mrs. John (Wilma) Jansen, 
and Miss Mary Kay Schiesser. 

In a certain sense, St. Michael Parish has lost 
its rural, intimate bond. Projected growth pat¬ 
terns for Lake County point to more expansion in 
the near future. Yet, the real meaning of a parish 
is a community of believers united in common 
worship of God and service to His people. Insofar 
as the parish family functions as a meaningful 
union of God’s people will it continue to preserve 
its priceless religious heritage -- a heritage that 
was bequeathed to Schererville by its thoroughly 
religious settlers one century ago. 






Donors Of Awards For Queen And Members Of Her Court 


NASSAU VACATION BY AIR FOR QUEEN 
AND A PERSON OF HER CHOOSING 
SEVEN DAYS AND SIX NIGHTS AT 
EMERALD BEACH HOTEL 

Graver Tank & Mfg. Co., East Chicago 
Sealtest, Ice Cream, Chicago 
Hoosier State Bank of Indiana, Hammond- 
Schererville 

Gary National Bank, Dyer & Griffith Branch 

The Sauzer Family, Schererville 
General American Transportation Corp., 

East Chicago 

Steel City Electric Co., Gary 

Global Travel Agency, Woodmar, Hammond 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Teibel, Schererville 

DIAMOND PENDANT 
Silver & Gem Shop, Hessville (Hammond) 

LUGGAGE. 3 PIECE 

Sears, Roebuck and Co., Gary 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

Cinderella Affiliate of Patricia Stevens, 

Hammond 

DANCE INSTRUCTIONS 

Arthur Murray Studio, Hammond 


GIFT CERTIFICATE 

Einhorn's Town and Country Women's 
Apparel, Woodmar. Hammond 

STATIONERY 

Nassau & Thompson Inc., East Chicago 
BAR SET 

Lewin's, East Chicago 

ICE BUCKET & SET OF GLASSES 

Comay's Woodmar Jewelers. Hammond 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

Carson Pirie Scott and Co., Hammond 

LAWN LOUNGE CHAIR 

Montgomery Ward and Co., Munster 

SWINGER LAND CAMERA 

Watland's Camera Shops, Woodmar. Hammond 

WORLD ATI AS 

World Book Co., Joseph W. Gustafson. 

East Gary 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

Distinctive Cleaning by Vogue, Griffith 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

Chapman Cleaners, Hammond 

PIANO LESSONS 

Foster Music of Woodmar, Hammond 


SCHOLARSHIP 

Cinderella Affiliate of Patricia Stevens 

INSTAMATIC CAMERA 

Interstate Studio, Indianapolis 
Bob Kubik and Burdell Owenby 

MINK BOA 

Edward C. Minas & Co., Hammond 

AM FM RCA RADIO 

Griffith TV Sales & Service, Griffith 

BULOVA WRIST WATCH 

Schererville Watch & Clock Repair, 

Schererville 

PORTRAIT 

Mrs. Pauline B. Carleton, Schererville 

PEARL NECKLACE 

Armin Lipsig Jewelers, Hammond 

HAIR DRYER 

Austgen's Griffith Electric, Griffith 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

Kaplan's Shoe City, Griffith 

LADIES SHOES 

Milgram's Quality Shoes, Hammond 
LADIES SHOES 

Kaplan's Shoes, Woodmar, Hammond 


DANCE ANALYSIS 

Arthur Murray Studio, Hammond 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

Highland Department Store, Highland 

DINNERS 

Teibel's Restaurant, Schererville 
DINNERS 

Phil Smidt's Restaurant, Hammond 
DINNERS 

Vogel's Restaurant, Whiting 
DINNERS 

San Remo Restaurant, Griffith 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

One Hour Martinizing, Griffith 

CORSAGES FOR QUEEN AND HER COURT 

Angelus Stamos, Schererville 

HAIR STYLING 

Jo's Beauty Shoppe, Schererville 

TRANSPORTATION FOR QUEEN AND 
HER COURT DURING CENTENNIAL WEEK 

Christenson Chevrolet Inc., Highland 

QUEEN’S RECEPTION 

Clean Towel Service, Hammond 
Scheeringa Bakery, Griffith 
Bohling's Nursery Florist Shop 



LONG A 
MEMBER OF 
OUR COMMUNITY 

"Church Of God" 

The First Church of God. 68th Place, Scherer¬ 
ville, began with cottage prayer meetings. There 
were about five families in 1948 attending church 
on Sundays at the First Church of God in Ham¬ 
mond, Indiana. 


Rev. Eva Garrett, Pastor 



In 1949 the first Sunday services of the Church 
of God in Schererville were held in the former 
Free Methodist Church Building, which the church 
rented, with Rev. Paul Donaldson as pastor. 

The headquarters of the Church of God is in 
Anderson, Indiana, where our publication board, 
Warner Press is located. Anderson College, which 
is our largest college, is also located there. 

In 1950 we bought the church property and 
built an addition to the building. 

By 1955, we built a larger two story building 
to replace the original one. The second floor was 
used as classrooms. 

In 1957 we went into another building program 
in which a house across the street was bought and 
used as a parsonage. New pews, pulpit, organ 
and piano were also added. By 1961 a new Fel¬ 
lowship Hall was added. 

Another building program is underway this 
year, to be completed this fall. This will include 
brick veneering the front of the church. 

We are averaging 105 in Sunday School at¬ 
tendance. 

In 1960. Rev. Eva Garrett, became our pastor. 

Rev. Garrett attended Southern University at 
Carbondale. Illinois; Millikin University at De¬ 
catur, Illinois; and Olivet College at Ka'nkakee, 
Illinois. 

She holds a Bachelor of Science degree with a 
major in education, also the Bachelor of Theology 
degree. 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Garrett are the parents of 
one son, David, who is a sophomore at Anderson 
College. Mr. Garrett teaches and coaches in the 
Junior High School at Manteno, Illinois. 

Our Youth are very active in our church. On 
Wednesday evening we have special classes for 
them. The Sunshine Club for ages 4-6, Sunbeam 
Club, ages 6-9 and Friendways for ages 9-12, who 
also have their own Choir. 

On Saturdays at 7:30 P.M. the Youth Fellow¬ 
ship hold their services. They average 25 to 30 
in attendance. For recreation they enjoy skating, 
hay rides, tours, etc. This August they are going 
to San Diego, California, for a world convention of 
the Church of God for Youth. 

The Woman’s Missionary Society was organ¬ 
ized in 1951 The current President is Mrs. Ed¬ 
ward Neal. The Society is very active in various 
types of work to further home and foreign mis¬ 
sions. Among their activities, they sponsor vari¬ 
ous activities such as banquets, ice cream socials, 
bake sales, etc. They also join other missionary 
societies on projects concerning the upkeep of our 
northern Indiana State Campground of the Church 
of God at Yellow Lake. Indiana. Our youth enjoy 
camping there each summer. 

The Men’s group meet once a month, which is 
similar in activities to the Missionary Society. 
They also sponsor a basketball team. They recent¬ 
ly purchased a projector to show educational and 
religious movies. 

SUNBEAM & SUNSHINE CLUB 
PART OF YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
FRIENDWAY CHOIR 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 




And The 
Presbyterians 
Came 

In 1959 a group of local residents, recognizing 
the need for another church in Schererville, form¬ 
ed the Community Church in Schererville. The 
first service was held on November 29, 1959 with 
the Rev. Dewey Moore, pastor of the Griffith Bap¬ 
tist Church, as the guest speaker. Beginning Jan¬ 
uary 31, 1960 regular Sunday Church School Class¬ 
es and an hour of worship were held each Sunday 
morning. Also during 1960 a Women’s Associa¬ 
tion was formed with Mrs. George Shiffbauer as 
the first chairman and Mrs. Alph Loggins as sec¬ 
retary. Various ministers were guest speakers at 
the new church, among whom were: Dr. Bell of 
the Flossmore Community Church; Rev. Dr. 
Wright of the Dyer Union Church; Rev. John R. 
Booker of the Covenant United Presbyterian 
Church in Hessville; Rev. Walter Phillips, a grad¬ 
uate student of Divinity at the University of Chi¬ 
cago; the Rev. Allen Watson, Executive Secretary 
of the Lake County Council of Churches; and Ro¬ 
bert Johnson, a student at the McCormick Theo¬ 
logical Seminary of Chicago. 

In the spring of 1962 affiliation with the United 
Presbyterian Church was considered. The mem¬ 
bers of the official board of the church at that time 
were: Dr. George N. Hartley, chairman, James 
Westerfield. Sidney Strasburg, Alph Loggins, and 
George Schiffbauer. Shirlee Schoenfield served as 
the board secretary and John Schoenfield was the 
church treasurer. Guidance concerning the affili¬ 
ation with the United Presbyterian Church was 
provided by the Rev. Russel Bisnet, minister of a 
new Presbyterian Church in Marquette Park and 
Rev. James Sala, regional presbyter of the Indi¬ 
ana Synod in northern Indiana. The Rev. McEvoy, 
associate director of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, served as interim minister 
until the affiliation could be completed and an or¬ 
ganizational minister chosen. 

The Rev. Allen Montgomery, then pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Csyuga, Indiana, was elec¬ 
ted as the organizing minister of the mission of 
the United Presbyterian Church in Schererville. 
In October of 1962 Rev. Montgomery, his wife, 


Helen and daughter Janet moved into the Manse 
located at 145 W. Joliet Street. 

The church continued as a mission until Oc¬ 
tober 6, 1963, when it was organized as the Im¬ 
manuel United Presbyterian Church with 92 char¬ 
ter members. Officiating dignitaries from the Lo- 
gansport Presbytery at the official organization of 
the church were: Dr. J. J. Vellegne, chairman of 
the committee of National Missions of the Pres¬ 
bytery; the Rev. Herman McCoy, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Highland; Rev. John 
Eastwood, pastor of the Covenant United Presby¬ 
terian Church of Hammond; Elder Alan Roebuck 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Dyer; and El¬ 
der Horace McAnally of the Covenant church. The 
church moved its temporary place of worship to 
the building at the Scherwood Club. The Rev. 
Allen Montgomery continued as pastor of the 
church and was installed as the regular pastor on 
December 8, 1963. 

The first Elders of the Immanuel Church elec¬ 
ted and installed were: Dr. G. N. Hartley, Mr. 
Robert Apple, Sr., and Mr. Anton Pesut, Jr., for 
three years; Mr. Robert Weir, clerk; Mr. Jack 
Miller and Mr. Neil Barry for two years and for 
one year Mr. Alan Lewis, Mr. Russel Harrison and 
Mr. Raymond Maas. Those recently elected to the 
session are: Mr. Kenneth Ogden, Mr. George 
Schiffbauer and Dr. James Evans. 

Immanuel Church now includes a Board of 
Deacons consisting of Mr. Ralph Tague, Mr. David 
Fishtorn, Mrs. Charles Rosenwinkel, Mrs. Simeon 
Carahoff, Mrs. Leonard Sizemore, Mr. C. P. 
Smith, Mr. Clarence Jacobsma, Mr. William Gra¬ 
ham and Mr. Edward Kuiper Sr. 

Church School Classes are held for all age 
groups each Sunday and the regular morning wor¬ 
ship is held after classes. The Women’s Associa¬ 
tion has continued and is presently under the direc¬ 
tion of Mrs. Robert Apple Sr. 

On January 10, 1964, the building committee 
selected the Chicago firm of Teutsch and Lucas, 
architects and engineers, to design the new 
church. Ground breaking ceremonies were held 
at the church site, located on route 30 just west 
of Anna Street on July 18, 1965. The foundation for 
the church was begun on July 21. The first ser¬ 
vices in the new church were held on May 8, 1966. 



MR. BERNIE BECKER 

Branch Manager 



In keeping with the expansion and population 
growth in the Schererville area, the Hoosier State 
Bank of Indiana brought new'banking facilities to 
this community. The Hammond banking institu¬ 
tion, organized in 1944, obtained from the Depart¬ 
ment of Financial Institutions of Indiana permis¬ 
sion to establish a branch office on the Northwest 
corner of U. S. Routes 41 and 30. 

The building program for this new office start¬ 
ed in 1960 and was completed in January, 1961. The 
bank is situated in the Shopping Center complex 
and offers full banking service to Schererville and 
the surrounding communities. This was the third 
branch location to be established by the Hoosier 
State Bank in its then-17th year of banking opera¬ 
tion. 

John F. Wilhelm, President of the Hoosier 
State Bank since its inception, named Henry C. 
Fehlberg as the first manager of the new branch 
office. In 1963, Bernard A. Becker was transferred 
from the main office and named Manager of the 
Schererville office and is currently serving in this 
capacity. 

It has always been Bank Management policy 
to select qualified business and professional lead¬ 
ers in the area to serve as the branch offices’ Ad- 


1961 Marked The Year 
The Hoosier State Bank 
Arrived At The Crossroad 

visory Council Members. Since the opening of the 
Schererville office, six of its present Advisory 
Council Members have been serving in this capa¬ 
city; there are: 

Robert Teibel, Partner, Teibel’s Restaurant 

Robert Teegarden, President, Schererville 
Town Board and affiliated with Metal & Thermit 
Corporation 

Eugene Poliak, Partner, Big Top Super Mart 

Robert Teibel, Partner, Teibel's Restaurant 

Mrs. Joseph Gogolak, Owner, The Glamour 
Shop 

Mr. Louis Cinko, Owner, Cinko Insurance 
Agency and St. John Township Trustee, joined the 
Schererville Advisory Council in 1963. 

The officers and directors and staff of the 
Hoosier State Bank congratulate the Town of 
Schererville on the occasion of its Centennial Cele¬ 
bration. Your community’s acceptance of our 
bank has been most gratifying and beneficial. We 
look forward to many years of giving good com¬ 
petitive and friendly banking service to the Town 
of Schererville, and are eager to support and to 
help in every way the progress and growth of your 
fine community. 


Ribbon cutting ceremonies January 19, 1961 






CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 100th BIRTHDAY 

HOOSIER STATE BANK 

OF INDIANA 

U.S. 41 & 30 SCHERERVILLE, INDIANA 

HOURS: 9 TO 5 MON. - THURS., 9 TO 8 FRIDAY 


SEVEN CONVENIENT OFFICES 
SERVING LAKE COUNTY 


IN HAMMOND: 

479 State Street 
5255 Hohman Avenue 
4204 Calumet Avenue 
Woodmar Shopping Center 


IN SCHERERVILLE: 

U. S. Routes 41 and 30 

IN ROSS TOWNSHIP: 
Broadway at 55th 


IN HOBART: 

U. S. Route 6 & Ind. 51 


feS- £tart fit One—Sank fit fill! 




















BACKWARD NEVER 


ONWARD EVER 


CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE 

BEST TOWN IN THE U. S. A. 


SCHERERVILLE 
TOWN LEAGUE 


LITTLE LEAGUE 

BABE RUTH 


CONNIE MACK 









Play Ball! 

TOWN LEAGUE FORMED 


On September 13. 1954, four men had a meet¬ 
ing and the Town League was launched. Herbert 
Gerlach. Alfred Hanson and Aloysius Schreiber 
appointed Alfred M. Peifer acting chairman. A 
mass meeting for everyone in Schererville inter¬ 
ested in baseball was called for September 24, 
1954. 

Twenty-five men attended the first meeting, 
and chairman Peifer appointed five men. Robert 
Sayger, Alfred Hanson, John Render, Thomas 
Laskey and Joseph Gogolak, as a committee to 
get the baseball rolling. Questionnaires were sent 
to parents asking for permission for their boys to 
play ball, and for cooperation and financial aid 
from the adults. The replies were favorable in 
all respects. Before the end of October fifty-six 
boys had signed up and were anxious to play ball. 

The next order of business was, of course, a 
suitable location for a ball field. Mr. Peifer con¬ 
tacted Rev. P. Biegle and the church committee of 
St. Michaels and presented a proposal to lease 
the land along route 30 and Anna Street. Rev. 
Biegle and the committee, feeling this would be an 
improvement to the property, granted their ap¬ 
proval. Francis Schweitzer, Herb Gerlack, Ben 
Larimer, Alfred Hanson and John Render were 
appointed to serve as a field committee. The con¬ 
struction of the field and fence was begun in 
March, and the large turnout of men who were on 
hand to help was gratifying. These volunteers put 
in many hours of hard work, day and night to com¬ 
plete the task. The materials and necessary ser¬ 
vices were almost entirely donated by generous 
volunteers. Among them were Ervin Bohling, Ben 
Larimer, Edward and Tony Schweitzer, Clarence 
Rohrman, Norman Seaman, The Cyclone Fence 
Co. and the Coca-Cola Co. Quite a few weary and 
generous people were rewarded when they saw 
the finished park on opening day, June 5, 1955. 

Wilbur Fiegle, Robert Sayger, and Alfred Han¬ 
son took on the task of obtaining the financial as¬ 
sistance needed. Billboards, which Joe Jostes 
painted free of charge, were sold for $50.00 each. 
The A. P. Davis Sports Co. supplied all the base¬ 
ball equipment, with the agreement that the 
League would pay for these as their financial po¬ 
sition permitted. (It took eight years to get out of 
the red.) The sponsors for four ball teams were 
signed up for $100.00 each. 

Sauzer’s — Cards 
Teibel’s — Cubs 
Watts Hardware — Sox 
Farm Bureau Corp. — Yanks 
The Volunteer managers for the four teams were: 
Carl Tewell — Sox 
Bill Degnan — Cubs 
John Render — Cards 
Cornelius Vanderkolk — Yanks 


Prior to the opening of the 1955 season, chair¬ 
man Peifer appointed Arnold Peifer, Frank Gard 
Jr. and Jack Siebert to serve as a protest com¬ 
mittee for the coming season. The committee was 
to serve as a board of appeals for the settlement of 
any disagreements that might arise. 

The Schererville Town League’s first year was 
successful in all respects. The Farm Bureau 
Yanks managed by Cornelius Vanderkolk won the 
championship. A celebration banquet marking 
the close of the season was held at Teibel’s on 
October 3, 1965. 

The 1956 season opened with the election of 
officers at a meeting held on March 30. The fol¬ 
lowing men were nominated and unanimously 
elected: Alfred Peifer, President, Robert Sayger, 
Treasurer; and Merle Hammond, Secretary. 

In 1956 a team managed by Abe Bryant and 
coached by Stanley Kozuch was entered in the 
Pony League with Munster and Highland. During 
May of the same year the dugouts were begun. 
Mr. Redpath, who had taken over as the manager 
of the Yanks, donated the necessary pipe and wa¬ 
ter was installed at the park. 

Elections were held in February for the 1957 
season. The President and Vice-President were 
re-elected and Wilbur Fiegle was elected to re¬ 
place Robert Sayger as Treasurer. In 1957 the 
Town League entered a team, managed by Abe 
Bryant and sponsored by Hoosier State Bank, in 
the South Suburban Babe Ruth League. 1957 saw 
the beginning of the Annual Little League All Star 
Game, played under lights at the Brunswick Little 
League Park. A traveling trophy is awarded each 
year to the winning team. 

In 1959 construction was begun on a block con¬ 
cession and storage building. The men of the 
League campaigned throughout town selling 
blocks for the building. $600.00 was donated for 
the construction of the building, which was com¬ 
pleted by fall. The electricity was installed the 
following spring. 

League registration increased so rapidly that 
in 1960 a minor league was established in town, 
and a second team managed by Floyd Kelly and 
sponsored by Big Top Foods was entered in the 
Babe Ruth League. 

The year 1963 brought great pride to the 
League when Schererville started its own Babe 
Ruth League in Town. A Team was entered in the 
Hammond Connie Mack League. That team, man¬ 
aged by Gerry Scheub and sponsored by Stephen 
and Gilliam, won the Hammond championship 
the first year they entered the League. They also 
played in the State Finals at Evansville. Indiana. 
Edward and Lawrence Govert took over the man¬ 
agement of the Connie Mack team in 1964. 

The League presently consists of 13 ball 
teams. Over the years annual events have been 
held to provide further financial assistance. A 
turkey raffle is held each year in November. A 
spring dinner dance at Teibel’s, a White Sox ticket 
raffle, and a smoker for the men, held at the 
Scherwood Club are also yearly affairs. 

Since it’s establishment eleven years ago, the 
Schererville Town League has progressed from an 



1963 CONNIE MACK 
CHAMPS 


Pictured above: 

Top row — Phil Govert, Ed Sherry, 

Dave Falda, Herb Rueth, Dave Garrett, 
and Bud Darnell. 

Middle row — Dennis Zuveski, Jan Fane, 

Ivan Zimmer, Jim Adams, Bruce Mokate. 

Front row — Jerry Scheub, Mgr.; Mike Hensley, 
Ken Robinson, Jerry Hancock, Jim Fiegle, 
and John Lesnewski, Assistant Manager. 

Absent from picture: Joe Britton 
and Ron Austgen. 


idea into a very successful community service, 
providing recreation and wholesome competition 
for the boys in town. 

A list of managers that have worked in the 
past eleven years are as follows: 


Earl Tewell 
John Render 
Cornelius Vanderkolk 
William Degnan 
James Redpath 
Abe Bryant 
Floyd Kelly 
James Degnan 
Frank Gard Jr. 
Talmage Darnell Jr. 
Edward Govert 
William Wilier 
Francis Schweitzer 
Herman Parker 
Joseph Furjanic 
Robert Wier 


Herman Dickman 
Stanley Mastey 
Bruce Piper 
John Morley 
William Skinner 
Lawrence Govert 
John Lesniewski 
George Davis 
Carl Cooper 
Tom Elliot 
Olen Sills 
Leo Sargent 
Richard Conoway 
Cleo Johnson 
Eugene Quaife 
Richard Richards 
Charles Harbin 


Election of Officers was held November 11, 
1965 as follows: 

President - Alfred M. Peifer 
Secretary - Stanley Mastey 
Treasurer - Wilbur Fiegle 










CONGRATULATIONS 
TO SCHERERVILLE 

Southeastern Construction Co., Inc. 

GENERAL TRUCKING & EQUIPMENT RENTALS 
EXCAVATING - SEWER & WATER MAINS 

Tllden 4-7045 — 4-8540 


6733 COLUMBIA AVENUE 

STEVE SOLAN HAMMOND, INDIANA 


INDIANA FARM BUREAU 
COOPERATIVE ASSN, INC. 

EXPRESSES CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL ITS FRIENDS IN SCHERERVILLE 
DURING THIS CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 





SCHERERVI 

LLE WOMAI 

M'S CLUB 

Organized and Federated 1950 


Unity In Diversity' 


1966 — Officers — 1967 


MRS. FRANK SAUZER_ 


President 

MRS. BEN LARIMER_ 



MRS. LEE WILLIAMSON 


Recording Secretary 

MRS. FRANCIS SCHWEITZER _ - Corresponding Secretary 

MRS. FRANK ADAMS _ _ 

Past Presidents 

Treasurer 

MRS. ROBERT DUNCAN 

MRS. MERL 

HAMMOND 

MRS. L. F. LONSBURY 

MRS. EARL 

CIAGLIA 

MRS. S. T. CARAHOFF 

MRS. FRANCIS SCHWEITZER 

MRS. EARL HUGHES 

MRS. JOHN TUCKEY 

MRS. MARK KINGHORN 

Membership Roster 

Mrs. Frank Adams 

Mrs. Earl Hughes 

Mrs. James Mulcahey 

Mrs. Richard Bridegroom 

Mrs. Peter Jaeger 

Mrs. Paul Pozezanac 

Miss ljunia Ball 

Mrs. Daniel Jordan 

Mrs. Roy Ritter 

Mrs. S. T. Carahoff 

Mrs. Mark Kinghorn 

Mrs. Glenn Rose 

Mrs. M. Chrynowski 

Mrs. Stanley Kozuch 

Mrs. Raymond Rosinski 

Mrs. Earl Ciaglia 

Mrs. Richard Krame 

Mrs. Peter Sagala 

Mrs. Gerald Clark 

Mrs. Ernest Krebs 

Mrs. Frank Sauzer 

Mrs. Robert Currie 

Mrs. Ben Larimer 

Mrs. Francis Schweitzer 

Mrs. Sammy Davenport 

Mrs. Paul Lewkowski 

Mrs. Ralph Seifert 

Mrs. George Davis 

Mrs. Andrew Manhart 

Mrs. Sidney Strasburg 

Mrs. Robert Duncan 

Mrs. Russell Martin 

Mrs. Albert Stuhlmacher 

Mrs. John Fane 

Mrs. Henry Melton 

Mrs. Herbert Thiel 

Mrs. Joseph Gogolak 

Mrs. John Morley 

Mrs. John Tuckey 

Mrs. Alfred Hanson 

Mrs. John Murzyn 

Mrs. Paul Wade 

Mrs. Merl Hammond 

Mrs. Martin Phillips 

Mrs. Lee Williamson 








Woman's 

Club 

The Schererville Women’s Club was organ¬ 
ized on May 10, 1950 with Mrs. Robert Duncan 
serving as President. The Purpose of the organ¬ 
ization as set forth in its Constitution was:” 

The object of this Club shall be to develop 

the educational, civic and social interests 

of its members and to advance the wel¬ 
fare of the community. 

The Club has always planned educational and 
entertaining programs in its effort to fulfill the 
educational part of this purpose. 

Through the years the Schererville Woman's 
Club has had many projects which were of benefit 
to the town. 

In 1952 the Club entered a General Federation 
of Womens Club project “Build Freedom for 
Youth.” As Part of the project they undertook 
the following: 

1. To Improve the tennis Court 

2. Arrange chaperones and sponsor a teen¬ 
age dance once a month. 

3. Sponsor a Girl Scout and a Brownie Troop. 

They also made arrangements to have a su¬ 
pervisor at the Park during the summer months. 

The interest of the women was aroused when 
word was received that the Gary Public Library 
was closing a small Library in the Rolling home. 


Several meetings were held with the Gary Director 
and on January 26, 1953 the Club passed a reso¬ 
lution stating that they were in favor of keeping 
a Library in Schererville. Because of their inte¬ 
rest and through their efforts a lot was purchased 
and a Library Building moved from Munster. Mrs. 
Wickhorst, a Woman’s Club member, served as 
the first Librarian. 

Through the years the Woman’s Club has 
maintained an active interest in the Library. They 
have purchased Drapes and a magazine rack, 
held open house during National Library Week, 
and sponsored an essay contest and given awards. 

In 1962 they started a fund to help furnish the 
proposed new library. This year they will use this 
fund to purchase a kitchen unit (sink, cupboard, 
stove and refrigerator combined) two bike racks 
and a picture for the long awaited new Library. 

Concerned for the safety of the children in the 
community, the Woman’s Club approached the 
town concerning the tall bushes surrounding the 
park and were successful in their efforts to get 
them cut down and also to have better lighting. 
For several years they hired a director and con¬ 
ducted a planned recreation program for the child¬ 
ren during the summer. 

Working with the Lion’s Club they worked to 
get a Schererville address for all the people in 
Schererville proper as many had mail addresses 
of Dyer, Griffith and Crown Point. 

The time came when the women felt the town 
had grown enough to seek home mail delivery and 
so they went door to door getting petitions signed 
to send to the Postmaster General. Finally they 
received the good news, their efforts were success¬ 
ful and door to door delivery became a reality. 

In 1964 and 1965 the Women’s Club worked at 
the Town Picnic to help raise money for the One 
Hundred Year celebration and now they are work¬ 
ing to help make the Centennial in 1966 an event 
to be remembered in years to come. 


From left: 
Joseph W. Risch, I, 
unidentified boy, 
Mary Risch 
Schweitzer, 
unidentified girl, 
William Schweitzer, I, 
Katherine Steuer 
Risch, mother. 








Scouts plant trees to beautify town. Leaders in group are 
from left: Paul Lewkowski, James Gauthier, 

Robert Teegarden, and John Parkef. 


Schererville 

Lions 

Club 



The Schererville Lions Club was chartered on 
September 18, 1946. by the International Associ¬ 
ation of Lions Clubs. The objects of the club are: 

To Promote the theory and practice of the 
principles of good government and good citizen¬ 
ship. 

To Take an active interest in the civic, social, 
and moral welfare of the community. 

To Unite the members in the bonds of friend¬ 
ship, good fellowship and mutual understanding. 

To Provide a forum for the full and free dis¬ 
cussion of all matters of public interest, partisan 
politics and sectarian religion alone excepted. 

To Encourage efficiency and promote high 
ethical standards in business and professions. 

In fulfilling these objects, the Schererville 
Lions sponsor numerous local programs in the 
field of assistance to youth for recreation, charac¬ 
ter development, citizenship, health and safety, 
and recognition of scholarship and leadership 
qualities. Specific projects include sponsoring a 
Boy Scout Troop, a Girl Scout Troop, the Annual 
Hallowe’en Parade and Party, an Annual Outing 
for the School Safety Patrol members, and presen¬ 
tation of plaques to the outstanding boy and girl 
graduates from our grade schools. Special pro¬ 
jects have included providing eye care and hear¬ 
ing test equipment for our school children, park 
and school equipment, books for the Public Li¬ 
brary, furnishings for our new town library, mos¬ 
quito abatement treatments, and Little League 
park improvements. 

In cooperation with other Indiana Lions Clubs, 
they support the Indiana Cancer Control Fund, 
the Indiana Eye Bank, and the Indiana Leader 
Dog Program 


Roster of Lions Club Presidents 

1946-1948 Melvin Leach 

1948- 1949 George Hartley 

1949- 1950 Earl Toweson 

1950- 1951 Milton J. Wickhorst 

1951- 1952 Dr. Paul F. Green 

1952- 1953 Robert F. Duncan 

1953- 1954 Peter G .Redar 

1954- 1955 Edward K. Witter 

1955- 1956 Joseph P. Gogolak 

1956- 1957 Clarence P. Smith 

1957- 1958 John I. Parker 

1958- 1959 Paul Banks 

1959- 1960 Robert Teegarden 

1960- 1961 James E. Gauthier 

1961- 1962 Arthur W. Schweitzer 

1962- 1963 Samuel W. Vance 

1963- 1964 Joseph D. Funderlic 

1964- 1965 Michael Grimmer 

1965- 1966 Richard E. Rayford 

1966- 1967 Ted Stark 


Pictured presenting check to Hoosier Boys’ Town — 
left to right: Mrs. John Schweitzer, 

Mrs. Clarence Schafer, Rev. M. Campagna, 

Mrs. C. P. Smith, Mrs. F. M. Place, Mr. Earl Towson, 
Mrs. L. N. Miller, Mrs. A. M. Schreiber, 

Mrs. Andrew Doctor, Mrs. Joseph P. Homan. 









Congratulation* 


To Oine Tou n 

Oh j/t* /00th farthc/ag 


SCHERERVILLE 

LIONS CLUB 


Helping To l/tahe Out Tour /l fatter Place To line 


• BOY SCOUT TROOP SPONSORSHIP 

• GIRL SCOUT TROOP SPONSORSHIP 

• ANNUAL HALLOWE'EN PARADE 

• LITTLE LEAGUE PARK IMPROVEMENTS 


• ANNUAL PATROL OUTING 

• PLAQUES TO OUTSTANDING 
BOY & GIRL GRADUATES 

• MOSQUITO ABATEMENT 


EYE BANK — LEADER DOG — CANCER CONTROL CENTER 




A Growing Business Community 


Needs An Active Organization To Represent It 



Joliet Street looking East from Central Avenue. Scene wai; 
back in 1914 during Foresters picnic. 


SO THE SCHERERVILLE 

CHAMBER of COMMERCE 


WAS FOUNDED IN 1962 
































We are not the oldest organization to come to 
Schererville - as our brief history dates back just 
a few years. During 1962 we were known as the 
Schererville Businessmen’s Association, with such 
old timers as Bill Watts, Angelus Stamos, Henry 
Fehlberg, Leo and Norb Grimmer, Ed Hero, Joe 
Gogolak, Pete Redar, holding up the group formed 
by Paul Banks. Our business community was 
growing and it was only natural that these new 
merchants take an active interest in building a 
fine town. 

Tom Long was president that year (’62) and 
plans were discussed to change the organization 
to the Schererville Chamber of Commerce. This 
took some doing. Many hot arguments ensued, 
with the outcome a show-down vote, after the new 
by-laws were drafted and approved in the fall of 

1962. Soon a new slate of officers was selected for 

1963, with Arthur Clouser selected as the first 
president - succeeding Tom Long, who withstood 
the scares of the transition year. Since then our 
Chamber of Commerce has done well by all. Mem¬ 
bership has held around 60, even with substantial 
increase in dues. We have worked closely with 
the Town and School Boards on many projects for 
town betterment. 

During our brief life we have had one main 
objective and that was to build a good image for 
our town and get people working together to pro¬ 
mote it. This Centennial we are now celebrating 
is the result of a project started by the Chamber. 
Of course we had a time getting the facts straight 
from Pete Redar as to just when Schererville 
would be 100 years old. 

Speaking of Pete, (Redar) your Chamber was 
instrumental in naming our town park in his name. 

After Art Clouser’s presidency Frank Sauzer, 
and Dan Jordan followed. Dan is now serving his 
second year - a practice adopted last year to let 
a president serve 2 years. Henry Fehlberg was 
named treasurer. Hank was transferred later by 
the bank and his successor, Bernie Becker, carries 
on. John Dreesen, Jr., is secretary. 

In going over some old minutes,,it was noted 
that Town planning, or the idea to have a com¬ 
pleted new master plan of Schererville started 
with the Chamber. The phone directories, now in 
their third printing were a result of your Chamber, 
this being the Chamber’s greatest community 
service, judging from the response received. The 
Chamber has pushed industrial development and 
this year welcomed five new firms into town. We 
finally did some Christmas decorating—yep, the 
star on top of the water tank. The tank is kind of 
like a “thumb tack” marking the intersection of 
41 and 30, as the location of the next booming 
town in Lake County. 

Listed are just a few of the things your Cham¬ 
ber has taken part in, and not least of these is 
our monthly meeting down in the Pine Room of 
Sauzer’s Waffle Shop. Frank said that he would 
get the attendance up after he got the word around 
about the corned beef, and he did it. Oh yes we 
have had two outings to the Race (trotters) Track, 
Corn Roasts in August, and many more activities. 


PROMOTING 

SCHERERVILLE 

AS A PLACE 
TO LIVE, WORK 
AND PLAY .... 

A community planning 
for your future 

• CITY WATER 

• SEWAGE PLANT 

• UTILITIES 

• LARGE RESIDENTIAL 
AREAS FOR BUILDING 

• WELL LOCATED 
INDUSTRIAL SITES 

• INDUSTRIAL PARK 

• RAILROADS 

• 2 MAJOR U.S. HIGHWAYS 

• LARGE SHOPPING 
CENTER 

• PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• MOTELS 

• RESTAURANTS 

And oh yes ... A Town 
With A Wonderful Past, Too. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
ON THIS, YOUR 

100th 

BIRTHDAY 


PATRON SEAT TICKETS 
SCHERERVILLE CENTENNIAL 1966 


Mr. & Mrs. Frank Adams 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Adley 

Mr. & Mrs. A. L. Anderson 

Mr. & Mrs. David Andrews 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Baker 

Miss Helen Bielecky 

Mrs. Donnabelle Bohling 

Mr. Irwin Bohling 

Mr. & Mrs. William Bohney 

Mr. James Boiler 

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Borto 

Mr. Joseph Brexa 

Barbara Britton 

Mr. & Mrs. Boniface Britton 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Britton 

Mr. Robert Britton 

Theresa Britton 

Mr. John Byrd 

Mr. Arthur Campbell 

Billy & Betty Christenson 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Christenson 

Mr. Oliver J. Christenson 

Miss Barbara De Costella 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward F. Cross 

Dave's Tap 

Dave Cloghessy's Tap 

Mr. & Mrs. James Dinges 

Mrs. James Dinges 

Elmer & Dottie Doctor 

Mr. Walter Doctor 

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Dreesen, Jr. 

Eddie's Standard Service 

Charles D. Egnatz, M.D. 

Mr. John N. Eriks 
Gene & Charmaine Evans 
Mr. Nick Fagen 
Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur C. Fiegle 
Mr. George M. Fishtorn 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Florkiewicz 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Florkiewicz 
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert E. Fortener 
Mrs. Frank Gard 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Gauthier 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred C. Gehrke 
Mr. Robert S. Gentz 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert W. Gerlach 
Mr. Orville Gilliam 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Govert 
Mrs. Susan Govert 
Mr. & Mrs. William Govert 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert A. Grove 
Mr. & Mrs. Al Hanson 
Mr. & Mrs. George Hartley 
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Hast 
Joe Hirsch & Son Clothing 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Holzbach 
Hoosier State Bank 
Bernard A. Becker, 

Assistant Cashier 
Herman E. Burkhart, 
Assistant Vice President 


Henry C. Fehlberg, 

Assistant Vice President 

Clem A. Gargula, 

Vice President & Cashier 

Ronald E. Hanock, 

Vice President 

Clarence H. Harney, 

Vice Pres. & Comptroller 

John F. Wilhelm, 

President 

Robert E. Wilhelm, 

Vice Pres. & Trust Officer 
Dr. & Mrs. E. C. Hulett 
Mr. Fred Jones 
Dan Jordan 

Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Jostes 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Kaiser 

Lillian Kania 

Mildred Kasiky 

Mayor Martin Katz 

Mr. Peter Keckich 

Pauline Keever 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Keiper 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur C. Krumm 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur E. Krumm 

Mr. Charles T. Kuhn 

Mr. John Kuhn 

Miss Helen Kuhn 

Miss Mary Kuhn 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Kuhn 

Miss Theresa Kuhn 

Mr. Tom Laskey, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan E. Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lewkowski 
Mrs. W. Lohmeyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Martin 
Mr. Stanley Mastey 
Mr. William Mathews 
Mr. William E. Mathews 
Mr. & Mrs. John Maye, Sr. 

Mr. James McFadden 
Mr. & Mrs. V. C. McMullen 
Otto & Anna Meier 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Meyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace D. Michael 
Mrs. Carrie Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. William Miller 
Mrs. Lillian Nowicki 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy G. Oliver 
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Parker 
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer T. Pearson 
Mr. & Mrs. Al M. Peifer 
Mr & Mrs. Robert W. Peifer 
Mrs Susan Peifer 
Mr. & Mrs. Bud Phillips 
and daughter Loretta 
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Plimpton 
Mr. & Mrs. T. F. Plimpton 
Mr. Martin Porter 
Mr. & Mrs. Roscoe Protsman 


Mr. & Mrs. Jack K. Raney 

Ellen Rongers 

Mr. Richard Rayford 

Mrs. Peter Redar 

Mrs. John Riodran 

Mr. Everett Roe 

Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Rohrman 

Mrs. Harry Rohrman 

Mr. & Mrs. Rose 

Rosinko's Standard Service 

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Sargent 

Mr. Frank Sauzer 

Mrs. Frank Sauzer 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Schiesser 

Mr. William Schiesser 

Mary K. Schiesser 

Rev. Charles Scholl 

Tony & Gertrude Schweitzer 

Mrs. Elizabeth Seberger 

Mr. Sylvester Seberger 

Schererville Pharmacy 

Mrs. Catherine V. Seman 

Mr. Wayne Sherrick 

Mr. & Mrs. John Siebert 

Mr. Sylvester Siebert 

Mr. & Mrs. C. P. Smith 

Dr. Wm. T. Smith 

Mr. Andrew Spoljaric 

Betty & Chuck Springer 

Stephen & Gilliam 

Albert & Kay Stuhlmacher 

Sidney Strasburg 

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Sweet 

Betty Teegarden 

Robert Teegarden 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Teibel 

Richard & Carolyn Teibel 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Teibel 

Robert S. Teibel 

Mr. & Mrs. Ruth Teibel 

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Teibel 

Nicholas Thiel 

Mr. Dean Thomas 

Mrs. Dean Thomas 

Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Tippy 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Tippy 

Mr. & Mrs. P. Tobias 

Mrs. Paul Tobias 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Tolley 

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Toweson 

Reign Ulm 

Ruth Ulm 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel W. Vance 

Neil Vanderkolk 

Eugene R. Wall 

Mr. James Watson 

Pauline Watson 

James Westerfield 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Willing 

Carl M. Wolak 

Mr. & Mrs. Bartel Zandstra 
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HI-LOW FOODS 

PHONE 322-4960 


114 E. JOLIET STREET 


SCHERERVILLE, INDIANA 


SCHERERVILLE HARDWARE & FEED STORE 

• SALT FOR WATER SOFTENERS 
• PLUMBING SUPPLIES 
• HAY AND STRAW 
• BABY CHICKS 

Ask For Ella or Martin Porter 


40 E. JOLIET STREET 


SCHERERVILLE, INDIANA 


KOREMEN COMPANY 

PLUMBING AND HEATING SUPPLIES 


2142 U.S. 41 


PHONE 865-1455 


EDDIE S STANDARD SERVICE 

SAYS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

-24 HOUR SERVICE- 

N. E. CORNER U.S. 41 & 30 PHONES 865-1200, 865-7071 









BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

FROM THE FOLLOWING MERCHANTS 


Angelus Stamos Floral Shop 

Rt. 41 - Schererville, Indiana 

' Victor Grimmer 

203 E. Joliet St. - Schererville, Indiana 

Meade Electric Company 

1825 Summer St. - Hammond, Indiana 

White Insurance 

6712 Calumet Ave - Hammond, Indiana 

Fabian's Package Liquors 

1312 Lincoln Hwy. - Schererville, Indiana 

Compliments of a Friend 
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Kaiser 

102 W. Joliet St. - Schererville, Indiana 

Martin Tile Company 

Rt. 30 Lincoln Hwy. - Schererville, Indiana 

Maple Motel 

Rt. 41 - Schererville, Indiana 

Towne and Countree Motel 

Rt. 1 - Schererville, Indiana 

Chapel Lawn Memorial Gardens 

Box 229 Rt. 2 - Crown Point, Indiana 

Long Auto Supply 

2100 W. U.'S. 41 - Schererville, Indiana 

Ray's Shell Service 

Old Lincoln Hwy. and U. S. 30 - Schererville, Indiana 

Kennedy's Lot 'Q Fun 

U. S. 41 - Schererville, Indiana 


Martin Service Station 

Main St. and U. S. 41 - Schererville, Indiana 

Richardson's Chemical Service 

139 E. Joliet St. - Schererville, Indiana 

Jordan Oil Company 

Cline Ave. and U. S. 30 - Schererville, Indiana 

Johnson's Sunoco 

Austin Ave. and U. S. 30 - Schererville, Indiana 

Schererville Shell Service 

Austin Ave. and U. S. 30 - Schererville, Indiana 

• f m 

Anderson's Standard Service 

Austin Ave. and U. S. 30 - Schererville, Indiana 

Schererville Watch and Clock Repair 

105 E. Joliet St. - Schererville, Indiana 

John and Helen's Bar 

48 E. Joliet St. - Schererville, Indiana 

Munster Trucking 

Junction and U. S. 41 - Schererville, Indiana 

Byrd's Golf Range 

U. S. 41 and 30 Schererville, Indiana 

Brownies Gift and Barber Shop 

U. S. 30 _ Schererville, Indiana 

Byth's Auto Sales 

Sunset and U. S. 30 - Schererville, Indiana 

Wade's Antique Gallery 

U. S. 30 - Schererville, Indiana 

Old Town Coffee Shop 

16 E. Joliet St. - Schererville, Indiana 
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HAPPY TO BE A PART OF SCHERERVILLE 

DURING ITS 


CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
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TO RENEW, PLEASE GIVE ALL INFORMATION SHOWN ABOVE. 




























SAUZER'S WAFFLE SHOP 

AND 

AMUSEMENT PARK 


U.S. 41 & 30 


SCHERERVILLE, INDIANA 






















